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MISSION DEANERY REPORT 

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY  
2010 

 
 
 

There are currently 23 missions and/or mission stations in the deanery.  
 
In spite of the harsh economic times many of the missions have made significant advances in the 
past year.  
 
St. Elizabeth Mission in Poulsbo has recently purchased its first building. This is a major feat for 
such a young mission, and speaks well for the leadership of Fr. Christopher Swanson and the 
very committed parishioners.  
 
St. Christina Mission in Fremont has purchased and occupied its first permanent space. It was a 
massive effort on all levels, and Fr. Michael Anderson and the faithful are to be congratulated. 
 
St. Anthony in Bozeman purchased land and they are currently working on a master plan for the 
property. It has wonderful potential. Again congratulations to Fr. Peter Tobias and the faithful of 
Bozeman.  
 
Holy Apostles is in negotiation for a church building in Vancouver, Wa. Hopefully by next year 
we will be able to announce its purchase. 
 
The action of purchasing property and establishing a non-rental presence in a community is one 
of the major milestones of a mission. It is often very difficult in the current real estate markets. 
We should all celebrate the faith and courage of these mission who have “moved heaven and 
earth” to make it happen. 
 
In a number of other cases missions have moved from workable spaces to well appointed and 
very attractive spaces. It makes a big difference when guests come and see a setting that is 
recognizable to them as a church.  
 
We lament the loss of Matushka Jeanette Seamore. She  spent the past two years working beside 
Fr. Gabriel in the resurrection of the Mission in Hesperia. We pray for God’s Consolation for Fr. 
Gabriel in this great loss, and for Jeanette’s Eternal Memory. 
 
We are working on new Mission Stations in Hemet, California, and Newport, Oregon. We are 
making visits to several other areas over the next year with the intention of establishing more.  
 
The small Parish in Santa Barbara, Ca. was recently added to the Deanery. We look forward to 
an analysis of how best to proceed with that mission.  
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The Missions in Pt. Townsend, Washington and Eureka, Ca. are in the process of moving into 
their geographic deaneries. This is a sign of their maturation into the context of a full parish. 
Each is to be congratulated.  
 
Under the leadership of Peter Schwalbenberg the Mission Board continues to meet twice 
annually. At each meeting we conduct an in-depth analysis of each mission in an effort to bring 
the appropriate diocesan resources to their aid, as well as to allocate the financial resources 
available to the missions. This is a voluntary task that has been ongoing for many years, and is 
done with great love and dedication by the Mission Board. 
 
We thank the diocese and the assembly for the making the missions a priority in the annual 
budget. You provide much needed stipends for mission priests, and many other financial and 
human resources that allow the missions to succeed. Your investment in missions is a testimony 
to a diocese with a commitment to fulfill the Great Commission! 
 
 
Our annual Mission Deanery Retreat will be held at Annunciation Parish in Milwaukie again, 
and will take place in the third week in February. All are invited. Relevant information will be 
posted on the Diocesan web site.  
 
We continue to ask for you prayerful support of the missions and for their very dedicated Priests 
and families. They sacrifice a great deal to live the mission life.  
 
We thank His Grace Bishop Benjamin for his untiring annual visits to even our smallest 
missions. This is a great source of encouragement to them.  
 
Again thanking you for your prayers and support on all levels of mission life! 
 
V. Rev. Matthew Tate, 
Mission Dean 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church (1997) 
1150 Ashland St.  
Ashland, OR 97520 

Clergy 

Rev. Isaac Skidmore  
 
 
Committees/Societies 

Martha & Mary Women's Fellowship  
Men's Fellowship 
Choir  
Parish Council  
Sunday School  
Adult Education  
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Rejuvenated Men's Fellowship 
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Periodic Donations to OCMC and IOCC, as situations present themselves 
Fr. Isaac continuing to meet with local people inquiring into Faith  
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Fr.Isaac will be transitioning out of role as rector over course of upcoming year  
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 
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Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church, Ashland CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 20 21 23 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 32 35 32 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 30 32 30 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 5 5 7 

Number of Catechumens 2 1 2 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 2 4 1 

Funerals 0 0 1 

Marriages 0 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1 0 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 8 10 8 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 7 10 10 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Orthodox Mission of Bend Oregon (2003) Mailing address: 
1900 NE Division St., Suite 109 61345 King Josiah Pl., 
Bend, OR   97701 Bend, OR   97702 
 

Clergy 

Priest James McKee, Priest-in-charge 
 
 
 
 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Fund-Raising/Special Event committee  
 
 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Fr. James was interviewed on Dove TV available on the internet 
Helped to man the pro-life booth at the fair 
Inquirers’ class Thursday evenings  
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Community Kitchen – LaPine 
Praying outside Planned Parenthood of Bend 
 
 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Financing parish budget during deep economic recession  
Inadequate visibility in the local community  
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

September 1 – First anniversary of the start of full liturgical schedule of services for the mission. 
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Orthodox Mission of Bend Oregon, Bend OR 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 0 
 

10 
 

5 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 20 

 
15 

 
11 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 15 

 
12 

 
9 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 12 

 
10 

 
7 

Number of Catechumens 2 
 
3 

 
1 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 
 

0 
 

3 
 

2 

Funerals 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 

Marriages 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  
 

0 
 

1 
 

0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 
 

0 
 

0 
 

0 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 

 
12 

 
10 

 
5 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Nicholas of South Canaan Orthodox Church (1994) 
401 Lewis Ave 
Billings, MT 
(406) 254-1194 

Clergy 

Rector: Archpriest John Mancantelli 
Deacon Timothy Wikinson 
Archpriest John Anderson (retired) 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Myrrhbearing Women 
Altar Servers 
Church School  
Teens 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Nave floor redone 
Teen Lock-in 
Monthly Vespers being held in Cody WY 
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Love Bags (bags of food [based on Wick Program] for needy members of parish or friends 
Participation in Haiti Souper Bowl Sunday 
Joint picnic with St. Anthony Mission in Bozeman 
 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Finding well-informed volunteers to greet visitors at Vespers and Divine Liturgy 
Open-heart surgery for Fr. John Anderson 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 
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St. Nicholas of South Canaan Orthodox Church, Billings, MT 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 58 62 61 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance  80 85 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   45 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance  15 20 

Number of Catechumens  0 3 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 2 2 6 

Funerals 3 2 2 

Marriages 0 1 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  2 0 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 29 27 23 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 10 12 5 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Anthony the Great (1999) 
32 E. Kimberly Ct. 
Bozeman, MT 59718 

Clergy 

Priest Peter Tobias 
Dn. Gary McFarland 
SubDn. John Heilman 
SubDn. Sean McFarland 
Rdr. Michael Grinder 

 

Committees/Societies 
Parish Council 
Building Committee 
Women’s Group 
Men’s Group 
College and Young Adult Group 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

The parish purchased 20 acres of land with the help of two families. The plan is to build a temple 
and several out buildings, along with a 780 plot cemetery. 

Development of Master Plan for parish site 
Began discussions with Archimandrite Meletios, abbot of the Monastery of St. John in Manton, 

CA, to establish a monastic community near our town of Bozeman. 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Fr. Peter’s weekly public talks on Orthodox Faith 
Love INC Ministries – mobilizes our parish and our volunteers to find effective ways to serve 

individuals and families who find themselves in difficult circumstances and who need a 
helping hand. 

Family Promise Ministries – Assisting homeless families regain their housing, their 
independence, and their dignity. 

Fr. Peter’s presentation on the Faith of the Orthodox Church to local Presbyterian community 
Hosted talk given by Archimandrite Meletios Webber on Silence and Pray of the Heart 
     Major Challenges Faced 

Growing the parish membership 
Transition to a new parish council 
Meeting financial promises and commitments 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Fr. Peter Tobias’ tenth year as a priest and rector of St. Anthony the Great 
Parish Feast Day – Jan 17 
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St. Anthony the Great, Bozeman MT 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 26 30 31 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 35 40 45 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants - - 35 

Average Saturday Great 
Vespers 15 20 25 

Number of Catechumens 2 4 3 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 2 2 3 

Funerals 0 0 0 

Marriages 0 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  2 0 4 

Church School/Number 
Enrolled 15 13 11 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 4 0 5 
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Parish Name and Address 

Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Mission (1999) 
2956 Cohasset Road 
Chico, CA 95973 
www.stscm.org 
 
Clergy 

Priest Michael Spainhoward, Rector 
 
Committees/Societies 

Mission Council  
Newly established Myrrhbearing Women Society 
Diaconal Vocations Program classes 
Bible Study Group 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Autumn Festival (Halloween alternative). 
Church School kids hosted Fr Tom Renfree to speak on the nature of the church in the first 

century 
Paschal celebration included welcoming six new Orthodox Christians via baptism and 

chrismation 
Our parish feast 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

St. Silas Prison Ministry support 
Martha and Mary House support 
St. John of Shanghai Monastery support 
Food collection for local shelter/kitchen, the "Jesus Center" 
Contribution for Haiti Relief 
Assisted in establishing Orthodox Christian Fellowship at CSU Chico 

     Major Challenges Faced  

Completing new iconostasis 
Adjusting to the challenges of: 

1. Worship in a new chapel (leaving the comfort of our old home) 
2. Having a new priest (year 2) 
3. Influx of new people (our family is growing from without)  
4. Improving parish website 

 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Parish Feast Day (May 11) 
Mission Council Lenten Retreat  
 

 

http://www.stscm.org/�
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Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Mission, Chico CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 20 20 29 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 30 40 43 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants n/a n/a 32 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 12 14 15 

Number of Catechumens 1 2 9 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 0 0 6 

Funerals 0 1 2 

Marriages 0 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 0 2 

Church School/Number Enrolled 12 11 11 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 0 8 10 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Joy of All Who Sorrow Mission (2000) 
4145 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Culver City, CA 90230 
 

Clergy 

Fr. John Tomasi 
 
Committees/Societies 

Archangel Michael Bookstore 
Building and Grounds 
Children’s Education 
Events and Publications 
Joy of All Who Sorrow Choir 
Technology 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Move to new location for less than half the rent 
Children’s Education program has begun 
Regularly held bible study, catechumen, and studies in the faith classes 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Archangel Michael Bookstore 
Involvement with Orthodox Christian Fellowship at UCLA 
Fundraising Dinners and Nativity Concert 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Paying the necessary salary for a priest 
Getting consistent financial support from everyone who attends services 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

10th Anniversary on November 5th and 6th, to be celebrated with Hierarchical Liturgy 
Release of Nativity CD 
Annual Harvest Festival in October 
Nativity concert in December 
Fundraising dinners in January and May 
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Joy of All Who Sorrow Mission, Culver City CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 16 16 16 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 40 45 45 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   35 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 10 15 10 

Number of Catechumens 5 3 10 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 5 1 4 

Funerals 0 0 0 

Marriages 0 0 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 0 5 

Church School/Number Enrolled 0 0 10 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 8 10 12 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St Innocent Orthodox Mission (1997) 
939 F Street 
Eureka, CA 95503 
www.orthodoxeureka.com 
 
Clergy 

Rev. Laurent Cleenewerck, Acting Rector 

Committees/Societies 

Buildings and Grounds 
Education and Outreach 

 
 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Annual Taste of Orthodox Open Doors Festival 
Participation in Arts Alive events throughout Summer 
Outreach and communication effort through our postcard program 
 
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Gathering food for local Food Bank 
Preparation and donation of individual welcome packs for Women’s Shelter 
Outreach through open doors events (see above) and postcard mailing 
Humboldt State University workshop for Religious Ed students 
 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Significant Earthquake damage requiring repairs 
Relocation of several parishioners 
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

No special events 
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St Innocent Orthodox Mission, Eureka CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 15 15 15 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 32 35 35 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   25 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 12 12 10 

Number of Catechumens 1 2 3 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 1 1 4 

Funerals 0 0 0 

Marriages 0 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  2 2 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 8 7 6 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 8 15 12 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

 
St. Christina of Tyre Mission (2004) Mail/Offices: 
3721 Parish Ave 3612 Peralta Blvd 
Fremont, CA 94536 Fremont, CA   94536 
www.stchristinaorthodox.org 510-739-0908 
 mail@stchristinaorthodox.org 
 
Clergy 
 
Rev. K. Michael Anderson, Rector 
1012 Wagoner Dr 
Livermore, CA 94550 
FrMichael@stchristinaorthodox.org 
H: 925-215-1234 
C: 510-333-8814 
 
Committees/Societies 
 

There are various regular ministries in which people are involved including: 
- Altar Servers 
- Bell (Bowl) Ringing 
- Choir 
- Charities 
- Church cleaning/landscaping 
- Church School 
- Epistle readers 
- Events/Fundraising 
- Greeters 
- Hosting Fellowship Hour 
- Hours readers 
- Library 
- Prosphora Bakers 
- Youth Ministry 
 

Most ministries have a coordinator who facilitates the group by way of e-mail lists maintained as part of 
our website and/or phone calls. 
 
We have a goal this Fall to institute a small bookstore for inquirers to the Faith as well as for members 
of the mission to enrich their knowledge of the Faith.  
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Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three/Four Activities 

1. Moving into our new 
temple on December 20 
2009 with a temporary 
occupancy permit and then 
getting the final sign-off on 
all the work required by the 
city in August. 

2. Holy Week & Pascha at 
our new temple. 

3. Visit of His Grace Bishop 
BENJAMIN in our new 
temple during Great Lent 

 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
 

1. We continue to serve lunch the first Saturday of every month at the ABODE (formerly Tri-
Cities Sunrise Village) Homeless shelter in Fremont. 
 

2. Each month, the mission sends financial support to the Kazan Skete in Santa Rosa. This is a 
line item in the budget that is supplemented by a charities collection box that is always out on 
our “welcome table” or on the food table during our fellowship hour. 
 

3. We are participants in the local Tri-Cities Volunteers' Food Drive collecting healthy non-
perishable foods for people in need in Fremont, Newark and Union City. 
 

4. We regularly collect batteries for soldiers in coordination with Blue Star Moms. 
 

5. We have two drives to help the children of Raphael House in San Francisco and our local 
ABODE family homeless shelter here in Fremont: a school supply drive in July and a Christmas-
time "Giving Tree" for Christmas presents.  
 

6. The mission is a participant and supporter of the annual IOCC Benefit Dinner in the Bay Area. 
 

7. The mission is a founding and regular participant in a new Church World Service “Crop 
Walk” in Fremont to help provide clean water to peoples overseas.  
 

8. Throughout the year we hold collections for various ministries taking place in our Diocese, the 
Orthodox Church in America and the Orthodox Church worldwide. These include: supporting 
Pamela Anastasia Barksdale in her work as a youth ministry coordinator in Albania through 
OCMC; a collection for the Martha & Mary House in Southern California the Sunday closest to 
the feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos; a Mother’s Day benefit luncheon to contribute to the 
Gobezhe Goshu Home for the elderly in Ethiopia; a Father’s Day benefit BBQ to support our 
local St. Eugene’s youth camp:; a  collection to support students at St. Herman’s Seminary in 
Alaska during the summer; a collection for Orthodox Christian Fellowship in connection with 
SCOBA's annual College Student Sunday in September. 
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     Major Challenges Faced  
 
Our biggest challenge this year centered on the incredible blessing we received being able to purchase 
real property after only 5 years as a mission. A huge amount of time and energy focused on meeting the 
financial requirements for purchasing and then remodeling our new properties to the standards of the 
City of Fremont. This included making the building ADA compliant (new bathrooms, new ramps in and 
out of the building), installing curb, gutter and sidewalk along the street, as well as moving a utility 
pole. Since the last Diocesan Assembly, having gone through all the bureaucratic processes to be able to 
begin construction, we were able to finish enough work to be able to receive a temporary occupancy 
permit in time for us Christmas and our permanent occupancy permit in August.  
 
Also, like last year, an enormous amount of time and effort had to be spent managing the construction 
taking place in the buildings and holding frequent community work days. Like last year this had a direct 
effect on some of the other areas of our mission's life (education, mission outreach, youth ministry). 
Fortunately, with the conclusion of the work, over the past several weeks we have resumed these 
ministries and are well in place to reinstate them fully in the coming year. 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 
 
A Mission Open House & Community Yard Sale this Fall to expose local people to St. Christina’s 
and the Orthodox Faith. 
 
An overnight retreat for Orthodox youth in Northern California during the Fall. 
 
Our 4th-Annual Banquet in February - The funds of the banquet have always gone towards 
purchasing property for the mission. This past year we were able to switch from raising funds for a 
down payment to paying down loans parishes and parishioners had offered our mission to purchase the 
properties. It is a wonderful evening when members and friends of the mission come together to 
celebrate life at St. Christina’s, enjoy wonderful food and entertainment. We have a very successful 
silent auction in connection with the banquet. Each year we raise between $8,000-10,000 from this one-
evening event. 
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St. Christina of Tyre Mission, Fremont CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 38 41 47 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 43 44 48 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants unknown unknown unknown 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 13 14 14 

Number of Catechumens 4 3 2 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 3 2 0 

Funerals 1 0 1 

Marriages 1 1 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 0 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 12 13 15 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 12 13 17 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. George the Great Martyr (1986) 
17323 Main St. 
Hesperia CA 92345 
 
 
 
Clergy 

Rev. Father Gabriel N. Seamore 
 
 
Committees/Societies 

Myrrbearers  
Altar Boys 
Mens Society 
Youth group 
 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Parish Picnic 
Parish Name Day 
Funeral of Matushka Jeannette 
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Food pantry for the homeless (  food raised donated to homless shelter) 
Continuation of the Soup Kitchen one day a week 
Rummage sale as an exposure to the church 
  
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Growth 
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Pascha Celebration 
Parish Picnic 
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St. George the Great Martyr, Hesperia CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 7 8 11 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 35 45 40 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 15 20 25 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 2 4 2 

Number of Catechumens    

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 1 3 2 

Funerals 2 1 1 

Marriages 1 1 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 5 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 2 6 8 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 9 7 10 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Juvenaly Orthodox Mission (2004) 
PO Box 4631 
Kailua-Kona, HI   96745 
 
 

Clergy 

Priest John Schroedel 
 
Committees/Societies 

Mission Council 
 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Moving into our own place – even though we are on a month-to-month rent, this has been 
tremendous 

Pascha and Theophany, certainly 
Bishop's visit on August 1st 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Collecting food for the local food back 
With renting our own building, we have been able to do a lot more community outreach 

activities (with advertising), including inviting local Protestant pastors over to see our 
facility, a presentation on End-of-life directives, and a talk on "Faith, Ecology, and Hawaiian 
culture" 

Hawaiian language instruction 
The Women's Reading Group has a wonderful mix of people and has had good success 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Lost about 22 people in 2009 for economic and health reasons. This was combined with a 
financial crisis and having to find a new place for the church 

Attrition has continued in 2010, although some new people are coming 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Visit of the myrrh-streaming icon from Honolulu (September) 
Mission feast day (September) 
Memorial for miscarried and stillborn babies as part of community outreach (October) 
The feasts of the Church! 
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St. Juvenaly Orthodox Mission, Kailua-Kona, HI 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 16 17 15 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 18 25 15 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants - - 13 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 5 12 12 

Number of Catechumens 2 1 0 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 2 1 2 

Funerals 0 4 1 

Marriages 1 1 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy 
(includes Baptisms and Chrismations)  2 1 4 

Church School/Number Enrolled 2 13 5 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 5 5 5 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Saint Katherine Mission (1999) 
138 Fifth Avenue 
Kirkland, WA   98033 
 
Clergy 

Priest John Strickland, Rector 

Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Church School 
Charity Committee 
Property Search Committee 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Bishop Benjamin’s visit for parish altar feast and tonsuring of Rd. Martin Rebne 
Acquisition of a new chalice set 
Composition and serving of first-ever akathist to New Martyr Konstantine of Merkushino 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Rotating monthly Charity Sunday collections (Saint Petersburg Hospice, Project Mexico, 
Martha-Mary House) 
Collection for diocesan lenten appeal for Gobezie Goshu Home in Ethiopia 
Collection for diocesan appeal for Victims of the Wildfires in Russia 
Collection for Saint Juvenaly Mission in Kona 
Collection and disbursement of discretionary fund for local individuals and families 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Property Search 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 
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Saint Katherine Mission, Kirkland WA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 38 
 

40 
 

40 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 70 

 
75 

 
80 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  

  
60 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 25 

 
25 

 
30  

Number of Catechumens 6 
 
3 

 
5 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 
 

2 
 

1 
 

1 

Funerals 
 
0 
 

 
1 

 
0 

Marriages 
 

0 
 
1 
 

 
0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  
 

4 
 

2 
 

5 

Church School/Number Enrolled 
 

19 
 

11 
 

14 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 

 
12 

 
12 

 
23 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Peter the Aleut Orthodox Christian Church (1987) 
2091 Sandwood Dr. 
Lake Havasu City AZ   86403 

Clergy 

Rev. Peter Henry 
3241 Star Dr. 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86406 
928-855-1758 
 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Food Festival - We had the food festival under the London Bridge for 13 years.  This year we 

decided to have it at our Church which should be better for outreach. 
Bookstore committee – completed carpeting and furnishings for the bookstore. 
Choir 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

St. Innocent Academy of Alaska concert at the Performing Arts Center.  Over 200 guests 
attended. 

Installed new carpet in the nave. 
Completed Iconostas structure 
Visit from Bp. Benjamin. 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Interagency Food Bank 
Martha and Mary House 
Good Samaritan outreach to multiple families. 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

The Parish Council decision to support Rev. Peter as a full time priest. 

 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Patron Saint celebration – September 24. 
Fall Food Festival – November 13 
Guest Lecturer during lent 
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St. Peter the Aleut Orthodox Christian Church, Lake Havasu City AZ 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 25 20 25 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 25 28 26 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  18 18 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 3 4 4 

Number of Catechumens 3 5 5 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 0 3 2 

Funerals 1 0 0 

Marriages 0 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  3 5 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 4 10 8  

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 10 10 10 
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Parish Name and Address 

Saint Mary Magdalene Mission (1986) 
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 3704, Merced, CA 95344-3704 
Worship Address: The Chapel at Mercy Outpatient Center  
 2740 M St., Merced, CA 95340 
Clergy 

Priest David Thatcher, Rector 

Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
“The Furnace” Teen Youth Group (presently in hiatus) 
Myrrhbearing Women Sisterhood 
Formation of College-Career Age Ministry 

Since October, 2009 
 Highlights of Top Three Activities 

May 1, 2010 — Silver Anniversary Celebration: Liturgy & Banquet, with Bp. Benjamin and 
many guest clergy 

July, 2010 — Fireworks Stand Fundraiser 
Myrrhbearers’ Sisterhood Book Club formation 
 Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Parishioners participation in the ministry of Project Mexico & St. Innocent Orphanage 
Participation in the Merced “Big Valley” Arts and Culture Festival  
Senior Bible Study conducted at local Assisted Care Retirement Home (“Emeritus at Merced”) 

 Major Challenges Faced 

Property taxes owed on our church property (Old Lake Road in Merced) 
Sale of our Old Lake Road property 
Greater & more effective efforts in evangelistic and charitable outreach  
General financial health and stability 
Leadership burn-out and development of new servant-leaders 

Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

No anniversaries or special events scheduled at this time.  
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Saint Mary Magdalene Mission, Merced CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 20 19 23 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 35 37 37 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 26 27 27 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 5 6 6 

Number of Catechumens 4 2 2 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 1 2 5 

Funerals 0 2 1 

Marriages 0 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 1 4 

Church School/Number Enrolled 4 4 4 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 5 6 5 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Annunciation Orthodox Church (1995) 
13515 SE Rusk Road 
Milwaukie, Oregon  97222 
 
Clergy 

V.Rev. Matthew Tate, Rector 
V. Rev. David Shank, Asst.  
Rev. Fr. Kevin Lien, Asst. 
V. Rev. Nicholas Letten, Retired USN 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Building Committee 
Hospitality Committee 
Women’s Group 
Parish Nursing 
Altar Guild 
Visitation Program 
Youth ministry and Sunday School 
Liturgical Ministry 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Advent retreat given by Fr. John Hainsworth  
Hosting the Mission Deanery Retreat 
Several Weddings 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Raphael House 
Backpack Buddies-Food for needy children 
Project Mexico Fundraising 
Hosting Charter School 
Special collections for the needy 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Current economy and job losses  
Increasing secularization of the culture 
Helping youth maintain the faith 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Mission Deanery Retreat 
Deaconal Practicum 
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Annunciation Orthodox Church, Milwaukie OR 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count  97 98 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance  175 175 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  150 150 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance  50 50 

Number of Catechumens  5 6 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms  9 11 

Funerals  4 0 

Marriages  4 5 

Receptions into Orthodoxy   0 2 

Church School/Number Enrolled  75 60 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating  50 50 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Mission of St. Herman of Alaska (2000) 
1407 30th St.  
Port Townsend, WA   09368 
 

Clergy 

Rev. Nicholas Kime, Rector  

Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Way of a Pilgrim Bookstore 
Building/Fund Raising Committee 
Yard Sale Committee 
St. Nicholas Event Committee 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Pascha 
Altar feast for our church dedicated to St. Herman.   Well attended, including 5 Priests, and very 

uplifting. 
8th Annual “St. Nicholas Gift to Port Townsend” event held in our new parish hall for the first 

time. 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

We dedicate 10% of our undesignated income each month to help people in our church who are 
in need as well as some in the greater community and various other charitable organizations 
around the country and the world.  We also help to support a local ministry that has grown out of 
our parish called Lazarus House in its work of caring for people who are living out the last days 
of their life. 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

The ongoing challenge of deepening our lives in Christ and growing together as an Orthodox 
community. 

Financial Matters- Paying for our new parish hall and maintaining a balanced budget. 
 

Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

9th Annual “St. Nicholas Gift to Port Townsend” event. 
3rd Anniversary of the Consecration of our temple on Sept. 8, the Nativity of the Theotokos 
5th Annual Yard Sale  
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Mission of St. Herman of Alaska, Port Townsend WA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 34 38 40 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 48 47 49 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   43 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 17 25 23 

Number of Catechumens 3 3 4 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 3 3 4 

Funerals 0 0 0 

Marriages 0 1 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  4 8 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 8 8 15 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 16 14 21 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Elizabeth Mission (2001)  
20714 State Highway 305, Suite 2F  
Poulsbo, WA 98370  
 
Clergy 

Archpriest Christopher Swanson, Rector  
Deacon Mark Becker, Attached  
 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council  
Charity & Outreach Committee  
Fund raising Committee  
Building Committee  
Women's Fellowship  
Men's Fellowship  
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

10th Anniversary of the founding of St. Elizabeth’s with the visit of His Grace for the Feast of St. 
Elizabeth. His Grace award Diocesan gramotas to several founding members who have been 
significant in the establishment and growth of the mission. 

Beginning the process of purchasing our own land and building. 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

We provide monthly financial assistance to a widowed matushka in Kursk, Russia and to an 
ailing priest in the US.  

We have a regular collection for the local food bank.  
We make "friendship bags" for the area homeless.  
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

The economic downturn seems to continue to affect us. Giving has gone down slightly from the 
previous year and expenses have gone up.  We have just purchased a building on two and a half 
acres of land.  Due to county occupancy requirements, we will not be able to move unto the new 
building immediately. Continuing to lease our current space while beginning to pay back loans 
and make improvements on the new property will present a significant financial challenge for the 
next several months. 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

We have just purchased a building on two and a half acres of land.  Moving into our own 
building will certainly be a major event. The project will involve a slow process of renovation 
making and large dance hall into a church and trapeze. We hope to have it ready for His Grace 
Bishop Benjamin to bless sometime during the coming year. 
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St. Elizabeth Mission, Poulsbo WA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 36 38 38 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 62 70 70 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants n/a n/a 55 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 20 20 21 

Number of Catechumens 7 10 5 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 3 2 2 

Funerals 2 0 0 

Marriages 1 1 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  3 6 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 10 12 16 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 20 20 20 
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Parish Name and Address 

St. Nicholas of Japan Orthodox Mission (2004) 
880 Commerce Street 
Redding, Ca 96001 
 
 
Clergy 

Priest Ian Burgess 
Reader Seraphim Ritchie 
 
 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Choir 
Church School 
Adult Education 
 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Move to new building – nearly doubling size of space. 
Revitalized liturgical schedule and adult education. 
Visit of Bishop Benjamin and tonsure of Seraphim Ritchie as Reader. 
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Christmas monetary donation to Redding shelter. 
Donations to St. John Monastery, Manton. 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Economy 
Outreach to Redding community 
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

St. Nicholas of Japan Feast Day 
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St. Nicholas of Japan Orthodox Mission, Redding CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count   9 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance   25 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   25 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance   10 

Number of Catechumens   2 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms   2 

Funerals   0 

Marriages   0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy    0 

Church School/Number Enrolled   7 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating   10 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Susanna Orthodox Mission (1999)  
10825 Robinwood Lane  
Sonora, CA   95370 
Clergy 

Rev. Andrew Jacobs  
Rev. Dn. Elias Union 
 
Committees/Societies 

Charitable Giving Committee  
Myrrhbearers Sisterhood  
 

 

Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Visit of His Grace Bishop Benjamin for our Patronal Feast Day in December, 2009 
Visits to Assumption Serbian Orthodox Church in Fair Oaks, CA for concelebration of 

Orthodoxy Sunday Vespers with OCA, Antiochian, Greek and Russian Clergy; and to St. 
Gabriel Antiochian Orthodox Mission in Angels Camp, CA for their patronal Feast day 

Full liturgical schedule, especially Holy Week and Pascha; and such activities as the blessing of 
the Hurst Ranch vineyard, and the Union-Cooper wedding 

 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Weekly Orthodox video series on Cable Channel 8 Sunday evenings at 7:00 p.m.; representation 
on the Interfaith Community Social Services board; public educational presentations; Video 
Night (with permissions) in the parish hall; Charitable donations to the Women’s Resource 
Center; Martha and Mary House, the Russian Children’s Welfare Society; clothing and food 
donations to local charities. 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Changes in the local economy have forced some who would still be with us to relocate to other 
towns and cities, and has cut down the number of inquirers. Some of our members live in rather 
remote areas, and face challenging road travel to church. We occasionally serve a number of 
Orthodox who are vacationing in this area, which is a premier recreational venue (located in the 
historic Gold Country, near Yosemite and other parks). While a number of Orthodox living the 
area prefer to travel to the churches they attended before moving here, there has been some 
encouragement to the effect that these attitudes may change.  
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Parish Patronal Feast Day, December 19, 2010  
Walk for Life, January 2010  
Spring Picnic, May 2010 
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St. Susanna Orthodox Mission, Sonora CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 19 
 

19 
 

19 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 24 

 
26 

 
24 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 24 

 
24 

 
22 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 15 

 
16 

 
14 

Number of Catechumens 3 
 
2 

 
0 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 
 

1 
 

0 
 

0 

Funerals 
 
2 
 

 
0 

 
0 

Marriages 
 

0 
 

0 
 

1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  
 

5 
 

2 
 

0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 
 
4 

 
2 

 
0 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 

 
10 

 
12 

 
10 
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Parish Name and Address 

 
 

 

St John the Evangelist Orthodox Mission (2006) 
525 N 74th St. 
Scottsdale, AZ  85257 
Clergy 
Priest Damian Kuolt 
SubDeacon Steven Paul Robinson 
Reader Basil Gould 
Reader Judah Rome 
Committees/Societies 
Parish Council 
Property Management 
Hospitality 
Since October 2008 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

1.) November 2009 we received our first visit from His 
Grace, Bishop Benjamin.  We bravely bit off doing our 
first hierarchical visit and it went extremely well thanks to 
His Grace’s patience and the work of SDn. Johan and 
ProtoDeacon Alexis. 

2.) Saturday before Christmas saw a team from St John 
(nearly half the parish) volunteer with other Churches in 
Tempe to host an annual Christmas Dinner for shut-ins, 
homeless and the poor.  Over 4,000 served in a distinctly 
Christian celebration of serving others at Christmas Time 

3.) A full schedule of parish activities from Divine Services, choir, classes, mid week services, 
hospitality, education for adults, children and catechumens, and generally keeping everything 
working well has consumed our small parish 

     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

1) Fr. Damian is a Trustee of the Community Interfaith Ministries (CIM)– an organization that 
brings Church ministries and social service organizations together to support the needy, 
homeless, poor, and shut-ins.  Some of the Outreach that we participate in each year under 
the auspices of CIM include: 
a. "Beat-the-Heat" program operated by CIM. The center collects bottled water and 

distributes it to those in need of hydration. Each year citizens of Maricopa County die 
from heat exhaustion and heat stroke.  

b. Annual traditional Christmas luncheon held the Saturday before Christmas of every 
year. In 2009 volunteers from 60+ churches participated. A team from St John’s manned 
the kitchen at El Penasco restaurant starting at 6AM.  During the course of the day 250 
volunteers participated and over 4,500 meals were served to homeless, the poor, shut-ins, 
elderly and facilities that serve the needy. 

c. Tempe Christian Resource Center.  TCRC offers low-cost alcohol-free/drug-free 
residential housing for men who seek a clean sober Christian living environment.   

New Address 
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2) Fr Damian participated on the Council of Religious Affairs for Arizona State University, but 
soon dropped participating.  The hope this past year was to find ways to make the Orthodox 
Church presence felt in the University environment, but this organization is not going to be 
the avenue. 

 
     Major Challenges Faced  

We will start the Church year at a new location – having lost our new facility at a time when we 
had just spent a year and half getting settled in.  This has eclipsed anything else that might be a 
challenge of a growing parish. 
 
 Now the factors that may turn this into Good News: 

• The landlord is going to donate all four buildings to us and we can move them, intact, 
fairly easily and a lot cheaper than building comparable space. 

• There are a number of empty parcels that are within a mile or two.  We will need to find 
one that is easy for us to purchase 

• The current landlord has also offered to finance the land purchase, move and construction 
– as long as he can fulfill his tax sheltering needs. 

• We have been offered the use of a Coptic Church for the cost of building maintenance 
and utilities that is all set up, and though shared, there is little to no conflict with our 
schedule of service.  This will allow us to start saving for the building project above. 

 
Challenge number two: how to fund this $600K project if we cannot work through the offer from 
the landlord. 
 
The other ongoing challenge is stabilizing our income with the inevitable loss of key contributors 
who have moved on to other cities.  Additionally, to balance our budget, Priest Damian 
suspended taking any income so the parish could afford the facility costs.  
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

The only event will be sustaining growth of the parish while in a temporary home and looking to 
get into something permanent within 12 months. 
 

 



 

2010 DOW Assembly  47 Delegate Book 2 
 
 

 
St John the Evangelist Orthodox Mission, Tempe AZ 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 20 30 22 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 30-40 36-74 41 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants    

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 12-20 12-28 12-28 

Number of Catechumens 5 16 9 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 7 13 3 

Funerals 0 0 0 

Marriages 2 2 2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  2 0 2 

Church School/Number Enrolled 10 10 12 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 6-10 30 22 

 



 

2010 DOW Assembly  48 Delegate Book 2 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Page Intentionally Blank 
 



 

2010 DOW Assembly  49 Delegate Book 2 
 
 

 
Parish Name and Address 

Holy Apostles Orthodox Mission (1995) 
4300 Main St. Vancouver WA 
98663 
http://www.holy12.org 
 
Clergy 

Rev. Dimitri Perez, Rector 
fr.dimitri@gmail.com 
 
Committees/Societies 

Building committee 
Parish Council 
Hospitality 
Women's Group 
Men's Group 
Sunday School 
Choir 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Sold our remodeled property 
Started a parish Sunday School 
Started an adult lecture series 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Clothing drive 
Monastery Outreach 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Our major challenge as a parish at this time is to find a suitable place of worship to be purchased. 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 
Our Patronal feast day is July 18th 2011 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.holy12.org/�
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Holy Apostles Orthodox Mission, Vancouver WA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count   35 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance   65 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  

 
50 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance  

 
20 

Number of Catechumens  
 

2 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms   1 

Funerals   0 

Marriages   0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy   0 

Church School/Number Enrolled   15 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating   14 
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PACIFIC CENTRAL DEANERY 
Report to the 2010 Diocesan Assembly 
Submitted by: Archpriest Basil Rhodes 
 
The Pacific Central Deanery of the Diocese of the West is comprised of parishes, monasteries, 
and institutions situated in geographic territory of Northern California.  
 
Our Deanery has grown this year with the inclusion of several new (or, rather, returning) 
parishes from the former Russian Deanery. These include St. John the Baptist Russian Orthodox 
Church in Berkeley, Nativity of the Holy Virgin Russian Orthodox Church in Menlo Park, Christ 
the Saviour Russian Orthodox Church in San Francisco, and Holy Myrrhbearing Women 
Russian Orthodox Church in West Sacramento. WELCOME! 
The previous list from last year includes the following: 
Holy Trinity Cathedral in San Francisco 
Raphael House  and Archangel Michael Chapel in San Francisco 
Monastery of St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco (Men), Manton 
St. Seraphim/Protection of the Virgin Orthodox Church, Santa Rosa 
Monastery of the Holy Assumption, Calistoga (a Women's Monastery) 
Skete of Our Lady of Kazan (Women's Monastery), Santa Rosa 
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, San Anselmo 
St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church, Concord 
Elevation of the Holy Cross, Sacramento 
St. Innocent Orthodox Church, Livermore 
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, Saratoga 
Holy Trinity Chapel, Fort Ross 
 
New priests in the Deanery are: 
Priest Michael Boyle at Raphael House, San Francisco, Priest Andrew Cuneo, St Seraphim's in 
Santa Rosa, Priest Roman Katyshev in Berkeley, and Priest Konstantin Gavrilkin at Christ the 
Saviour in San Francisco. 
 
This year we had a very successful Deanery Clergy and Families BBQ on Labor Day Monday. 
The event hosted by Fr. Michael and Lila Regan at St. Michael's in Concord, with around 40 
persons in attendance. We ate, played lawn games, sang songs and told many tall tales.   
 
 
 
Archpriest Basil Rhodes - Dean 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. John the Baptist Russian Orthodox Church (1936)  
1900 Essex Street  
Berkeley, CA 94703  
 

 

Clergy 

Rev. Roman Katyshev 
 
 
Committees/Societies 

Sisterhood  
School Fund Committee 
Building Fund Committee 
Building Committee 

 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Annual Patronal Feast, July 7  
Sunday lunches.  

 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Monetary donations to two orphanages in Russia and to Russian Children's Welfare Societies 
in the United States.  

Collection for OCA, Orthodox institutions, charities. 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Major renovation of parish house. 
Transition after Fr. Kirill’s passing. 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Parish Patronal Feast, July 7 .  
Christmas Party for children.  

 
 



 

2010 DOW Assembly  54 Delegate Book 2 
 
 

 
St. John the Baptist Russian Orthodox Church, Berkeley CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 54 47 49 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 60 65 50 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   15 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 15 18 12 

Number of Catechumens    

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 12 6 9 

Funerals 2 1 2 

Marriages 2 1 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1   

Church School/Number Enrolled 30 30  

Adult Education/Number 
Participating   3 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Michael Orthodox Church (1974)  
2425 Olivera Road 
Concord, CA 94520 
(Mail: Box 728, Concord 94522-0728 
 

Clergy 

Archpriest Michael Regan 
 
 
 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

None 
 
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

OCMC, IOCC, appeals 
 
 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Aging 
Budget 
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Bp. Benjamin visit, November 6 
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St. Michael Orthodox Church, Concord CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 34 34 33 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 46 38 38 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants n/a n/a 34 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 19 13 13 

Number of Catechumens 0 0 0 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 3 2 0 

Funerals 1 0 2 

Marriages 1 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1 0 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled Yes/4 Yes/2 No 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating Yes/6 Yes/2 No 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

 St. Innocent Orthodox Church (1991) 
193 Contractors St. 
Livermore, CA 94550 
 
 

Clergy 

Archpriest Leo Arrowsmith 
 
 
 
 
Committees/Societies 

Choir under the direction of Susan Anderson 
"The Parish Policies and Standards Committee" 
"Parish Beautification Committee" 
Iconographers Fellowship of Livermore (Fr. Leo) 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

"Never Setting Light" Concert, raising funds of over $10,000 
Established Youth Group Ministry 
Lenten Icon Exhibits at First Presbyterian and Trinity Baptist Churches, Livermore (Fr. Leo) 
Guest Choir at the Fort Ross Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, July 3rd, 2010 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Financial support to Raphael House and several monasteries 
Visits to Hacienda Nursing Home 
Monthly participation in Livermore Ministers' Association 
Support OCMC and IOCC 
Sharing icons with local non-Orthodox churches 
Lectures on church and icons to high school students of non-Orthodox churches 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Lack of space for Church School and Parish Hall activities 
Lack of sufficient funds to purchase needed space 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Archpastoral visit on Altar Feast Day, October 10 
6th Anniversary of St. Innocent Orthodox Church move to Livermore 
Completion of new iconostas 
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St. Innocent Orthodox Church, Livermore CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 25 pledged 36 pledged 39 pledged 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 55 60 56 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 48 54 51 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 15 20 15 

Number of Catechumens 7 3 5 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 4 3 1 

Funerals 0 0 0 

Marriages 0 2 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  6 3 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 6 8 10 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 3 3 4 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

The Nativity of the Holy Virgin Church (1950) 
1220 Crane St. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
Clergy 

Rev. Hermogen Holste, Rector 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
St. Elizabeth Sisterhood 
Ladies’ Prayer Group 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Our principal task continues to be the adoration of God Most High and the provision of the 
faithful with the opportunity to encounter and be transformed by Him. To that end, we 
continue to offer regular services on most weekdays, as well as on Sundays and the principal 
feasts, with solid attendance. Our choir, under the talented leadership of Olga Vasilieva, 
continues to provide the music for both Vigil and Liturgy on Sundays and Great Feasts, and 
though they have had some internal difficulties this past year, they are still going strong. 

Our parish education programs continued this year, with Law of God for children on alternate 
Sundays and two Adult Education classes weekly, one in Russian and one in English. We 
also provided a Russian language class for children on Saturdays. We had a well-attended 
Christmas Yolka this year, and also a Russian Language Camp during the Christmas 
holidays, which included a Law of God component. 

Our sisterhood underwent a major transition this past year, following the death of longtime 
parishioner Boris Diedovitch, who had managed the sisterhood and its finances for many 
years. His widow, Sisterhood President Tatiana Diedovitch, has nonetheless managed to 
carry on the Sisterhood’s activities with the help of a dedicated group of ladies, whose 
numbered has happily been augmented by several additions this year. The Sisterhood’s 
activities include lunches after Liturgy on Sundays and the most important feasts, our Annual 
Christmas Bazaar in December, and our Rummage Sale in the summer. 

     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Our parishioners continue to respond to special collections and appeals. Our parish is always 
well represented at the Day of the Russian Child in San Francisco. In addition, there is the 
ongoing ministry to those persons who come by or call our church seeking assistance. 

I also work with the OCF at Stanford University 
     Major Challenges Faced  

This year we finally brought our bylaws in line with the Diocesan norms. This was a difficult 
process and caused some friction in the parish. There were also, as previously mentioned, certain 
internal difficulties in the choir. However, these issues are now happily resolved, and parish life 
is currently tranquil and peaceful. 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Annual Christmas Bazaar – Dec. 4, 2010 
Parish Feast Day – September 2011 
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The Nativity of the Holy Virgin Church, Menlo Park CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 48 42 47 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 75 85 85 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   25 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 20 25 25-30 

Number of Catechumens 2 catechumens 
2 inquirers 1 inquirer 1 catechumen 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 19 16 10 

Funerals 7 7 4 

Marriages 2 0 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 2 2 

Church School/Number Enrolled 26 20 20 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 10-15 10-15 10 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Elevation of the Holy Cross (1976) 
9000 Jackson Road 
Sacramento, CA 
 
 
Clergy 

Archpriest Ian MacKinnon 
Archpriest Thomas Renfree 
Deacon Michael Pletka 
Priest Hilarion Frakes (Attached) 
Priest Michael Rome (Attached) 
 
Committees/Societies 

St. Michael Food Distribution Program 
Choir 
Church School 
Adult Education 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Pascha! 
Construction of New Outdoor Pavilion 
Camp 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Evangelism Committee 
UC Davis Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) 
St. Xenia Program (Aid to Group Home) 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Effectively Evangelizing & Educating New People 
Budget 
Building a new Temple 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 
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Elevation of the Holy Cross, Sacramento, CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 75 81 74 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 85 95 90 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  60 60 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 12 14 15 

Number of Catechumens   4 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 1 1 5 

Funerals  1 1 

Marriages 2  2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  3  4 

Church School/Number Enrolled 15 15 15 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 8 15 20 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church (1956)  
102 Ross Avenue  
San Anselmo, CA 94960 
 
Clergy 

Archpriest Stephan Meholick  
Deacon George Golitzin  
 
 
Committees/Societies 

The actual framework of the parish community can be broken down into eight ministries: Liturgy & 
Music, Temple Caretakers, Fellowship & Parish Service, Parish Operations, Education, Good 
Works & Community Outreach, Finance, and Maintenance & Capital Improvements.  

ALL Parish members are invited to become active participants of ministries and leaders of each 
group comprise the parish council.  

Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Dec. 5-6: St. Nicholas Day visit by Bishop Benjamin.  
Summer: exterior restoration and painting of parish hall.  
July 30: Hosted Bay Area Youth Disco night w/adult ed & discussion next door 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

We now host two local "12 step" meetings at our facilities. We regularly support IOCC, OCMC, 
Raphael House, Homeward Bound (local shelter), St. Vincent De Paul Dining Room (local soup 
kitchen), Uganda Education Fund and RVEHA (Ross Valley Ecumenical Housing Authority) 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

One of our best assets is our wonderful location in the beautiful "seminary district" of San 
Anselmo. One of our worst liabilities is our wonderful location in the beautiful "seminary 
district" of San Anselmo. The enormously high cost of living (esp. real estate) plus the current 
economic downturn again this year have forced many of the faithful to relocate in more 
affordable areas. Our greatest challenge is facing the complexities of an effective outreach to the 
local (very unchurched) community around us. We still have many visitors/seekers, but fewer 
committed members. 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Oct. 9: Annual Bazaar and Community Outreach Day with a choir concert: "Songs for soft places."  
Nov. 21: Elevation of Deacon George to the rank of protodeacon by Bishop Benjamin 
Dec. 5-6: Altar feast of St. Nicholas 
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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, San Anselmo CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 70 59 62 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 65 60 70 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   40 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 25 25 25 

Number of Catechumens 2 3 2 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 2 4 5 

Funerals 2 1 2 

Marriages 2 1 4 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 1 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 35 33 39 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 10 15 15 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Christ the Saviour Church (1952) 
2040 Anza Street 
San Francisco CA  94118 
 
Clergy 

Priest Konstantin Gavrilkin 
 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council (charity, property, investment and membership committees) 
Choir 
Sisterhood 
Church Care Society 
Concert Choir 
The Mutual Aid Society wound up in February of 2010. 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Archpriest Bazyl Kalinowski retired and returned to Poland July 14.   He was immediately 
replaced by Fr. Konstantin Gavrilkin, formerly of St. Nicholas Parish, Whitestone, NY 

Reader Alexei Tcherkassov was ordained a deacon.  He returned from Beijing to serve with us in 
August 

Parts of the interior of the rectory were painted, as was the back of the church building 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Day of the Russian Child charity: direct support and fundraising.    
Help in the soup kitchen run by Russian American Community Services.   
Support for Project Mexico. 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Recession continues to impact our people and our income.  Another reader was out of work for 
several months, and finally moved 60 miles away from the church for work 

Transition of priests always presents challenges 
The rectory is in disrepair and needs a lot of work.  At the same time rental properties have come 

vacant and need a refresh 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Our feast day is August 29.  All are invited. 
The concert Choir performs at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco October 24 
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Christ the Saviour Church, San Francisco CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 51 56 43 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 72 60 53 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants Not tracked Not tracked 15 (est) 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 13 14 15 

Number of Catechumens 2 1 0 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 13 10 10 

Funerals 7 (none ours 5 (none ours) 6 (one ours) 

Marriages 1 2 2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1 1 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 8 0 0 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 0 0 0 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Holy Trinity Cathedral (1868) 
1520 Green Street 
San Francisco, CA   94123 
 
 
Clergy 

Archpriest John Takahashi, Dean 
Priest Michael Boyle, Associate Priest 
Priest George Masters, Attached  
Archdeacon Kirill Sokolov, Attached 
Deacon Brendan Doss, Attached  
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Choir 
Stewards 
Church School 

 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Monthly lectures and events for outreach  
Publications for continuous learning about Orthodox Christian life 
Mother’s Day special lunch for fund raising for Raphael House 

 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Supporting Raphael House by other fund raising activities 
Supporting missionary activities 
Sending out relief funds 
Collecting food and clothes for the needy 

     Major Challenges Faced  

Children’s education 
Improving the website 
Coordinating the fellowship meal activities 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Annual Church Picnic 
Art Show for fund raising 
 

 
 



 

2010 DOW Assembly  68 Delegate Book 2 
 
 

 
Holy Trinity Cathedral, San Francisco CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 65 70 65 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 70 95 85 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   75 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 25 25 25 

Number of Catechumens 2 6 4 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 15 2 13 

Funerals 3 1 2 

Marriages 1 1 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1 2 2 

Church School/Number Enrolled 8 20 38 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 4 4 2 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Protection of the Holy Virgin / St. Seraphim of Sarov 
 Orthodox Church (1936) 
90 Mountain View Ave 
Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
 
Clergy 

Archpriest Lawrence Margitich, rector;  
Archpriest Michael Margitich, pastor emeritus;  
Priest John Schettig, assigned;  
Priest John Ramos, attached;  
Priest Andrew Cuneo, attached;  
Deacon Jeremiah Crawford; 
Deacon Nicholas Carr 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Sisterhood 
Master Planning 
Landscape 
Mercy Meals 
Care for the reposed  
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Glendi Festival 
Diocesan Assembly 2009 
Parish Retreat with Fr. Andrew Morbey 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Charitable giving by parishioners on a regular basis; some funds are ear-marked for pastor 
discretionary giving, some for National, Diocesan, IOCC, OCMC and local institutions and 
seminarian family. Usual charitable giving to those in need, not including those sent to 
institutions and seminarians, at about $25,000 a year. 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Youth outreach 
Catechism 
Pastoral issues 
Property maintenance 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Parish Feasts on October 1, January 2 and July 19 
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Protection of the Holy Virgin / St. Seraphim of Sarov  Orthodox Church, Santa Rosa CA 
 Reported for 

Calendar Year 
2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 109 116 111 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 185 185 200 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 120 120 145 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 50 50 50 

Number of Catechumens 2 3 11 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 17 7 9 

Funerals 5 7 3 

Marriages 3 5 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1 1 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 47 45 45 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 5 12 15 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church (1951) 
14220 Elva Avenue 
Saratoga, CA 95070 
 

Clergy 

Archpriest Basil Rhodes – Rector 
Deacon John Karcher 
 
 
Committees/Societies 

Charity Committee 
Hospitality Committee 
Flowers and Church Decorating Committee 
 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Parish Annual Slavic Festival (Food, Entertainment & Outreach) 
Parish Stewardship Retreat (With Fr John Dresko) 
Talks by Hieromonk Pavlos of St Katherine's Monastery, Sinai 
Two visits of the Myrrh-streaming Hawaii-Iverskaya icon of the Mother of God 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Monthly Charity Collection 
Fundraisers for Kazan Skete and Summer Camp Scholarships 
Charitable gifts for parishioners in need 
Donations for Bishop's Lenten Charity 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Financial and High-cost-of-living Flight to more affordable areas of the country 
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

May of 2011 60-Year Anniversary with Consecration of new Altar Table (probable) 
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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, Saratoga CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 40 35 34 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 60 60 45 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   30 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 15 12 10/15/10 

Number of Catechumens 4 3 1 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 10 5 5 

Funerals 4 2 4 

Marriages 2 2 2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 0 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 20 20 20 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 15 12 10 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Church of the Holy Myrrhbearing Women (1925) 
833 Water Street 
West Sacramento, CA 95605 
 
 
 
Clergy 

V. Rev George Gulin 
 
 
 
Committees/Societies 

Our Lady of Kazan Sisterhood 
 
 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

85-th Parish Anniversary 
Hierarchal Visit 
Ukrainian Festival 
 
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Charitable donations to charitable funds, individuals 
 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

To maintain harmony and oneness of mind of all parishioners 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

86th Parish Anniversary 
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Church of the Holy Myrrhbearing Women, West Sacramento CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 44 45 46 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 45 50 65 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 10 15 25 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 5 5 5 

Number of Catechumens 1 2 1 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 11 10 12 

Funerals 3 4 3 

Marriages 0 0 3 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 1 3 

Church School/Number Enrolled 10 10 12 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 1 5 6 
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Report of the Pacific Northwest Deanery 
Archpriest John Pierce, Dean 

 
 
 
 

August 17, 2010 
 
 
 
The Pacific Northwest Deanery consists of St. Spiridon Cathedral, Seattle WA (1895); St. 
Nicholas Church, Portland OR (1895), Holy Resurrection Church, Tacoma WA (1896); and St. 
Anne Church, Corvallis, OR (1990).  
 
Both of the major urban hubs of our Deanery, Seattle and Portland, have strong and dedicated 
Pan-Orthodox associations. Our Deanery parishes and missions are integral parts of these 
associations which provide worship, mission and fellowship opportunities for the clergy and 
faithful. Albany/Corvallis, being further from the Portland area, and having only a handful of 
small Orthodox parishes and missions, has fewer opportunities for this type of Pan-Orthodox 
involvement. 
 
I assisted His Grace, Bishop Benjamin, with some administrative concerns regarding clergy 
visiting the Deanery, otherwise parish life has been blessed and without conflict. 
 
Retired Army Chaplain, Priest Joseph Velez, was transferred from the Omiphor of His Beatitude, 
Metropolitan Jonah to His Grace, Bishop Benjamin and attached to Holy Resurrection Church, 
Tacoma. Protodeacon George Haloulakis transferred from St. Spiridon Cathedral to the Pacific 
Southwest Deanery.  
 
Perhaps the most significant activity this past year, is the Deanery’s involvement in the 16th All 
American Council which will be held in the Deanery. This involvement will continue to grow as 
we move closer to the Council’s opening date. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Archpriest John Pierce 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Anne Church (1990) 
6000 NE Elliott Circle 
Corvallis, OR  97330 
 

Clergy 

Archpriest Stephen Soot, Rector 
Subdeacon Hennok Soot 
Subdeacon Timothy Kreta 
 
Committees/Societies 

Greek Food Fest steering committee 
Mid-Valley Orthodox, LLC for management of the historic grange hall 
Stewardship Outreach & Internal Development Committees 
St. Anne Sisterhood 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Inaugurated the planting of a mission on the coast in Newport 
Sent a parishioner on an OCMC mission trip to Romania 
Began formation of an OCF chapter at Oregon State Univ 
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Oversight and operation of the Family Tree Relief Nursery for children at risk of abuse or 
neglect 

Volunteer support for Love, Inc. for the care of low-income families & shut-ins 
Food basket distribution to the needy 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

The parish has outgrown its present facility and has begun investigating the purchase of 
additional property to accommodate this growth. A feasibility study is being conducted to 
determine if or when the parish can afford to build an Orthodox temple. 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

8th Annual Greek Food Fest October 16-17, 2010 
Visit by Metropolitan Jonah for the 20th Anniversary celebration of the parish’s founding 

November 13-14, 2010 
Centennial celebration for the parish’s historic Lewisburg Hall in 2011 
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St. Anne Church, Corvallis OR 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 50 60 70 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 75 85 100 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 50 60 75 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 20 22 24 

Number of Catechumens 6 10 3 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 5 2 7 

Funerals 0 1 1 

Marriages 2 1 2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  2 2 5 

Church School/Number Enrolled 29 30 33 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 19 20 20 

 
 



 

2010 DOW Assembly  79 Delegate Book 2 
 
 

 
Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church (1895 / 1927) 
2210 S.W. Dolph Court 
Portland, Oregon  97219 
 
Clergy 

Archpriest George A. Gray, Rector 
Deacon Kevin Haan 

Committees/Societies 

Parish Council, which in addition to ongoing administrative work, oversees many of the ongoing 
tasks and special activities of parish life. 

St. Elizabeth Health Care Team (assists Rector with care and outreach to parishioners in need)  
5Year Plan Committee (reviews and plans for overall parish life, programs, activities, etc.)  
St. Benedict Guild (helps organize & coordinate retreats, prayer & study groups, etc.)  
St. Martin of Tours Good Works Committee (oversees the charitable work of the parish)  
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Cooperative work parties (2 per year) with participants from AmeriCorps, SOLV, BSA, & S.W. 
Portland Neighborhood Association in the Watershed Restoration Program for our own site. 
Wonderful for the church grounds, and excellent interfacing of parishioners with the 
community 

Advent Retreat (Quiet Day) held at the parish — 26 participants (4 from other parishes) 
Lenten Retreat (Quiet Day) held at the parish — 18 participants from our parish 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Advent collection boxes for each family to raise funds for the IOCC — a Pan-Orthodox 
cooperative Advent theme in many Portland area parishes....as a kick-off for the January Pan-
Orthodox multi-parish benefit concert of liturgical music to raise funds for the IOCC. 

Benefit Brunch Fundraiser at the beginning of Lent to kick-off Lenten collection to send a 
parishioner to participate in the IOCC Gulf Coast Project (i.e., cooperation with Habitat for 
Humanity in building homes for Hurricane Katrina victims).  We were able to sponsor one of 
our Inquirers who joined her daughter from a neighboring parish on a July Gulf Coast Project 
trip. 

Monthly support to St. Juvenaly Mission in Kona, Hawaii 
Monthly serving of meals at the St. Francis Dining Hall 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Thankfully, we are not facing any major (or minor) challenges at this time 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Advent Quiet Day set or Saturday, November 20 
Hierarchial Visitation scheduled for the weekend of December 4-5 
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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, Portland OR 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of September 
1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 110 110 110 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 100 100 100 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   90 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 25 25 25 

Number of Catechumens 7 2 

5 have identified 
themselves as 

Inquirers…classes 
don’t begin until 

9/18 
 Reported for 

Calendar Year 
2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 7 2 4 

Funerals 1 2 0 

Marriages 0 0 2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  7 1 2 

Church School/Number 
Enrolled 21 22 24 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 12 15 18 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

 
Saint Spiridon Orthodox Cathedral (1895) Mailing Address: 
400 Yale Ave. North  1310 Harrison St. 
Seattle, Washington   98109  Seattle, WA   98109 
 
 
Clergy 

Priest Yuri A. Maev, Rector 
Archpriest Vadim A. Pogrebniak, Pastor Emeritus 
Committees/Societies 

The Guild of the Lord's Friends 
Boy Scout Troop 67 
Standing committees: Annual Bazaar Comm. 
 Reducing the Risk Comm. 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Father Yuri being permanently assigned to the parish. 
A very successful bazaar with many younger and newer members taking on the leadership roles. 
The start of the "Feed The Hungry Program", providing lunch one Saturday a month to the 

homeless in our parish hall. 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

We continue our monthly charity collections to benefit both Orthodox and non-Orthodox 
organizations; locally, nationally and internationally. Annual collection drives include:  food 
drive during Great Lent, summer food drives geared towards school children, collecting new 
school supplies & backpacks, Christmas toy & gift collection, reading material for a local 
veterans home, toiletries for shelters and icons & greeting cards for Mother Katrina. A special 
sock & underwear drive for a local school district drive was conducted by one of our Scouts as 
part of his Eagle Scout project. 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Our cathedral is currently without a Deacon. Protodeacon George Haloulakos moved back to 
California to be closer to his aging parents. His presence is greatly missed 

Constant maintenance of the cathedral and annex are required due to age 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

In December 2010 we will welcome His Grace Bishop BENJAMIN as we celebrate our l15th 
anniversary 

We, along with everyone here in the Northwest, look forward to the All-American Council 
meeting in the fall of 2011 
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Saint Spiridon Orthodox Cathedral, Seattle WA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 100 99 88 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 100 110 110 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   70-80 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 40 35 35 

Number of Catechumens 4 5 4 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 7 15 4 

Funerals 5 5 5 

Marriages 3 2 2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 0 2 

Church School/Number Enrolled 35 35 35 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 0 12 8 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Holy Resurrection Church (1896) 
8710 28th Ave. E 
Tacoma, WA 98445 
 
MAIL: P.O. Box 1332 
Puyallup, WA   98372 

Clergy 

Archpriest John Pierce, Rector 
Priest Joseph Velez, attached 
Priest Daniel Armatas, attached 
Priest Irenaeus Williams, attached 
Deacon Luke Fordice, attached 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Holy Myrrhbearers Sisterhood 
Sunday School 
Youth (teen) Group 
Since October 2007 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

The parish sponsored a Youth Camp at a nearby facility June 28 – July 2, it is hoped that 
this can be opened to area churches in 2011 

Fr. John and Matushka Katherine Pierce celebrated 25 years of pastoral service in the 
Holy Trinity – Holy Resurrection Parish on July 25. His Grace, Bishop Benjamin, 
made his archpastoral visit in conjunction with the celebration 

His Beatitude, Metropolitan Jonah, visited and served in the parish on July 31 – August 1 
     Charitable Outreach Activities 

Monthly collection for the needy 
Participation in local hot meals program 
Sunday food collection for local Fish Food Bank 
Toys for Tots collection at our St. Nicholas Children’s party 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Three members of the parish, Fr. John Pierce (Local Clergy Chair), Lynnell Brunswig 
(Local Lay Chair) and Michelle Mewhinney-Angel (Local Secretary), serve on the 16th 
All American Council Local Executive Committee, the parish will be heavily involved in 
the AAC which will take place in nearby Bellevue, WA Oct. 30 – Nov. 4, 2010. 
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Holy Resurrection Church, Tacoma WA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 80 88 81 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 95 126 125 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   105 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 25 30 30 

Number of Catechumens 11 6 1 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 10 6 
 

10 

Funerals 1 1 
 
0 

Marriages 2 3 
 
1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  3 2 
 
3 

Church School/Number Enrolled 20 25 
 

25 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 15 20 

 
15 
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2009/10 Pacific Southwest Deanery Report 
Diocesan Assembly of the Diocese of the West 

V. Rev. Lawrence Russell, Dean 
August 30, 2010 

 
Your Grace, Vladyka BENJAMIN, Very Reverend, Reverend Fathers, and pious delegates, I 
want to begin by thanking God for His help and each of you for your prayers and the help that 
you have generously offered me.  At last year’s Diocesan Assembly, in Santa Rosa, CA, the 
brothers of the deanery asked that I serve another three year term as dean.  I feel honored to do 
so—especially since the average years of service among the priests of our deanery is over 20 
years and most have served the church for over 30 years.   
 
Structural Changes and Clergy Assignments 
There was a structural change to the Pacific Southwest Deanery during the past year.  Effective 
July 16, St. Nicholas Church in San Diego was transferred into our deanery.  We welcome Fr. 
Alexander Shkalov and the faithful of St. Nicholas back into our deanery. The Pacific Southwest 
Deanery is now comprised of the following eight parishes:  Holy Virgin Mary Cathedral, Los 
Angeles; St. Herman Church, Oxnard; St. John of Damascus Church, Poway; St. Innocent 
Church, Tarzana; Orthodox Church of the Annunciation, Santa Maria; St. Paul the Apostle 
Church, Las Vegas; SS. Peter and Paul Church, Phoenix; St. Nicholas Church, San Diego.  
This year brought a couple of changes to the clergy diptychs.  Effective August 30, Archpriest 
Michael Senyo was released from his duties as rector of Holy Virgin Mary Cathedral and 
transferred to the Omophorion of His Grace, Bishop MELCHISEDEK of Pittsburgh and Western 
Pennsylvania. At the same time, Archpriest Nicolas Boldireff is appointed Acting Rector of 
Holy Virgin Mary Cathedral, Los Angeles, California. We are grateful to Fr. Michael and his 
family for their service at the cathedral for over a decade, and pray for a fruitful ministry for 
Archpriest Nicholas Boldireff and family.    
 
Demographics: 
Reported adult membership in the deanery parishes fell from 566 to 512.  One parish increased 
in its number of members, five remained the same and one parish decreased.  
 
General Remarks 
As the reader will see in the individual reports, the parishes of the deanery have been generally 
stable and active.  I met with individual clergy, and kept in contact through email and phone as 
need arose. Many thanks are due Archpriest Nicholas Boldireff who took in hand getting our 
Pacific Southwest Deanery Camp going again—after years of not having a deanery camp.  The 
camp was held in the fourth week of August with 11 campers.  Fr. Nicholas noted the enthusiasm 
and hopes to build the camp back up to the numbers from those years when 100 campers was 
common.        
   
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Archpriest Lawrence Russell, Dean of PSWD   
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church (1988)  
5400 Annie Oakley Drive 
Las Vegas, NV 89120 

Clergy 

Archpriest John J. Dresko, Rector  
Archpriest James Bertolini, Attached  
Committees/Societies 

St. Paul Fellowship  
 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Continue to work on stewardship development, implementation of pledging program  
Restructuring of adult education, linking with Daily Vespers on Wednesday 
“Coffee Chats” held every Thursday morning for discussion, fellowship 
Next phase of iconography in sanctuary completed 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Regular food collections for Friends of the Desert food pantry  
Winter coat and blanket collection for the needy 
Slavonic Liturgy monthly 
Girl Scouts, AA and NA meet regularly in our hall 
Support and contribute material to Blooming in the Desert website; sermons podcasted  
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Still struggling with definition of membership, trying to link with financial commitment and by-
laws changes  

Millstone of a mortgage which continues to choke us financially 
Integrating correction of sound problems in church with iconography project 
Very poor economy in Las Vegas has affected the parish combined with infrastructure problems 

and repairs 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Annual International Food Festival, November 6-7  
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St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church, Las Vegas NV 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 245 185 185 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 285 300 300 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 150 160 160 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 35 35 35 

Number of Catechumens 4 2 3 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 36 32 17 

Funerals 8 5 2 

Marriages 9 0 6 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  10 0 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 125 110 100 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 25 20 25 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Holy Virgin Mary Russian Orthodox 
Cathedral “Rescuer of the Perishing” (1922) 
650 Micheltorena Street 
Los Angeles,  CA   90026 
 
 

Clergy 

Archpriest Nicolas Boldireff, Acting Rector 
 
 
Committees/Societies 

The Sisterhood 
LOVES 
S.O.S. 
Saturday Russian School 
Sunday School 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

International Food Festival & Annual Lottery (October 2009) 
Christmas Bazaar and Luncheon (December 2009) 
Parish Feast and Hierarchical Festal Banquet (February 2010) 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

LOVES outreach to elderly and sick (visits, transportation to Church) 
Sisterhood support of the Seminaries and other benevolent organizations 
SOS scholarship assistance to university and college students, active parishioners 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Summer Camp fundraisers 
Annual festivals, luncheons and other celebrations 
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Holy Virgin Mary Russian Orthodox Cathedral, Los Angeles CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count  75 75 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance  200 140 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   80 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance  40 7 

Number of Catechumens  2 4 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms  20 5 

Funerals  7 11 

Marriages  2 6 

Receptions into Orthodoxy    3 

Church School/Number Enrolled  50 68 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating  10 6 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Herman Orthodox Church (1974) 
142 West Wooley Road 
Oxnard, CA 93030 
Clergy 
Paul Waisanen-Rector 
Michael Savko-Deacon 
James Mahlke –Deacon 

 

Committees/Societies 
Finance committee plans the yearly budget 
The choir 
The parish council plans everything else 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
Monthly participation in the "Friends of St. Barbara Monastery: The last Sunday of the month 
Wednesday evening Vespers and Reading in the Fathers.  This year we have been reading 

Georges Florovsky, and John Cassian 
Celebration of our Feast Day in December 
We received the icons of the twelve Apostles, including Paul, Mark and Luke, painted by Monk 

Daniil, who is part of the Daniilaion Brotherhood of the Katounakia Skete     Sister Mary, of 
Holy Assumption Monastery in Calistoga, CA ., has prepared a new set of the Festal paper 
icons on boards to replace of ones we had which had become discolored with time.   Dmitri 
Guerkewitz repainted the backgrounds for St. Nicolas and St. Herman on our iconostase 

The Reader James Mahlke was ordained into the Holy Deaconate on Pentecost at Holy Trinity in 
San Francisco 

     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
Charities include IOCC. CCMC. Ventura Rescue Mission, OCA charities, The St. Silas Prison 

Ministry, Rafael House.  Church door charities 
     Major Challenges Faced  
Fr. Paul had triple by-pass surgery at the end of August 2009.  Doctors discovered the need for 

this before any great damage occurred for which we give thanks to God. Bishop Benjamin 
came on short notice and served on the first Sunday Fr. Paul missed and our Dean Father 
Lawrence arranged for priests to serve the Sundays in September and Father returned on 
October 4th.  We appreciate St Athanasius and St. Timothy Orthodox Churches, who 
provided the priests. At the same time Fr. Dcn. Michael had surgery to remove a remnant of 
tumor that had been removed two years earlier and has completed Chemo therapy, followed 
by good reports.  Both priest and Deacon appreciate and depend on your prayers for God’s 
grace of healing throughout this time.   

With His Grace Bishop Benjamin’s permission, Fr. Youseff and the Coptic parishorers under his 
care, are using our facilities for meetings and services each week on Friday mornings, some 
Friday evenings and Saturday and Sunday evenings.  They do not use the Altar area. 

Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 
We celebrate our Feast Day in mid-December. 
Fr. Paul celebrates his twentieth Anniversary in the priesthood next July. 
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St. Herman Orthodox Church, Oxnard CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 33 33 36 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 34 31.46 33.34 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants No count No count No count 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 4-8 4-8 4-8 

Number of Catechumens  1  

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 5 1 1 

Funerals 1 0 0 

Marriages 1 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1 1 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 6 6 2 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 33 30 33 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Saints Peter and Paul Church (1951) 
1614 East Monte Vista Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85006 
 
Parish website:  www.sspeterpaulaz.org 
Clergy 

Archpriest David Brum 
Protodeacon Alexis Washington 
 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council: fulfills duties as defined in parish and diocesan by-laws; oversees maintenance/ 
improvement of parish property/buildings; provides leadership in parish programs & outreach. 

Saints Peter and Paul Choir: Members sing and read at the Divine Services and participate in 
local Orthodox events, e.g. Lenten Vesper services 

Holy Myrrhbearers Altar Society: provides for liturgical needs of the temple; hosts parish 
social events; assists in preparing for parish activities such as retreats, Holy Supper on Eve of 
Nativity; assists with all parish and local inter-jurisdictional events. 

Sunday School: teachers and assistants provide weekly religious education classes for parish 
children and youth. 

Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America: Chapter 219: supports overall work of the 
parish; raises funds for various Church charities and projects. 

Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Lenten Retreat led by Father Alexander Rentel--opened to Orthodox community at-large, 45 
participants. 

Improvements on Temple and parish hall--repainting/treatment of domes, trim on buildings, as 
well as other interior improvements, including ongoing iconography project 

Bishop Benjamin’s archpastoral visit for patronal feast, June 28-29, 2010 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Monthly collection for Project Mexico 
In-kind donations provided on a regular basis to St Mary Food Pantry 
Parish support of various OCA, IOCC, OCMC, and FOCA charities 
Participation in local Orthodox parish events 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Financial challenges resulting from current economic situation 
Outreach of a small community in a large metropolitan area 
Developing “peer” ministry to parish elderly and shut-ins 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Completion of iconography project 
Completion of additional parking lot 
Sixtieth anniversary of parish (November 2011) 
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Saints Peter and Paul Church, Phoenix AZ 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 52 52 54 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 115 120 120 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants - - 70 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 10 20 20 

Number of Catechumens 6 2 4 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms  
7 10 9 

Funerals  
2 2 1 

Marriages  
2 3 2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy   
5 5 6 

Church School/Number Enrolled  
25 30 35 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 

 
25 20 20 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St John of Damascus Orthodox Church (1976) 
16903 Espola Road 
Poway, CA  92064   
Clergy 

Archpriest Alexander Federoff, Rector since November 1978 
Priest Boulos Khoury, attached since July 1, 2010 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council Greeters 
St John’s Auxiliary Prosphora Makers      
Church School Teachers    
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

We held our first Annual Parish International Festival on Saturday, October 17, 2009 a couple of 
days after last year’s assembly.  We were prepared to accommodate 1,000 people but the 
crowd was much less.  A lot of work when into event and we did make a good profit.  One of 
our goals was to get people to come to the church and we felt this was accomplished. The 
2010 Festival was postponed since we are joyfully hosting this year’s Diocesan Assembly. 

Saturday, March 20, 2010, we hosted, on behalf of the local clergy brotherhood, a two-day 
Lenten Retreat lead by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Jonah.  What a wonderful opportunity to 
invite local Orthodox and non-Orthodox to participate!  Both days were full of services, 
lectures and hospitality provided by our parishioners.  At least 120 different folks attended 
each day which culminated in a Pan-Orthodox Lenten Vesper Service.  Responses were sung 
by a combined adult and children’s choir. 

Pascha is always one of our Top Three Activities.  This year Great Lent came very early but so 
did Pascha.  Our Liturgical cycle is full and very well attended.  Since both Easters were 
celebrated on the same day, we did not have as many folks, but I am sure everyone will 
remember the earthquake that rattled our building! 

     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

St John’s is among four local Orthodox Churches that 
began July 14, 2010 to feed the homeless on 
Wednesday evenings.  Under the umbrella of 
FOCUS, a steering committee found a local group 
that provided meals for the home every day, except 
Wednesday.  The Orthodox volunteered to take over 
this task on an ongoing basis.  We have committed 
to do this on the first Wednesday of every month.  
The evening begins with a half hour message followed by a dinner prepared by the church.  
On first time was August 4, 2010.  

Every third Sunday of the month we ask parishioners to contribute fund that we send on to 
Father Michael Mihalick and his family.  Fr Michael is an OCA priest who has an aggressive 
form of MS and can no later service the church and no longer receives a salary.  For 2010 we 
collected $5,612 which we sent for their use.  

Project Mexico – we adopted a student for the year and contribute $1,200 or $100 a month for 
his educational needs. 
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     Major Challenges Faced  

Anyone have a couple of million dollars they can loan us?   In May 19, 2009 the Poway City 
Council approved the modification of our Major Use Permit to include the replacement of 
our present modular multipurpose hall with a 3,500 sq ft building including a commercial 
kitchen and two adjacent buildings with classroom, office and workroom space.  This is the 
culmination of planning that started in April 2005.   

This project is a major challenge and it is doubtful we can get our act together to secure a 
building permit in the two year period.  Our preliminary cost for both building is $2,000,000.  
One amazing fact is that we will pay off the church mortgage in three years.  But given the 
current recession, money is tight! 

Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

St John’s has begun to explore the possibility of creating a mission parish in Riverside County.  
We have a couple who travel one hour each way from Hemet and attend our Liturgy.  As St 
John’s has matured and grown, it is time to help plant and cultivate another Orthodox 
Community as their Mother/Sponsoring parish!  Pray for our success.    
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St John of Damascus Orthodox Church, Poway CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 90 90 88 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 110 105 105 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   99 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 35 35 35 

Number of Catechumens 6 4 3 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 5 5 6 

Funerals 0 1 3 

Marriages 4 4 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  2 0 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 25 25 25 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating n/a 12 10 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Nicholas Church (1940) 
3873 Cherokee Ave. 
San Diego,CA 92104 

Clergy 

V.Rev.Alexander Shkalov 
Rev.Archdeacon Benjamin Richards 
Rev Protodeacon George Haloulakos 
Committees/Societies 

Sanday Schoool 
Adult Education: Holy Bible class. 
Sisterhood  
Brotherhood 
Parish Messenger 
Stewardship 
Library 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Pledges system 
Remodeling Church Hall 
St.Nicholas Church 70th Anniversary 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Offering instruction in English for  arrived immigrants 
Hospitality and fellowship with the orthodox  brotherhood, the Martha and Mary House, 
The children in Palestine and Russia. 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Lack of Parking for Parishioners 
Parish property need for renovation 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

St.Nicholas Church 70th Anniversary on December 5-6, 2010 
Elka January 2011 
Maslenitza March 2011 
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St. Nicholas Church, San Diego CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 38 40 40 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 35 35 38 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 14 12 15 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 14 12 12 

Number of Catechumens 1 2 2 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 13 9 15 

Funerals 1 0 1 

Marriages 1 2 2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  3 4 5 

Church School/Number Enrolled 11 14 12 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 3 4 5 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Orthodox Church of the Annunciation (1979) 
877 Francine Ln. 
Santa Maria  CA 93455 

Clergy 

Archpriest Lawrence Russell 
 
 
Committees/Societies 

Building Committee 

 

 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Annual visit and report of Tsige Gobezie of the Gobezie Goshu Home for the Elderly, in 
Ethiopia 

Beginning of construction on the new Church in March 
Hosting of His Grace, Vladyka Benjamin for Annunciation Feastday and His Grace’s blessing of 

the foundations of the church 
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Gobezie Goshu Home for the Elderly 
Project Mexico 
Annual preparation of Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets and gifts 
Two annual open houses with tours of the church and instructional classes for making pisanky 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Dip in finances with some job loss 
Seeing better attendance at services other than the Sunday Liturgy.  Very slow improvement 
 
 
Upcoming events 

Opening of the newly-constructed church building 
Charitable Visit to Ethiopia 
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Orthodox Church of the Annunciation, Santa Maria CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 33 39 39 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 50 55 55 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 45 45 45 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 15 15-20 15-20 

Number of Catechumens 3 2 2 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 2 0 0 

Funerals 0 1 0 

Marriages 1 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1 2 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 20 20 20 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 15-20 15-20 15-20 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Innocent Orthodox Church (1955) 
5657 Lindley Ave. 
Tarzana, CA 

 

Clergy 

Fr. Yousuf Rassam 
6570 Bianca Ave. 
Van Nuys, CA 91356 
 
Committees/Societies 

Society of St. Innocent (SOSI) 
Youth/ Young adult group in formation 
 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Superbowl Fundraiser, February 2010 
Educational Retreat for the Apostle’s Fast, on the Church (Ecclesiology) June 26th, 2010 
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Re-commencement of the Monthly Messenger 
New website, (in formation) 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Trying not to hold on the past negative dynamics, establish positive dynamics 
Struggling to meet financial obligations 
Fixed heating and air conditioning in the classrooms and offices 
Retiled floor in the classrooms 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

30th anniversary of the Consecration 

 

 
 

 



 

2010 DOW Assembly  104 Delegate Book 2 
 
 

 
St. Innocent Orthodox Church, Tarzana CA 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count - 38 38 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance - 75 75 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants - - 45 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance - (vespers)15 (vespers)15 

Number of Catechumens - 5 5 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 16 4 4 

Funerals 12 6 1 

Marriages - 0 3 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  - 0 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled - 30 30 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating - 15 15 
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Rocky Mountain Deanery 
Archpriest Anthony Karbo, Dean 

 
“Doing our part for the Diocesan Website” 

 
http://dowoca.org/2009/rocky-mountain-deanery-gathers-for-st-andrews-day/ 

 
http://dowoca.org/2010/colorado-holy-synod-retreat/ 

 
http://dowoca.org/2010/colorado-winter-retreat/ 

 
http://dowoca.org/2010/rocky-mountain-orthodoxy-vespers/ 

 
http://dowoca.org/2010/building-hope-in-us-project-mexico-2010/ 

 

 
http://dowoca.org/2010/best-summer-camp-ever/ 

Beloved Master, Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 Glory to God for all things! 
 
 The Rocky Mountain Deanery has officially met three times since last year’s Assembly 
(we have "unofficially attended each other's feast days, participated in camps, etc. together).  
Beyond discussing details of our many activities together (Summer Camp, Winter Retreat, 
Project. Mexico, Divide blessing, etc.), the focus of our times together has been three-fold:  1) 
“Brotherhood”:  intentionalized in the form of sharing one another’s life stories; sharing parish 
experiences in order to learn from, sharpen, and be accountable to one another; sharing insights 
and reflections relevant to the liturgical season we found ourselves in, and/or from personal 
study and reading.  2)  “Priesthood”:  Prior to meeting we receive copies of an article relevant to 
the priesthood:  the first was a lengthy collection of quotes from contemporary Elders of the 
Church, compiled by Bp. Basil (Essey); our second meeting looked at reflections on the 
priesthood from the journal of St. John of Kronstadt; our third meeting was a special presentation 
and discussion on the question:  “What does God want from me as priest and confessor?”  3)  
“Missions”:  It has been embarrassingly more than 35 years since the founding of the last OCA 
parish in our deanery.  Each meeting we discuss demographics and leads toward starting new 
missions.  Fr. Barnabas made a special trip to Durango, CO to follow up one such lead.  We have 
since been contacted again by a group in the Four Corners area of the state.  Frs. Daniel and 
Anthony met with them in person and served liturgy with them in September.  We have targeted  
possibilities in the South Denver Metro area, Northern Colorado, and the Western Slope.  All 
contacts have been followed up, overtures made, but to no avail at present.  Colorado has 
produced no less than 9 seminarians in the last few years alone, and “darn it”, we as a deanery 
want to keep them in this great state of 5 million potential Orthodox Christians! 
 Details of other deanery activity can be found in the above listed links to the diocesan 
website.  These articles evidence only a portion of the work we have worked toward over the 
past year, testifying to our commitment and sacrifice toward one another, our Lord, and our 
common mission and witness as a deanery. 
 
Archpriest Anthony Karbo 

http://dowoca.org/2009/rocky-mountain-deanery-gathers-for-st-andrews-day/�
http://dowoca.org/2010/colorado-holy-synod-retreat/�
http://dowoca.org/2010/colorado-winter-retreat/�
http://dowoca.org/2010/rocky-mountain-orthodoxy-vespers/�
http://dowoca.org/2010/building-hope-in-us-project-mexico-2010/�
http://dowoca.org/2010/best-summer-camp-ever/�
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Mary’s Holy Dormition Church (1905) 
19485 N. Calhan Hwy 
Calhan, CO   80808 
 
 

Clergy 

Rev. Lawrence Gaudreau 
 
 
 
Committees/Societies 

St. Tikhon’s Restoration Committee 
Rose Marie Sisterhood 
 
 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Moliebian for Rain and Celebration when the rains came. 
7th Annual Slavic Fest 
Bishop Benjamin’s Visit 
 
 
 
    Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Stranded Travelers Program 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets for the needy  
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Restoring St. Tikhon’s Chapel 
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 
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St. Mary’s Holy Dormition Church, Calhan CO 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 54 58 60 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 50 53 65 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 50 50 60 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 10 13 13 

Number of Catechumens 1 0 0 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 5 4 0 

Funerals 3 3 0 

Marriages 2 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  2 0 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 25 25 28 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 6 8 15 
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Parish Name and Address 

 
New parish hall in relation to temple 

Ss. Constantine and Helen / Holy Theophany 
Orthodox Church (1974) 

2770 N. Chestnut St.  
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
 
Clergy 

Archpriest Anthony Karbo 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council 
Ladies Study Group 
Youth Group 
Young Adults Group 
Altar Boys 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Construction:  completion of new fellowship hall,; marble gazebo installed in memory of Alex 
and Sarah Kharitonoff 

Hosting of Synod of Bishops Meeting   
Two more seminarians sent to St. Tikhon’s Fall ‘10 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Community Garden on church property; Monthly service at local soup kitchen; work trips to 
Holy Protection Monastery; monthly support of local and international ministries; Agia Sophia 
Bookstore and Coffee House (“Best of Springs, ‘10”); hosted Fuller Seminary Graduation in new 
hall, inclusive of participation at Vespers in Temple - one of many such “outreach/evangelical” 
witness events/presentations; Agia Sophia hosts several groups for “on the house” evenings 
throughout the year in effort to familiarize them with the Orthodox Church; 15th Proj. Mexico 
trip, which has evolved into state-wide youth activity, (30 participants + one full time summer 
intern from this parish); Summer Youth Camp (140 persons, 37 from this parish, inclusive of 
deanery clergy participation); Winter Teen Retreat (55 participants, 18 from this parish) 
     Major Challenges Faced  

As with the whole nation, economy has impacted parishioners and parish finances (for us, at a 
time when expenses have risen due to new construction) - several persons unemployed/ 
under-employed;  

Sending quality parishioners to seminary means we don’t get to keep them and their talents in the 
parish, let alone the deanery!  Hoping for Summer Intern ’11;  

More that could be done to witness our faith, but limited by time and staffing 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

We are looking forward to a peaceful, uneventful year.....   
Annual activities: Teen Nativity retreat; parish feast day (May 21), Blessing of Waters atop 

Continental Divide; Summer Camp ’11; Proj. Mex. ’11;  
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Ss. Constantine and Helen / Holy Theophany Orthodox Church, Colorado Springs CO 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 90 90 90 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 160 160 160 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 90 100 105 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 65 70 75 

Number of Catechumens 12 15 8 at present 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 26 10 12 

Funerals 2 2 2 

Marriages 1 0 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy     

Church School/Number Enrolled 30 35 35 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 15 15 15 

 

 
Meeting of the Holy Synod 

 
Kharitonoff memorial gazebo 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Saint Andrew’s Orthodox Church (1980) 
298 Bert Street 
Delta, Colorado 81416 
 
Clergy 

Archpriest Daniel Jones 
Deacon David Fabula 
Subdeacon Cyril Stagner Readers: David Pertz, Daniel Showalter, Mark Kautsky 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council Altar Servers 
Flowers and Adornment Choir 
Sisterhood functions Building and Grounds 
Most of these function pretty informally and communally. 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

At Saint Andrew’s we do not really function by orientation with top activities.  Our essential 
activity is the liturgical and spiritual life of the church and the fruit that flowers from this within 
the social life in the parish, and the love and care shared among the families that constitute the 
parish.  This overflows, to the degree that we are successful, into the larger secular community in 
which we live, by means of our daily lives, careers and jobs, shopping, local charity activities, all 
the smallness of regular life, etc.  Of course all of this contains the usual parish items of yard 
sales, cookouts, parties, dinners, wedding festivals, etc.  And the usual painting of the building, 
cleaning, replacing the carpets, repairs, remodels, tree trimming and general upkeeps.  This year 
we were blessed to once again have our life overflow all the way into Uganda.  We welcomed 
back a Ugandan Seminary graduate.  We now count him and his family among our parish family.  
And we feel confident that we also are included in his life in Africa and the plans for his service 
in the Church locally there.  Mostly we try to live the Orthodox Christian life in Delta, Colorado, 
attempting to be faithful to the Orthodox Tradition, in a world often, but not always, seemingly 
at odds with much of what is of Christ. 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

We provide small financial support for our OCA and DOW charity appeals; missionary 
endeavors in Romania, Mary and Martha House, Russian Children Welfare Society, Hogar 
Rafael, Raphael House in San Francisco, local and special charity requests and appeals, as well 
as to the personal connections having been made by our parish. 
     Major Challenges Faced  

As a parish structure we have an adequate abundance of everything, by the blessing of God.  As 
the priest of the parish, speaking in representation of the faithful, the major challenge faced by all 
is simply saving a place in the altar of the heart for the thermometer of our love for Jesus Christ 
to be rising every day. 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

Divine Liturgy, Baptisms, Feastdays, Christmas, Pascha, and everything mentioned above, all by 
the grace of God and as He wills. We will celebrate our 30th anniversary this year. Our parish 
life is extraordinary in its ordinariness.  We try to thank God for everything. 
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Saint Andrew’s Orthodox Church, Delta CO 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 40 43 45 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 85 85 85 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   75 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 45 50 55 

Number of Catechumens  3 0 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 2 1 10 

Funerals 2 0 0 

Marriages 2 0 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy    in baptisms 

Church School/Number Enrolled    

Adult Education/Number 
Participating   about 43 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

Holy Transfiguration of Christ Cathedral (1898) 
349 E 47th Ave 
Denver, CO   80216-2702 
Clergy 

Archpriest David Lowell, Rector 
Archpriest Eugene Tarris, attached 
Archpriest James Worth, attached  
Protodeacon  Averky Davis, attached 
Deacon Alexander Vallens, attached 
Deacon Michael Tarris, attached  
Committees/Societies 

St, Mary’s Altar Society 

 
 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Repose of Archpriest Joseph and Matushka Paulette Hirsch and the naming of Hirsch Hall in 
their honor; transition to new Rector and renovation of Rectory 

Old Globeville Days and Orthodox Food Festival, July 2010, a successful neighborhood and 
fundraising event. 

St Sava ethnic food festival in January 2020 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Pan-Orthodox Dinner Dance and auction hosted by our parish to raise money for Russian 
Children’s Hospice and St Herman of Alaska Seminary April 9, 2010 

 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Repose of both Fr Joe and Mat. Paulette very suddenly after 25 years at this parish. 
Economic woes leave many parishioners out of work or under-employed, reducing parish 

income by more than 25,000 dollars, including many who cannot even contribute their Fair 
Share contribution which the parish as a whole will cover for this year at least.  

 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 
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Holy Transfiguration of Christ Cathedral, Denver CO    

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 84 85 85 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 246 250 250 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   150 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 20 20 15 

Number of Catechumens 4 4 2 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 23 11 10 

Funerals 4 4 2 

Marriages 1 1 3 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  3 2 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 40 40 40 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 4 4 4 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Herman Orthodox Church (1972) 
991 W. Prentice Ave. 
Littleton, CO 80121 
303-798-7306 

Clergy 

Rev. Fr. John Armstrong 

Committees/Societies 

Parish Council; Bylaws Committee; “Dipes & Wipes” 

Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

I had the joy and privilege of organizing our city-wide pan-Orthodox Lenten Retreat hosting 
Archimandrite Meletios Webber who gave three talks on: Forgiveness, Confession, and the 
Jesus Prayer.  We hope that these talks will be made available for your edification. 

Established a Prison ministry at Hudson Correctional Facility in Hudson, CO.  This prison is 
less than a year old with ~900 inmates, half of whom are “native Alaskans” with a good 
number of these being “Russian Orthodox” Christians.  They receive a visit from Fr. John 
every week on Tuesdays from 1 to 3 pm.  It is my hope to have other clergy & parishioners 
trained to participate in this ministry.  There is currently a core group of ~10 Orthodox 
Christians desiring to grow in their Faith. 

We had the blessing of “launching” St. John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Church off to their 
new church building on Sunday, August 29.  We have been hosting them and their priest, Fr. 
Radovan Petrovic, weekly for the last 4 years.  We share a mutual love & respect for one 
another and plan to continue our friendship by participating in each other’s patronal feasts. 

     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

“Dipes & Wipes” continues to distributes 100s of diapers & wipes to families with babies and 
small children; distribution twice a month. 

We continue to sponsor one charity per month by posting that ministries information on a 
bulletin board in the church hall & collecting a free will offering which we match up to 
~$450 per month. 

We currently sponsor two OCMC missionaries on a monthly basis by prayer & finances. 
We maintain a “food bucket” which we regularly fill and donate to Food Bank of the Rockies. 
     Major Challenges Faced  

The continual “challenge” of applying the Gospel to our ongoing relationships, especially the 
commandment to “love one another as I have loved you.”  We as clergy have to set the 
example; how? --by crucifying our stubborn self-will, by listening, by caring, by praying. 

Overcoming the spiritual entropy resulting from the pull of the world, the flesh & the devil. 
Slight decrease in giving due to forces within our culture. 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 

38th parish anniversary 
Visit from His Grace in January 2011 
We will host this year’s All-Orthodox Choir Festival in June 2011, for the second time 
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St. Herman Orthodox Church, Littleton CO 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of September 1, 
2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 55 69 62 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine 
Liturgy Attendance 91 87 81 

Average Sunday Divine 
Liturgy Communicants ~75 ~70 ~65 

Average Saturday Great 
Vespers or Vigil Attendance 25 30 25 

Number of Catechumens 21 7 8 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 20 10 2 

Funerals 1 3 0 

Marriages 2 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  2 1 1 

Church School/Number 
Enrolled 25 30 20 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 25 25 20 
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Parish Name and Address 

 

St. Michael's Orthodox Church (1903) 
801 W. Summit Ave. 
Pueblo, CO 81004 
Clergy 
Priest Barnabas Powell 
Committees/Societies 
Parish Council (six members plus rector) Eternal Mysteries Bookstore 
Festival Coordinator (elected at All Parish Meeting) Church School 
Since October 2009 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
Visit of Bishop Benjamin for our Feast Day Slava and 80th anniversary of our "new" temple's 

consecration.  This included the tonsure of a reader, the gift of a relic of St. Tikhon's 
patriarchal enthronement mantia from Dn. Alexander Vallens, and a very favorable 
newspaper article 

Our Slavic Festival is never a huge moneymaker, but brings scores of visitors into our temple 
and gets our parishioners working together and enjoying each other's company 

Several other events brought groups of visitors into our temple, including the Bessemer 
Historical Society's "Saints & Sinners Tour" (of historic local churches and bars), an Art 
History class field trip from Pueblo Community College, and a Lenten Vespers "retreat" of 
the youth group from Pueblo's largest Baptist church 

     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
We maintain a food pantry, based on parishioner donations, that provides groceries to those who 

come to the rectory seeking assistance 
We take one special collection each month to benefit local and national charities 
Several parishioners participated in the local annual "Walk for Life" to raise money and 

awareness for a local crisis pregnancy center 
     Major Challenges Faced  
Stagnant parish growth, reflecting in part stagnant population growth in Pueblo.  According to 

the latest stats, our city population has grown by .3% over the past decade.  Key parishioners 
keep moving away 

A massive hailstorm caused roughly $30,000 in damages to our property.  Even with full 
insurance coverage, repairs were time consuming and distracting from other business 

The national financial meltdown.  Our endowment at one point lost 50% of its value, dipping 
below the principle of 15 years ago 

Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2010 to September 2011 
Hopefully another visit from Bishop Benjamin, with a reader tonsuring if possible 
Blessing of our newly acquired All Saints of America Orthodox Cemetery, a specially designated 

Orthodox section within the local historic cemetery where our faithful are buried.  By 
purchasing 10 plots outright at a discounted rate, we guarantee a further 50 contiguous graves 
around us reserved for Orthodox use 

One-hundred-ten years since our initial incorporation as the Greek Catholic Church of St. 
Michael on June 3, 1901 

Festival (Sept. 12) and Saints & Sinners Tour (Nov. 13) 
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St. Michael's Orthodox Church, Pueblo CO 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

As of 
September 1, 

2010 

Fair Share Membership Count 32 28 26 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 41 34 41 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   36 

Average Saturday Vigil 
Attendance 14 16 15 

Number of Catechumens 6 3 6 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2008 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2009 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2010 

Baptisms 6 1 1 

Funerals 3 3 3 

Marriages 0 1 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  4 0 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 5 3 7 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 5 4 8 

 


