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Version Octoberber 10, 2010 
 

This is update to the original (September 15, 2010) version of the document.  Changes include: 
1) September 17:  Stewards of the West list updated to reflect donations for 2010 made 

during December 2009 (pages 13-16). 
2) October 10:  Lay Metropolitan Council Representative report added at end (pages 53-55). 
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 2009/10 Diocesan Assembly 
Department of Charities Report 

Archpriest Lawrence Russell 
August 30, 2010 

 
Since last year’s Diocesan Assembly, four charitable institutions received funds from the Diocese of the 
West.  These allocations were part of the Diocese of the West’s charitable outreach and were proposed by 
the Charity Committee, reviewed by the Diocesan Budgetary Committee, presented to the Diocesan 
Council and adopted as part of our ‘09/10 diocesan budget at last year’s Diocesan Assembly.   
 
The services provided by the institutions we supported are often a matter of life and death for those who 
receive them:   
 

• Raphael House (San Francisco and Portland) assists battered women and at-risk families. 
• Martha and Mary House is an Orthodox Christian Maternity Home “providing spiritual, 

emotional and practical support for pregnant women in crisis facing difficult life choices for 
themselves and their unborn children.”  

• The Gobezie-Goshu Home for the Elderly is a dormitory that houses and feeds up to 60 destitute 
elderly in the northern regions of Ethiopia.  The work also currently cares for 110 invalid shut-
ins (up 20 from last year) and provides tuition for 500 kindergarteners (up 100 from last year). 

 
The funding for the budget of this department comes through the Stewards of the West.  The committee’s 
approach has been to offer limited diocesan funds to institutions that are directly related, in one way or 
another, to our diocese.  There is an additional $2,000 designated for discretionary use, and made 
available through formal request.  In addition to the yearly budget,  we sponsor a diocese-wide, Lenten 
Appeal.  This year, His Grace, instructed us to raise additional funds for the Gobezie Goshu Home for 
the Elderly.  Many thanks to Emily Stchur for her work in creating a stunning Lenten appeal poster and 
to her priest, Fr. John Strickland, for his requesting Emily to do so on our behalf.  The total number of 
parishes that contributed to this year’s appeal was down, but individuals and parishes still sent in 
$4076.37.   
 
The committee has received official requests for continued funding and proposes the following budget: 
 
Raphael House, Portland       $500.00 
Raphael House, San Francisco                  $500.00 
Gobezie-Goshu Home                   $500.00 
Martha & Mary House                $1,200.00 
Discretionary Fund     $2,000.00 
 
Budget Total
 

     $4,700.00 

No decision has been made as to what charity will be designated to receive the funds raised in the 2011 
Lenten appeal.   
 
Respectfully Submitted by,  
Archpriest Lawrence Russell, Chair 
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DIOCESE OF THE WEST 
Department of Communications 

 
Report to the 2010 Diocesan Assembly 

Archpriest John J. Dresko, Director 
jdresko@me.com  •  702.485.3810 

 
 

Since our last assembly, I was tasked by His Grace to assume the responsibilities for leading 
the Department of Communications. Having held this position in previous years in a 
different place, I knew what this entailed. It is a difficult job. Since last year, we have 
concentrated on stabilizing the process of communications and the website, since that is 
now the primary form of communication within the diocese. 
 
Our new (once again) website should be up and running by the time we meet in Poway. We 
thank Fr. John Schrodel for all his hard work in heading the technical side of the website in 
the past. He has been invaluable in the move to Orthodox Web Solutions. We hope you find 
the new site more appealing visually and more instinctive in navigation. We will continue 
to tweak everything to make it more appealing in the future. 
 
Like all communication, the process is only as good as the participants. We can only 
communicate to the rest of the diocese that which is communicated to us. There are a few 
parishes and deaneries that faithfully send information for publication to me. Thank you! 
 
But in general, we have a distinct lack of communication within the diocese as far as 
diligence in forwarding information. There are a lot of good things going on throughout the 
diocese about which no one knows because information has not been forwarded. Pictures, 
announcements, articles, reflections, news releases, etc. all would be most helpful in 
improving the communications within our diocese. We hope 2011 will see an improvement 
in this area. 
 
We thank His Grace for his confidence in our department. He is unfailingly regular in 
providing material for the website, along with photos. We hope his example inspires others 
to do the same. 
 
We also are more than happy to receive suggestions and comments on ways to improve 
communication within the diocese. My contact information is at the top of this report. 
Please feel free to contact me. 

mailto:jdresko@me.com�
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EDUCATION 
  
 Any number of excellent educational materials are available for use via TOCA, OCEC, and other  
canonical jurisdiction websites, thus it seems redundant and presumptuous for this department to  
create more curriculum and ways to structure a parish education program.      
 That being said, I cannot overstate that an educator’s personal spiritual growth and participation 
in the Church's life is the single most critical and underestimated factor in passing on the Orthodox 
faith to our youth and children.  Even the best religious education curriculum remains “dead” if it is not 
incarnated in the life and experience of the educator...  If a teacher is instructing a class on the 
significance of the Baptism of Christ, but is not present at the feast of Theophany, for example, the 
teaching is near all for nought  (c.f. "what thank have ye, even sinners to the same" i.e. pass on 
information, but neglect participation)!  Parish educators are to first instruct by example, deed, and 
participation, then by word, lest our Holy Orthodox faith be reduced to mere data points of events, 
persons, rites, etc., that children can get at any "church" in town, often in a much more entertaining 
format - inclusive of DVD’s, internet, coloring books, etc.   
 We must strive to lead our children, youth, and catechumens into holistic participation in the life of 
Christ and the Church.  This is the beauty and depth of what the Church offers the world....  our children 
can find  Bible stories elsewhere, but no where else can they participate in the events of the Scriptures, 
and come to know the Saints as "extended family" in Christ. Parish educators, vested fully in the 
sacramental and liturgical life of the Church, are essential to passing on our Living Tradition.    
 Yet more essential is that parents lead their children in their religious education and participation.  
A teacher can encourage, exhort, explain, and themselves participate in the Church's life before their 
students...  but a teacher is rarely in a position to bring their students to the Feast or event of the Church 
(though this is always an option!).  For this reason, parish education is optimally effective when it is 
family centered.  This does not mean that traditional Sunday School classes should be eliminated in favor 
of "family education nights" (though certainly an option to be considered in the right circumstances), but 
that parents are to be encouraged and empowered to see themselves as the primary religious educators of  
their children.  For example, there is an ever growing amount of quality Orthodox children's books on the 
market.  These must be readily available to families via parish bookstores, given as gifts to children in the 
parish, etc.....   By empowering parents to educate their children, the parents themselves are educated!   
 
• a goal of this department is to encourage and exhort educators and parents to an ever fuller  
participation in the life of the Church. 
 
• a second goal is to encourage purchasing and reading of the ever-growing amount of children's  
books on Orthodoxy.  Of note are the excellent children's books being published by the Christ the  
Savior Publishing:  "Path to Confession";  "House of God"; "Bless, O Lord" among others.  
 
• a third goal is to be available to parishes regarding religious education issues and challenges,  
providing feedback, resources, suggestions.   
  
Fr. Anthony Karbo   
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Diaconal Vocations Program 
Report to the Diocesan Assembly of the Diocese of the West 

Archdeacon Kirill Sokolov, Coordinator 
September 1, 2010 

 
In conjunction with my move “home” to the Diocese of the West on January 1, 2010, His 
Beatitude, Metropolitan Jonah and the Holy Synod of Bishops appointed me coordinator of our 
Church’s Diaconal and Late Vocations Programs.  His Grace, Bishop Benjamin, recently asked 
me to coordinate efforts on the Diocesan level as well.  I am honored and humbled to serve in 
this effort. 
 
I am grateful to Father John Armstrong who I succeeded in fostering diaconal vocations in this 
Diocese.  Archpriest George Gray has been a great help in sharing his wealth of class materials 
and also in sharing his time and expertise. 
 
My work would be futile without the regular and reliable counsel, support, and blessing of His 
Grace, Bishop Benjamin. 
 
On the level of our Local Church, the hierarchs and Board of Theological Education are engaged 
in an active revision of the programs.  These revisions will seek to engage candidates for the 
Diaconate in a variety of academic, mentored, online, and in-person programs.  We are 
attempting to carefully answer the question “what do we want from our parish deacons” and to 
address the challenges and opportunities presented by a growing pool of candidates. 
 
This past summer, the DVP hosted two major liturgical Practicums: a fourth-annual session at St. 
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary and a new session held at St. Herman Seminary in 
Kodiak, Alaska.  The participants in Kodiak were a wonderful blend of students from the DOW 
and seminarians from the Diocese of Alaska.  In early October, the Diocese of the West is 
holding a weekend Practicum in Milwaukie, OR. 
 
There are currently ten active students from the Diocese of the West in the DVP.  Several 
students recently completed their programs.  We also have pending applications being reviewed.  
Throughout the Orthodox Church in America, we have approximately 35 active participants. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve in this ministry.  I am always happy to talk about our 
vocations programs and to work more closely with all of our pastors and participants. 
 
Respectfully submitted, in Christ, 
 
 
 
Archdeacon Kirill Sokolov 
Coordinator, Diaconal and Late Vocations Programs 
 
81 Grande Paseo, San Rafael, CA 94903 
415-300-0106; dvp@oca.org; http://www.oca.org/dvp 
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Report of the Department of Liturgical Music 
September 8, 2010 
 
1) Goals set two years ago, as outlined in the report given to the 2008 Diocesan Assembly were 

as follows: 
a) Work with the OCA’s department of Liturgical Music to typeset Resurrectional Stichera 

in Kievan and Znamenny Chants.  
i) Texts from the OCA office were anticipated, but have only been partially provided. 

Awaiting further info 
b) Work with the OCA’s office to typeset festal hymns to be posted on oca.org 
c) Work out translation issues for the Panikhida and Funeral services and provide musical 

settings 
2) Status of Goals 

a/b) During 2009/2010 work took place on “B” above, but “A” is still at the “TBD” stage, 
because of the uncertainty of when we might have a full set of texts from the OCA 
department of liturgical music. For those eager for material, one can find a great deal of 
good material at the new website created by Archpriest George Johnson, of the ROCOR 
Diocese of Eastern America, dedicated to the “Church Singer’s Campanion” at 
http://www.eadiocese.org/companion.htm. This website features all the Saturday evening 
Resurrectional Vesperal hymns, in English, set to various types of Russian chant.  
During the last year various hymns have been posted to the diocesan and the OCA 
websites for download. Hymns were set for parishes of other dioceses, upon request.  

c) Pending final approval of translations, work is underway now to typeset the Panikhida and 
Funeral Services using the “usual” Russian style chant, as well as other types from Southwest 
Russia and Greece. In addition to this, Susan Anderson, choir director from St. Innocent 
Orthodox Church in Livermore, CA., will be working with me to provide singers to parishes 
in the Pacific Central Deanery to help out at Panikhidas and Funerals, upon request.  

3) Plans for 2010/2011 
a) The All American Council will have daily services, and we hope to provide support for 

this. Numerous ideas have been suggested, such as having a clergy choir sing the Divine 
Liturgy on one  day, having some of the local choirs sing at various and selected services, 
etc. TBD as His Grace decides. 

b) Settings of Troparia, Matins Canons, and festal stichera will continue, some of the hymns 
posted at the OCA website and some on the DOW site.  

c) Plans are underway now for the 2011 Liturgical Singing Seminar to be held in Santa 
Rosa (the focus, as always, will be on the practical, theoretical and liturgical). Notices of 
the dates will be posted in the next month.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Archpriest Lawrence Margitich 

 

http://www.eadiocese.org/companion.htm�
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Department of Youth Ministries 
Report to the Diocesan Assembly 

October 19-21, 2010 
Introduction 

The Department of Youth Ministries is currently structured such that the Deaneries of the Diocese each 
run their own youth ministry activities. Funds are set aside in the Diocesan Budget to assist these 
efforts. In addition, as Director of the Department I am available for consultations by parishes and 
deaneries when questions arise. I am also in communication with our Central Department of Youth 
Ministries as well as the Youth Department of the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians. This past February I 
gave a presentation to the participants of the Mission Deanery Retreat about how communities with 
small numbers of youth can still have an effective youth ministry effort. 

Below are some of the events that deaneries have sponsored and/or participated in this past year. The 
list is not at all complete as my responsibility with my own community has overshadowed many things 
this year and I have not been able to be in good communication with the other Deaneries.  A  goal for 
this coming year is to improve communication between the Department and the Deaneries to get a 
better picture of what is happening. 

Pacific Central Deanery 

St. Eugene’s Camp was held in July at St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Ranch and Retreat Center in Dunlap, 
CA. The past 5 years have shown an continual growth in attendance. This year we had over 60 kids and 
over a dozen clergy and laity came together from throughout California for a week focused on 
discovering the wonders of Salvation History as the stories that identify who we are as persons and 
members of Christ’s Church.   
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A special highlight of the week was a epic production of the Exodus performed by our younger and 
middle cabins and their counselors 

  

This coming year we are planning on returning to our fuller schedule with a retreat in November, a 
retreat on St. Mary of Eqypt Sunday, a Youth BBQ at the end of May beginning of June, and a late 
summer fellowship event (Water Park, etc.).  The events throughout the year feed into summer camp 
and summer camp feeds into the other events throughout the year. All events are advertised to all 
Orthodox Parishes in the area and are receiving some inter-Orthodox support. 

Rocky Mountain Deanery 

Rocky Mountain Orthodox Youth Camp -- Fr. Anthony Karbo, camp director, made the decision years 
ago that the life of the Church would envelope our camp experience.  The day begins with an 
abbreviated matins, and the evening begins with daily (or Great) Vespers.  The camp choir, (made up of 
campers) was absolutely beautiful.  Fr. Anthony leads the camp as an expression of our commitment to 
Christ.  Fr. Barnabas Powell was 
in charge of the services, 
Matushka Elizabeth, our 
excellent choir director.  

One hundred and thirty nine 
campers from all jurisdictions 
joined together this year.  This 
builds lasting friendships and 
gives strong attendance at every 
age level.  This is especially 
important for the returning 
teens whose numbers increase 
every year.  Fr. Anthony 
accelerates teen participation 
by holding a winter conference 
for high school students every 
year in Colorado Springs. 
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The vision for a profoundly pan-Orthodox youth experience was stated by Archpriest Joseph Hirsch 
when he first arrived at Holy Transfiguration in Denver.  The long range plan from that first year reads:  
“Starting in the summer of 1985, the church will hold an annual pan-Orthodox camp to serve the needs 
of the Orthodox community.”  This was the one solemn part of this year’s camp – the absence of Fr. Joe.  
He was feeling poorly at last year’s camp and reposed in the Lord several weeks later.  Fr. Joe was a big 
presence at camp from the beginning and he was missed. 

Pacific Southwest Deanery 

This year marked the re-emergence of the Pacific Southwest Deanery Youth Camp after several years in 
hiatus. Fr. Nicolas  Boldireff planned and led the camp gathering staff from the area and laying the 
foundations for the camp program to develop and grow in years to come. This year they were blessed 
with 11 campers and are looking forward to next year. 

 

Department Goals for 2010-2011 

• To develop better regular communication among the Deaneries to get more of an idea of the 
many youth activities taking place. 

• To create a Youth Department page on the Diocesan Website for information about upcoming 
youth events throughout the Diocese as well as photos of what took place afterwards. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Priest Michael Anderson, Director 
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STEWARDS OF THE WEST 2010 
(Updated 16 September 2010) 

 This list reflects donations received and active pledges from December 1, 2009 through August 
31, 2010. The total received during this period was $39,085.75. The following gives a 
description of the donor categories.  

 
Categories of Membership 

 
Sustaining Member 

($100 per year) 

“Standard Bearer” 
($500 per year) 

“Torch Bearer” 
($1,000 per year) 

Lifetime “Beacon” 
($10,000 one-time gift, or 

$25,000 bequest by will, or charitable trust) 
 

All single donations in excess of $250 have been acknowledged, as required by the IRS. All 
donors have been sent acknowledgement/thank you letters. 

The following is a listing of all those who contributed to the support of the outreach efforts of the 
Diocese of the West. 

Sincerely, 
 
Mary L Caetta 
Treasurer 
Diocese of the West 
 

Torch Bearers 
 

Anderson, Bradley 
Headley, Mark 

Hill, Darrell & Pat 
Holy Trinity Cathedral, San Francisco, CA 

Hughes, Robert P. & Olga R. 
Nowik, Eugene & Dorothy 

St Herman Orthodox Church, Littleton, CO 
St Moses the Strong Mission, Helena, MT 

 
 
 
 
 

Standard Bearers 
 

Azrael, Julia 
Baer, Lewis & Janet 
Caetta, Mary Louise 

Our Lady of Kazan Skete 
Pieracci, Kathy 

Rebne, Glenn & Patty 
Rosen, Carol 

St George the Great Martyr Church, Hesperia 
Sayre, Craig 

Veenis, Catherine 
 



 

2010 DOW Assembly   14 Delegate Book 3 
 
 

Sustaining Members 
Adams, Linda 

Anderson, Priest John 
Anderson, Priest Michael & Vickie 

Artemoff, George & Svetlana 
Baer, Lewis & Janet 

Bahleda, Olga 
Bates, Steven 

Beckel, Shore & Amy 
Becker, Kevin & Mildred 

Benjamin, His Grace Bishop 
Boldireff, Fr. Nicolas & Anisia 

Bosl, Justin & Annemarie 
Boudovskaia, Elena 

Brown, Alex 
Burg, Art & Olga 

Calderon, Bernard Thomas 
Cardenas, Michael & Tatiana 

Clarke, Geraldine 
Clemens, Chris 

Crawford, Randal W. 
Cunha, Marlene 

Czyzowsky, Sonja 
Day, John 

deFischer, Irina 
Dirks, John & Camilla 
Dorning, Luke & Susan 

Doss, Dn Brendan 
Draskovic, Laura 

Duffy, Kevin 
Elchinoff, Allan 
Estephan, Maha 

Eurich, Joseph & Betty 
Fabula, Dn David and Janet 

Farley, Paul & Leslie 
Federoff, Mark & Juliana 

Follestad, Niels 
Fort, John & Martha 
Gillespy, Thurman 

Gockley, Bennette & Seraphim 
Goldmann, Dale 

Golitzin, George & Margaret 
Greene, Judy 

Gregory, Leo & Irene 
Hajdu-Cronin, Yvonne 

Hamid, Antonina 
Harmer, David & Jeanne 

Harrison, Robert & Connie 

Herring, Lois Mary 
Hicks, David 

Holmes, Scott & Esther 
Homyak, Harold 

Hughes-Relucio, Ian & Karen 
Hurst, Joe & Leslie 

Jaeger, Marilyn 
Jason, Sonya 

Kasperovich, Vitaly 
Kerr, Candace 
Kluge, JoAnn 

Koeneke, Rodney 
Krupenkin, Gai & Tamara 

Letten, Fr. Nicholas & Barbara 
Lien, The Rev. Kevin, & Elizabeth 

Lowell, Fr. David & Elaine 
Lupu, Alexandria 
Maas, Robert H 

MacKinnon, Archpriest Ian & Nina 
Mahlke, James 

Mancantelli, Priest John 
Masamitsu, Jon & Pamela 

Merculief, Kathi & Joe 
Migyanko, Barry 

Mikita, Joseph & Joyce 
Mondschein, Elizabeth 

Morse, Charles 
Muromcew, Alexander 

Newmaster, John & Sandra 
Phillips, William 

Piatnitski, Andrei & Margarita 
Pichette, Michael T 

Pierce, Archpriest John & Katherine 
Popoff, Jr., Alexander & Maria 

Prescop, Alexis 
Protection of the Holy Virgin Monastery 
Protection of the Holy Virgin, Santa Rosa 

Prybyla, Paul & Manya 
Riasanovsky, Nicholas & Arlene 

Rome, The Rev. Michael & Rachel 
Rouse, Jeffrey 
Sakovich, K. 

Sandbothe, Shirley 
Schumacher, Stephen 
Schwalbenberg, Peter 

Scovel, Marlene 
Sekella, Daniel 
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Shkalov, The VRev Alexander & Rozalia 
Shkurkin, Vladimir 

Shumaik, George & Carole 
Skikos, Andrew & Kathrin 

Smith, Larry & Mindy 
Sokolov, ArchDeacon Kirill & Sophia 

Stanciulescu, Maria 
Stichick, Chariessa 

SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church, Phoenix 
St. Andrew Orthodox Church, Delta, CO 

St. Anthony the GreatMission, Bozeman, MT 
St. Christina of Tyre Church, Fremont, CA 

St. Innocent Orthodox Church/Tarzana 
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, San Diego, CA 

Tarris, The VRev. Eugene 
Temerin, Michael & Galina Pomotalkina 

Thomas, Olga 
Thomson, Lana K. 

Tobias, The Rev Peter & Maria 
Toliver, Nathan 

Tomescu, Bogdan 
Turnbull, Thomas & Ingrid 

Union, Dn Elias 
Van Dyken, Nancy 
Verlinsky, Liwen 

Vitko, John & Katherine 
Waisanen, Fr. Paul & Judith 
Welsh, Donald & Carolyn 

Wilkalis, Catherine 
Willens, Katherine 

Wilson, Thomas & Barbara 
Worobey, Ann 

Worth, Erik & Diane 
Yiannaki-Parillo, Sharon 
York, Andrew & Blanche

 
Donors 

 
Alameida, Lavern 

Aley, Sarah 
Aoun, Randa{c} 

Aristov, Asta 
Arrowsmith, Fr. Leo & Denise 

Berger-Silva, Jules 
Besack, Xenia 

Bjorklund, Jeanne 
Bodenhausen, Judith 

Booriakin, Walter & Tania 
Bushnell, Steven 

Cahenzli, Michael & JoAnn 
Carey, Robb & Patty 

Carlisle, Megan 
Cerritos, Diane 

Daregas, The Rev Andrew 
Dimoff, Roderick 

Dubovik, Anthony & Claudia 
Dwornik, Clarence D 

Frey, Elizabeth 
Gabis, Anna/Hainsey, Robert 

Gebresilassie, Hagos 
Geralt, Nadia 

Hendrix, William 
Holl, Dimitry & Lois(Capitolina) 

Homiak, Daniel & Dominique 
Hudnut, F. Vernon & Sophie 

Hughes, Gregory & Polly 
Hutch, Gerald & Concetta 

Isenberg, Michael & Joanna 
Jackson, Irina 

Jensen, Chris & Laureen 
Judy, Donald & Bonnie 

Kalinowski, Fr. Bazyl & Zenaida 
Kennedy, Alex 
King, Kimberly 
Kost, Mary Lu 

Kovtunovich, Isabel 
Kovtunovich, Ted 

Kreel, Caroline 
Kvamme, Thomas & Janice 

LaCondo, Rosemary 
Martin, Linda L. 

Matiuk, Ann 
Mayer-O'Brien, Elizabeth 

McIntosh, Ronald 
Merculief, Kathi & Joe 

Michal, June B 
Michkofsky, Ann 

Misic, Mirko & Mildred 
Moore, Tim 

Moroz, Sergei 
O'Brien, Eliabeth 

Oftedal, Sarah:Donations 
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Otto, Elizabeth 
Papa, Christopher 
Pashkov, Vladimir 

Pecevich, Anthony & Jennie 
Pellizzer, Thomas 

Raube, Maria 
Roufail, Fouad & Samira 

Ryzanych, Walter 
Sabel, Kenneth & Carolyn 

Schreiner, Sandra 
Sechrist, Carl & Christine 

Shank, Priest David & Constance 
Shrimplin, Deborah 

Sidio, Lydia 
Sinelnikov, Boris S 

Slatin, Patricia 
Smith, Randall 

Smith, Zane & Gloria 
Soumiatin, Andrei & Marina 

St Herman Orthodox Church, Oxnard 
St. John-Hughes, Polly 

Tar, Natalie 
Tarala, Georgy 

Tate, Fr. Matthew & Lois 
Temnikow, Irene 

Thompson, Scott & Karen 
Timokhin, Konstantin 

Todd, Allen 
Tulintseff, Helen 

Uliantzeff, Tamara 
Vahrameev, Vadim 

Viysovsev-Nigodoffa, Olga 
von Hauffe, Walt 

Von Houck, Rodney & Olga 
Walker, Irina 

Wanamaker, Barbara 
Wanaski, Adam & Helen 
Williams, Layne & Jan 

Wingate, SubDeacon Davi & Eleni 
Worth, Kon & Birdie 

Zadorozny, Helen 
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Monastery of St John, Manton CA 
Annual Report to the Diocese, 2010. 

 
In the last year there has been a steady growth in the membership of the Monastery, even though 
some monks have left in order to go to monasteries in other parts of the country. There are, at 
present, just under twenty monks attached to this brotherhood, with a further thirteen candidates 
actively involved in preparing to come to our monastery (most are paying off their student loans) 
at some point in the future. 

As might be expected, each person here, and each one preparing to come here, represents a 
particular spiritual path taken by that particular person. Sometimes the path is easy… sometimes 
not so, and no two paths are the same. However we have faith that God is in charge of this 
process, and we devote our lives to allowing it to happen to us, and to those still to come.  

We have almost completed a building that will give housing for a further eleven monks. We still 
need to bring this building up to code with regard to fire regulations, and we are currently 
seeking funding for this from various sources.   

During the last year, we were given the responsibility to look after a small monastery in an 
adjoining diocese on a temporary basis, and one of the monks of our brotherhood went there for 
an extended stay as the superior, while three other monks also stayed at that monastery for 
extended periods of time.  

We also learned that there was a possibility of us being given a large tract of land elsewhere in 
the Diocese, where we might be able to develop a separate monastery in a more remote (!) area. 
Since Orthodox monasticism is very flexible, we look forward to providing a range of monastic 
possibilities for the candidates of the future.  

We appreciate the support of our Hierarch, Bishop Benjamin, who not only visits us as often as 
he is able, but also encourages us to continue in the daily struggles of community life.  

Visitors continue to stream through here in large numbers, limited only by our ability to provide 
them with accommodations. Organized retreats, usually one a month, have continued to be very 
popular, and we also have many people who come here just to join in our life for a few days.  

Next year we would like to develop the retreat ministries for priests, parish councils, and other 
groups.  

We are slowly building up our group of supporters. They come from every jurisdiction, and from 
all over the country. One way we hope to give them some sense of identity is to invite them to go 
on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land just after Pascha, 2011. There are plans, too, to have meetings 
of our Friends in different parts of our Diocese and in different parts of the country.  

We persevere, slowly, in becoming self-supporting, but we still rely on outside help for our day-
to-day needs. Establishing a monastery takes time, and the founding fathers of our own 
monastery have a great deal of work to do in bringing the dreams to fruition. With the support of 
our Friends, however, we are confident that we will be able to establish monasticism as a strong 
and viable part of our Church life.  
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Monastery of St John, Manton CA 
 

ASSETS 
  

   Banks, Broker Account, & Petty Cash etc.  $              78,800.68  
 Accounts Receivable                   5,455.56  
 Inventory                 43,640.34  
 Prepaid Insurance & Expenses                   7,719.92  
 Fixed Assets             1,730,481.55  
 

   
Total Assets 

 

 $        
1,866,098.05  

   
   LIABILITIES & EQUITY 

  
   Accounts Payable  $              34,642.65  

 Restricted Donations                 75,846.60  
 Loan & Mortgage Liabilities                863,778.23  
 

 
    

 Total Liabilities                974,267.48  
 

   Plant Fund                971,900.97  
 Unrestricted Net Assets                (80,070.40) 
 

   Total Equity                891,830.57  
 

   
Total Liabilities & Equity 

 

 $        
1,866,098.05  
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St. Barbara Monastery 
15799 Ojai Rd. 

Santa Paula, CA 93060 
805-921-1563 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Diocesan Report 2009-2010 

      The main news of the past year is without a doubt the dramatic change that occurred in 
October, 2009, when an agent of the Ventura County Planning Dept. announced to us that all of 
our RVs and trailers, the temporary housing facilities for two thirds of our community, had to be 
removed from our property.  In the space of a minute, the steady course of our monastery’s 
development was not only halted but “reset,” so to speak, to where we were seven or eight years 
ago. Within two short weeks, ten sisters were able to relocate to Holy Assumption Monastery in 
Calistoga, thanks to His Grace, Bishop BENJAMIN, so that any hardship on the “homeless” was 
minimal.  But we are just now realizing what this radical change has meant for us who remain at 
St. Barbara Monastery. 
 
     There are only five sisters here now–the number that can be accommodated in the house 
itself–and no hope of receiving more until our planned new residence wing can be built or until 
some sort of temporary housing can be arranged.  There is no space for guests.  (We are edified 
by the number of pilgrims who have come anyway and slept on a sofa or provided their own 
accommodations by pitching tents.)  Our reduced number and the lack of guest space have, of 
course, entailed a marked decrease in the activity of the monastery.  Continuing the round of 
daily services, maintaining the grounds, offering hospitality to daytime visitors and pilgrims as 
well as hosting the monthly Friends of St. Barbara gatherings, while steadily pursuing our goal to 
construct a chapel now and a residence wing in the near future pretty much describes all that we 
can manage. 
 
     Unfortunately, this reduction in the size of the monastic community and the scope of our 
activity has also affected the monastery’s income, while many expenses remain fixed.  This 
situation, coupled with the downturn in the economy, has precipitously decreased donations to 
the monastery.  At this point, it is not too much to say that the survival of the monastery is in 
question. 
 
     Meanwhile, however, we have acquired the two acres of Seneca land that will allow us to 
build what we have planned for the future (a huge accomplishment that took no less than two full 
years!). And preparations for the building of our chapel (the Chapel of St. Eugene) are on track, 
with construction projected to begin probably in December, God willing—that is, provided our 
other problems are solved. 
 
     Despite our present difficult circumstances, we look forward to the future with hope.  May 
whatever the Lord has in store for St. Barbara Monastery be to His glory! 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        Abbess Victoria 
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St. Barbara Monastery 
15799 Ojai Rd. 

Santa Paula, CA 93060 
805-921-1563 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMARY FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
8/1/09 – 7/31/10 

 
 
 
        Balance Forward   $  12,836.44  
        Total Income           
                        $122,994.07 

110,204.63 

        Total Expenses        120,968.99
                   Final Balance              2,025.08        
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Holy Assumption Monastery – Annual Report for 2009-2010 
 
On October 8, 2009, St. Barbara Monastery of Santa Paula, CA received notice that the RVs in 
which most of the sisters were living would have to be removed. Two weeks later (October 22), 
three stavrophors [including acting superior Mother Melania], five novices, a postulant, and a 
laywoman living in the community arrived at Holy Assumption Monastery to the gracious 
welcome of Igumen Sergious, who was then the priest-in-charge. 
Living at the monastery at that time were a postulant and a married couple acting as caretakers. 
The sisters were joined in November by stavrophor Mariamne, who subsequently decided to 
leave the community, and by another postulant in February 2010. Igumen Sergious was 
reassigned in April to Sitka, Alaska, and the caretakers moved shortly thereafter. With the 
departure of Igumen Sergious, nearby priests (mostly from St. Seraphim Parish in Santa Rosa) 
have been celebrating Liturgies on most Sundays for the sisters.  When priests are not available, 
the sisters have been going to St. Symeon Verhotursky Church (ROCOR) here in Calistoga.  The 
pastor of St. Symeon, Fr. Joakim Provatakis, has graciously been serving weekday vigils and 
Liturgies at the monastery.  In addition, St. Symeon Church and the monastery have been 
holding joint Saturday night vigil services, alternating locations between the two. 
Since the time of the sisters’ arrival, two of the three postulants have become novices and Novice 
Mary was tonsured ryassaphor on June 21, 2010 by Bishop BENJAMIN.  Currently living at the 
monastery are Stavrophor Melania as Acting Superior, Stavrophors Seraphima, and Anna; 
Ryassaphor Mary; Novices Thekla, Pearl, Margarete, Xenia, and Ann; Postulant Marie; and 
laywoman Alana. Novice Brigid was at the monastery during the time of this report, but left on 
August 19, 2010.  Mother Victoria, the Abbess of St. Barbara Monastery, remains the Abbess of 
both communities, but Holy Assumption is now very much its own community, with the 
expectation that an abbess will be elected in the not-too-distant future.  
Before the sisters arrived, the monastery chapel was functioning as a parish church. There are 
usually from 10 to 20 “parishioners” for Sunday Liturgy.  The relationship between 
“parishioners” and monastery has been and remains very cordial, despite some rumors that have 
circulated to the contrary.  
When the sisters arrived, the renovations on the main house (which underwent thorough 
remodeling through the tireless efforts of Fr. Sergious and his helpers) were sufficiently far along 
to obtain a temporary residence permit.  The major remaining work (finishing the sprinkler 
system and building a deck and handicap access ramp) has been finished, and the sisters can now 
apply for a permanent residence permit.  In addition, various repairs on the two small cottages 
have been completed, and they are now in very good condition.  St. Nicholas House has major 
work still to be done, when funds permit.   
In October 2008, the koi were removed from the koi pond due to a large tear in the liner.  The 
pond lay empty from then until April 2010, when it was repaired and partially stocked.  Various 
malfunctioning equipment necessitated the removal of the fish again, but as of July 2010, the 
pond was restocked.  The pond is a major attraction for tourists and Calistogans and, along with 
the beautiful gardens, is an important bridge to the outer community.   
The gardens, being extensive, have required a lot of attention, including professional arborists to 
trim and shape the large palms and to prune a huge eucalyptus tree that was threatening the dry 
storage shed.  Otherwise, the sisters and friends of the community have been maintaining and 
furthering the garden and grounds themselves.  In particular, the lower garden along the river has 
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received a lot of attention, with stairs newly built down to it, and benches and a picnic table set 
up.  In due time, icon kyots will be set up in three or four places in the lower garden. 
The above repairs and improvements were all made possible by the sale of the Petrolia property 
that had been previously donated to the monastery.  Bishop BENJAMIN had asked the sisters to 
earmark these funds for work necessary for the permanent occupancy permit, for improvements 
to the property, and for seed money for an enterprise that would allow the sisters to support 
themselves. 
Among the sisters’ various efforts to support themselves are selling olive oil, wine, and honey; 
sewing; and making apple butter and preserves with donated fruit.  The biggest effort, however, 
is a co-venture with children’s publisher The Benefactory to expand the market for Mother 
Melania’s children’s books – both the books already published by Conciliar Press, and a new 
series called Good Neighbors that recounts the adventures of animals who live near a duck pond 
and must constantly be saved from the consequences of their passions by Fearless the Fire Duck.  
The Benefactory’s special niche is direct sales through storytelling.  Therefore, the sisters are 
currently looking for people to be storytellers (who will keep a part of the profits for themselves) 
for their books.  The sisters are hopeful that, within a very few years, these books will be able to 
fund much of the operating expenses of the community.  In the meantime, their financial 
situation is quite precarious, with very few regular donations and large expenditures, especially 
for health care.  Therefore, the sisters are planning on visiting Orthodox Churches from San 
Francisco to Sacramento in the hopes of recruiting storytellers and also friends who can help 
support the monastery until it is on more secure financial footing.   
Despite their current financial difficulties, the sisters are very grateful to be in their new home 
among their new friends and are looking forward to what God has in store for them in Calistoga. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT - HOLY ASSUMPTION MONASTERY Aug 1, 09 - Jul 31, 10 

 
Ordinary Income/Expense 

 
   

Income 
 

    
Honorariums 1,150.00 

    
Unrestricted Tithes/Offerings 120,456.72 

    
Candle Offerings 401.57 

    
Bookstore Sales 3,992.25 

    
Property Development Donations 1,580.00 

    
Offerings for Utilities 400.00 

    
Donations for Meals/Food 40.00 

    
For Property Taxes 300.00 

    
Interest Income 52.85 

    
Petrolia Sale & Uncategorized Income 276,277.64 

   
Total Income 404,651.03 

       
   

Cost of Goods Sold 1,493.56 

  
Gross Profit 403,157.47 

   
Expense 

 
    

ATM/Check Cash Withdrawl 2,053.97 

    
Advertising and Promotion 672.38 

    
Automobile Expenses  6,631.09 

    
Charitable Contributions 1,356.00 

    
Prosphora/candle purchases 159.00 

    
Continuing Education 5,306.78 

    
Dues and Subscriptions 97.00 

    
Priests Stipend 15,100.00 

    
Liturgical Supplies 

 
     

Candles 973.64 

     
Liturgical Music & Books 651.77 

     
Altar Wine & Incense 121.00 

     
Chapel Flowers 24.17 

     
Liturgical Supplies - Other 1,060.99 

    
Total Liturgical Supplies 2,831.57 

       
    

Operations 
 

     
Postage and Delivery 886.62 

     
Printing and Reproduction 455.06 

     
Office Supplies 759.27 

     
Telephone Expense 2,249.90 

     
Computer and Internet Expenses 601.84 

     
Bank Service Charges 263.20 

     
Professional Fees 4,547.47 

     
Janitorial Expense 1,710.10 

     
Operations - Other 500.00 

    
Total Operations 11,973.46 

       
    

Reconciliation Discrepancies -0.20 

    
Travel & Meetings 1,960.29 

    
Groceries & Household Goods 29,558.45 

    
Healthcare 

 
     

Health Insurance 16,989.27 

     
Doctors Fees 9,857.80 

     
Medicines 3,002.05 

     
Healthcare - Other 874.42 

    
Total Healthcare 30,723.54 
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FINANCIAL REPORT - HOLY ASSUMPTION MONASTERY (cont) 

    
Publishing/Storytelling Program 42,785.29 

    
Monastery Property & Equipment 

 
     

Repairs and Maintenance 56,153.45 

     
Landscaping Expenses 7,920.00 

     
Koi Pond 22,497.32 

     
Property Development 968.78 

     
Property Insurance 4,401.00 

     
Property Taxes 5,610.12 

     
Small Tools and Equipment 4,498.59 

     
Garden supplies 52.23 

     
Monastery Property & Equipment - Other 3,173.43 

    
Total Monastery Property & Equipment 105,274.92 

       
    

Utilities 
 

     
Water, Sewer 5,720.09 

     
Gas & Electric 6,983.00 

     
Trash Disposal  1,237.14 

    
Total Utilities 13,940.23 

       
    

Lake Street House Property 989.83 

    
Petrolia Property Expenses 189.14 

    
Guest Lodging 927.12 

    
Unclassified 14,286.84 

       
   

Total Expense 286,816.70 

 
Net Ordinary Income 116,340.77 

Net Income 
  

116,340.77 
       Total Bank Balance on 07/31/2010: $73,966.87  

  
 



 

2010 DOW Assembly   31 Delegate Book 3 
 
 

Martha and Mary House 
An Orthodox Christian Maternity Home 

1934 Fleetwood st. Escondido, CA 92029 
P.O. Box 1680 Escondido, CA 92033 

Phone; (760) 741-7050 
 

Report to the 2010 Diocesan Assembly 
 
Your Grace, Reverend Fathers, Delegates:       
 Glory be to Jesus Christ Glory forever We thank God for His mercy, allowing us to 
serve Him for another year in Martha and Mary House. We are still the only Orthodox 
Christian Maternity Home in the United States, although the need remains great. The abortion 
pandemic is world wide; 50 million babies dying in the womb annually. 1.2 million in the United 
States!   
 After 40 years of legal abortions , 2 billion of God’s children have been killed before 
birth! The first human parents, Adam and Eve, were told to be ‘fruitful, multiply and fill the 
earth !’ Abortion is a great evil. Thank God Who is merciful and forgives the millions of parents 
who in despair or ignorance chose to end the life of their unborn child. Our children aren’t lost; 
they are safe with Him and praying for us! But we and our world is suffering the devastating 
socioeconomic consequences; a demographic winter with populations shrinking in  developed 
countries; Europe, Russia, China and Japan...  Millions of parents and siblings of aborted 
children suffer post-traumatic stress - with tragic impact on family relationships. Martha and 
Mary House provides shelter for those who choose life and open adoption for their unborn child 
rather than abortion, we help heal abortion loss and encourage others to start maternity homes.  
 We must work and pray and spread the word!  Abortion is not a popular topic - the 
vast majority takes place in the Christian community. N o-one likes to talk about it, but the topic 
invariably comes up when we speak about our work. Abortion hides the shame of an out-of-
wedlock pregnancy. Martha and Mary House provides a a safe hiding place and the choice of 
open adoption rather than death in the womb for our children. 
 This past year housemother represented Martha and Mary House at the Orthodox 
Christian Laity Conference at Antiochian Village in Ligonier, Pa. She participated on a 
FOCUS panel, Fellowship of Orthodox Christians united in Service. The discussion was 
broadcast by Ancient Faith Radio. Housemother spoke about the need for maternity homes, open 
adoption, post-abortion healing through reconciliation with our God Who loves and forgives.  
There were many opportunities for private conversations.  
 From Ligonier Housemother traveled by car the length of Pennsylvania - a feast for 
the eyes!- to St. Tikhon’s seminary in South Canaan. She was invited by the Dean, Father 
Michael Dahulich to stay for a week, speaking to seminarians and their wives, sit in on classes 
and attend the daily cycle of liturgical services - a wonderful experience. Topic of talks and 
discussions was the work of Martha and Mary House - and the need for ministry to those in the 
Church who are vulnerable to abortion; pregnant and unwed, and abortion survivors suffering in 
secret. Priests, deacons and their wives are on the front lines in the parish. Several seminarians 
and wives were interested in starting maternity homes some day. There were opportunities for 
private talks, and an overnight trip to Philadelphia to speak to the Clergy Brotherhood and 
interested lay people, meeting at St. Nicholas Cathedral. Priests with parishioners from Eastern 
Europe or Russia where the abortion numbers are high, were most aware of the tragic aftermath.  
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Lay people attending asked about adoption or their sense of calling to start a maternity home. As 
always some needed to speak of their own loss and grief. 
  Seminarian Deacon Gregory drove housemother back across the length of 
Pennsylvania to Holy Transfiguration Monastery in Ellwood City for a week-end retreat . 
The nuns are Martha and Mary House prayer partners, familiar with names of our ‘daughters’ 
and our work. It felt like coming home! 
 Our prayer partners are in monasteries across the country. We inform them of our 
needs and know that their prayers uphold us. We thank God for them! We pray about one day 
having a monastery nearby. In past years we have taken our ‘daughters’ to Saint Barbara 
Monastery in Santa Paula for feast days or week-end visits. The round trip takes six hours, a long 
journey for pregnant women. At our October Board meeting we spoke about the possibility of re-
locating to Santa Paula, near Saint Barbara Monastery. We looked at suitable properties, but 
found none. Our neighbors protested our leaving and so did San Diego clergy and parishes who 
provide support and volunteers and are grateful to have us. As the only maternity home in San 
Diego County we are needed, although most of our ‘daughters’ have come from farther away. 
Our Board re-considered and decided that our house with a few modifications on our third acre 
property is ‘perfect’ for our needs! We are grateful to be here, and will find a way to visit Saint 
Barbara Monastery at least a couple of times a year! 
 In January Kathryn Saclarides from Orthodox Christians for Life in Chicago came 
for a week-end visit. They are planning a maternity home in Chicago patterned on our work. 
They are also inspired by Mother Theresa’s home in Chicago run by The Sisters of Mercy, hope 
for their Orthodox Maternity Home to have a ‘Monastic presence’. That has long been 
Housemother’s dream for Martha and Mary House. Our pray about it, and we spoke to Bishop 
Benjamin. With the blessing of His Grace we have contacted the monasteries in our diocese and 
shared our dream. Metropolitan Jonah said “Yes, God may call a Nun to serve Him in a 
maternity home.” God willing, it will happen.    
   In late February Housemother became ill with ‘a serious strain of pneumonia’.  
She was admitted to the hospital for a six day stay. Father Simeon Corona from St. Gregory 
Greek Orthodox Church in El Cajon and Martha and Mary House Chaplain, visited with Holy oil 
and prayer. After her release - Home Health Care nurses checked on her for two weeks. Her 
‘adopted son’ Gary and God-daughter  Anna across the street came to build the morning fire in 
the fireplace. Anna and Board member and God-daughter Linda brought food. Fortunately we 
had no girls. Recovery was slow - Housemother also suffered very low sodium, a consequence of 
her almost vegan diet containing raw vegetables and fruit, water and no salt! The doctor ordered 
her to drink only Gatorade , bullion and herb tea and to eat prepared food with salt!  Mother 
Cassiana at the Protection of the Holy Virgin Monastery in Colorado provided a great recipe for 
home made Gatorade. The sodium level returned to normal, but extreme weakness would linger 
for weeks. 
 With the house empty our Board considered adding a bathroom and  expanding the 
kitchen. We have room for four girls who must share one bathroom. Housemother and Assistant 
have their own bathrooms and girls may use them in an emergency. Steve Testrake, a local friend 
who helped build the Housemother studio/bedroom and bath, volunteered to solicit help and 
funds. Steve is a member of North Coast Christian Church, with 10,000 members. He spoke to 
their pastors about volunteer labor and perhaps a donation. Contractor Brooks Worthing who 
drew the plans for the Housemother studio addition, drew the bathroom plans and obtained the 
permit, but funding is slow. Work is on hold. 
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         Long time friend and supporter, Richard J. Adamson in Colorado, established what 
he called ‘The  Martha and Mary House Hedge Fund’, sufficient for a flowering hedge 
around our front yard, honeysuckle, bougainvillea and a plum tree in the back yard. 
         Saturday May 22 a work party from North Coast Christian Church came to clean our 
property, cut and stack wood, and plant the hedge and trees. ‘Son’ Gary, board-member John 
Klavzar and his father Ed helped and supervised. It looks beautiful! 
  That afternoon Housemother flew to Portland, Oregon to attend the baptism of our 
‘daughter’ Hope at Holy Annunciation Orthodox Church in Milwaukee. Hope had been a 
catechumen for seven years! Orthodox at last, she was radiant. Her daughter and adoptive family 
were there to celebrate with her. Hope lives with a wonderful ‘foster’ family, works and goes to 
college - on a Martha and Mary House scholarship. Glory to God!     
 Housemother was getting stronger, and able to work on the book “Coming Full 
Circle”, blessed by Bishop Benjamin and made and ‘obedience’ by Metropolitan Jonah.  
Two chapters were completed, but in mid-June came a call from a ‘desperate’ homeless pregnant 
girl, due in late July, intending to keep her baby. Our Board said ‘yes’, with the understanding 
that she could not be here with a baby if a girl came in planning to place for adoption. She 
agreed.  
 Two weeks later Sarah Jensen from the Adoption Center brought ‘Gloria’, due mid 
October, placing for adoption. The next day God brought Anastasia, former ‘daughter’ 
who suffered a miscarriage in 2007. She had been Assistant before moving on to a job as 
Speech Therapist. Now she ‘just dropped by’ between jobs.  Martha and Mary House is her 
home, Housemother her God-mother. She could stay and help ‘for a short while’. ‘Gloria’ 
needed transportation to doctor and school and Housemother wasn’t ready to drive yet. 
           The next day we drove to Tijuana, Mexico, to attend the graduation of our 
‘daughter’ ‘Genie’ from the University. She graduated with top honors, earning her Bachelor’s 
Degree and certification as teacher and counselor for special needs children. Our Scholarship 
Fund provided her tuition and fees. 
  A few days later ‘Kathy’, pregnant in a shelter, due in late October and placing for 
adoption, arrived. Anastasia was here to drive, cook and manage the house! She was 
perfect for the job, and admitted that she loved being ‘home’. She would pray about staying. 
Saint John of Damascus is her home church - she was baptized there. Our Board offered her a 
small stipend and paid expenses in moving her furniture here. She turned down the jobs she had 
been offered. Thanks be to God! Next came ‘Veronica’, also homeless, pregnant, due in 
December, placing for adoption. Sarah Jensen from the Adoption Center brought ‘Leah’,  
due the end of September, and placing for adoption. Our House is full - and we have a 
Housemother Assistant! Glory be to God! 
                               
                                          Respectfully submitted,     
      Sarah Elisabet Oftedal, Housemother. 
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RAPHAEL HOUSE 
Moving Fai 	 - 	Community 

Raphael House 
1065 Sutter St. 

San Francisco, CA 94109 

Annual Report 2010  

MISSION 
Raphael House is dedicated to helping at-risk homeless children and their families 

move from "Crisis to Community". 
We strive to help families achieve stable housing and financial independence, 
while strengthening family integrity and a deeper sense of personal dignity. 

HISTORY OF RAPHAEL HOUSE 
Raphael House was founded in June 1971 and since that time has sheltered more than 17,000 children and their parents. Raphael House's 
main mission is to serve families. We are committed to healing  in its primary sense: to make whole. The basic healing atmosphere we strive 
to provide would be considered "homey" and to feel at home. Raphael House provides a sanctuary in which to gather one's strength and to 
sort things out, to meet people with whom to share one's thoughts and burdens- all providing the energy it takes to put everything back 
together. Behind everything we do at Raphael House is an unshakeable commitment and striving to fulfill and impart through our actions 
the basic and fundamental Christian values. We, at Raphael House, believe that these values are the building blocks to strengthen people and 
thus strengthen families and build loving, caring and nurturing homes for their children. 

VALUES /PRINCIPLES 
The 3 Core Values  which have supported Raphael House since its inception have been: 1) God created mankind in His own image and 
likeness; 2) We serve God by serving man and; 3) The family is the crucible for identity, virtue and relationship. 

The 4 Foundational Principles  include: 1) God Heals; 2) Beauty; 3) Order and 4) Neighborly relationships. We believe that we live as 
neighbors. The neighborly relationships we have derives from compassion: loving our neighbor as ourselves. The Love of God works 
through each of us and in the community we model the virtues of God for one another. Mrs. Ella Rigney, the founder of Raphael House, 
always spoke of the heart of our work: "We serve husbands and wives, mothers and fathers and children. We do not serve 'patients or 
clients'. We serve families"! This has always been the focus of Raphael House and our service. We are doing God's work, not Social work. 

We believe that families are best served in a loving, beautiful and orderly home environment. Our goal and striving is for all members of the 
Raphael House Family to support these Values and Principles, no matter what specific work they maybe engaged in. Our Raphael House 
family is deep and wide and includes staff, volunteers, interns, our Board of Directors and our donors from many walks of life who sacrifice 
Time, Talents and Treasures. 

SUMMARY OF SERVICES: "The Working Household" 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Orthodox Live-In Internship Program 
Central to the service of Raphael House is the Live-In Orthodox Christian Community dedicated to the service of our families. Raphael House 
provides stipended internship opportunities for Orthodox individuals. The Interns serve and gain valuable life experience in one or more of 
our many programs. Additionally, as an intern, an individual is able to participate in the whole spiritual and service-oriented life with other 
Orthodox Christians. As part of the internship experience, these interns will participate in daily prayer services, and weekly Divine Liturgies. 
We pray for all of the families, children, staff, and volunteers who are a part of our family at Raphael House. We pray together, we serve 
together, we play together and we share all duties and chores with all the families, thus providing for the continuity of "home" within 
Raphael House. It IS home because we live here too. The Live-In Internship Program is open to men and women age 18 and older who are 
interested in combining prayer life and study of Eastern Orthodox Christianity with direct service to families in crisis. Raphael House has 
hosted Orthodox Christian people from around the world, including Germany, Russia, Bulgaria, Romania, Ireland, Tasmania, Australia, 
Canada, and many, many parts of the United States. 
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.:. Resident Orthodox Staff- 9 Staff Members
.:. Resident Orthodox Interns- 2010-

Ksenia Nemstov Penn State, PA
Sarah Stover Vashon Island, WA
Elizabeth Daily Kokomo, IN
Erin Bernard Riverside, CA
Alexander Yatsko Pittsburg. PA
Lucia Aiello Portland, OR
Chelsea Sleeth Morrison, CO
Abigail Wright Chicago, IL
Rachael Billings Colorado Springs, CO
Zak Landrum San Francisco, CA

Orthodox Church in America
Orthodox Church in America
Orthodox Church in America
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese
Eastern Orthodox Serbian Diocese
Orthodox Church in America
Mennonite Community
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
Orthodox Church in America
Orthodox Church in America

Residential Care Pro~am-
The Residential Care Program provides nourishing and respectful structure to families who have experienced homelessness.
Families work directly with Residential Counselors who instruct, model and discuss appropriate parenting behaviors with direct
application to their children. Families work with Social Work Case Managers to address individual barriers to homelessness in
order to develop a long term plan for success. All staff and volunteers work together in our "household" model to nurture and
build family, personal integrity and dignity.

Children's Pro(Uam
The Children's Program provides stability through caring support, modeling and teaching which nourishes the children through the
confusing and unstable experience ofhomelessness. The Children's Program provides a strong daily structure of routines and rhythms,
focusing on: encouraging respect and cooperation in family relationships, and developing appropriate social skills and social behavior.
Teaching positive ways of expression is modeled, as is the teaching of listening and communication skills, creating opportunities for
individual accomplishment, and providing an environment and the relationships necessary to gain internal and external stability.

Academic Enrichment Club
The Academic Enrichment Club meets every week day the children at Raphael House come back from school to a nutritious snack and share
their news of the day. Afterwards, they settle in with our Children's Program staff and volunteer tutors to complete their homework. To
further improve academic performance, each child is given individualized, supplemental learning material. When that is complete, they read
out-loud to an adult and go to the Roof Garden to play.

After Care Program
The AfterCare prngram provides comprehensive supportive services to families who have moved into stable housing, but require
continued support in their transition to an independent life. The AfterCare Program allows families to maintain and deepen long-term
relationships with the Raphael House staff and volunteers. The Program serves more than 1,100 parents and children each year. As an
indicator of success, more than 94 percent of these families maintained stable housing, and 80 percent made other substantial gains toward
financial independence and family stability.

ChildReach Program
ChUdReachis part of the AfterCare services at Raphael House with a focus on the specific needs of each child. The ChildReach Tutoring
Program offers Saturday assistance to children from first grade through seniors in high school, including SATPreparation. Outdoor family
activities include museum trips, swimming. music classes, kayaking. rock climbing. pottery classes, summer Lake Tahoe camping trip,
whitewater rafting, and the summer trip to Washington, D.C.·

ESLTutoring Program
Our ESLProgram assists residents and former residents of Raphael House to achieve competency in speaking the English language.
Sessions are on a one-to-one basis. The tutors may for example help parents in acquiring communication and language skills to advance in
their current job, earn their G.E.D.,help their children with homework, read stories to their family, speak with their doctor or to obtain the
necessary skills to gain U.S.citizenship.

Corporate Chefs Program
As part of our outreach to the greater San Francisco community, Raphael House also offers the opportunity for groups of people from
various corporations in the San Francisco BayArea to come and be "chefs" for the evening. No experience is necessary- only a willing heart.
With the assistance of our Kitchen Manager and evening cook, smiling and happy volunteers venture down to the kitchen for an evening of
culinary delight and service to the families. They prep. and cook, and serve the dinner, always join us in the singing of Happy Birthday to the
children or moms and dads who are celebrating their day with us. We have been blessed by the many corporate groups who continue to
come to Ilaphael House month after month and year after year, helpingus in our labors of love.
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liTheHolidays": Volunteer Opportunities
SPRING- Easter EggHunt, After School Tea Party, Day of Beauty
SUMMER- Summer Camp, Fourth of July Picnic, Back-to-School Backpack Give-Away,Tahoe Overnight Field Trip,

Whitewater River Rafting, Summer Trip to Washington, D.C.
FALL- Michaelmas Play, Harvest Festival, Thanksgiving Brunch and Dinner, Annual Children's Art Exhibit,

Pumpkin Patch Field Trip
WINTER- Pre-Christmas Events such as Advent Spiral, Posada, St Nicholas Celebration, Santa's Workshop, and

Nativity Play, Santa Lucia celebration, Christmas Eve Dinner and Christmas Day Celebration, After Care
Give-Away,Adopt-a-Family, Valentine's Day Celebration

CELEBRATIONS- Birthdays, anniversaries, family celebrations, school achievements, family accomplishments, births of
new babies.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2010

.:. Fr. David Lowell (Executive Director) retired after many, many years of dedicated service to Raphael House

.:. The Board of Directors, with Fr. David's assistance, developed and wrote a new Strategic Plan designating the future goals, growth
and service desired and anticipated for Raphael House. The Plan is a natural expression of Mrs. Rigney's initial vision of a "Raphael
House Village"

.:. The Board of Directors hired a new Interim Executive Director, a new Director of Children and Family Services and a new
Chaplain/Director of the Residential Program

GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2011

.:. Hiring of a new Executive Director

.:. Hiring of a new Director of Finance and Operations

.:. Strengthening the recruitment and the experience of the Live-In Orthodox Internship Program for individuals, especially from
the parishes of the Western Dioceses

.:. Beginning to implement the first Stages of the Strategic Plan with the first full-time Management staff without Fr. David at the helm .
•:. To increase our depth and breadth of service to homeless families without losing the anchor on our founding beliefs and household

family unity .
•:. Integrating all departments and programs into a unified whole as to the Mission, the founding Values and the Operational

Principles of Raphael House
.:. Implementing and providing increased training for Residential Counselors .
•:. Establishing increased support for AfterCare services for families who have attained stability and live in the East Bay.
•:. Re-defining and rebuilding the Orthodox Live-In community (paid Staff and Interns) and its presence within the house. Increasing

the spiritual life of the community, re-dedicating ourselves to our faith and the daily practice of prayer. Deepening and discovering
our commitment to live in a community "The Working Household", and most importantly how to integrate our community life in
serving the other members of the Raphael House family (parents, children, staff and volunteers).

SOURCES OF INCOME

Individual Cash Donations
Corporate and Business Donations
Churches and CivicGroup Donations
Special Events Fund Raisers

Trust Gifts
Endowments
Foundation Grants
Estate Gifts

Raphael House neither seeks nor accepts government monies for its support.

Rev. Fr.Michael Boyle
Chaplain
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Russian Women’s Home of Mercy 

Cash Account Balances 

September 15, 2010 

 
 

 

 

BOA Checking     $62,699.74 

BOA CD (.04%)       41,836.80 

Fidelity       138,174.59

Total            $242,743.86  

  

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Johann Morse, Treasurer 
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Dec 31, 09

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
Checking - BC Credit Union 1,555.81
Savings - BC Credit Union 11.22
Petty Cash 58.47

Total Checking/Savings 1,625.50

Total Current Assets 1,625.50

Fixed Assets
Retreat Center - 701 Park Place 861,735.04

Total Fixed Assets 861,735.04

TOTAL ASSETS 863,360.54

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities

DOW Notes Payable 285,884.31

Total Other Current Liabilities 285,884.31

Total Current Liabilities 285,884.31

Long Term Liabilities
RWHOM Notes Payable 632,040.00

Total Long Term Liabilities 632,040.00

Total Liabilities 917,924.31

Equity
Retained Earnings -31,960.87
Net Income -22,602.90

Total Equity -54,563.77

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 863,360.54

9:09 PM Life-Giving Spring Retreat Center
01/04/10 Balance Sheet
Cash Basis As of December 31, 2009

Page 1
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DIOCESAN PARISH GROWTH OVER FIVE YEARS 
Statistics from reported FAIR SHARE membership provided by Mary L. Caetta 

 
 

Location 9/1/2005 9/1/2006 9/1/2007 9/1/2008 9/1/2009 
% Growth 
 Since 2005 

       
Diocesan Membership 2449 2496 2476 2488 2472 1% 

 
 
 
 

MISSION DEANERY PARISHES 
 
 
 

Location 9/1/2005 9/1/2006 9/1/2007 9/1/2008 9/1/2009 
% Growth
 Since 2005 

       
Ashland, OR 17 17 17 20 21 24% 
Bend, OR - 0 8 0 10 - 
Billings, MT 55 60 58 58 62 13% 
Bozeman, MT 22 23 25 26 30 36% 
Chico, CA 15 13 12 20 20 33% 
Eureka, CA 20 14 10 15 15 -25% 
Fremont, CA 35 36 38 38 41 17% 
Helena, MT 9 7 6 7 6 -33% 
Hesperia, CA 0 0 10 15 8 - 
Kirkland, WA 28 25 32 34 40 43% 
Kona, HI 10 0 12 16 17 70% 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 18 18 25 25 20 11% 
Merced, CA 27 25 20 20 19 -30% 
Milwaukie, OR 97 94 90 109 97 0% 
Culver City, CA 15 10 14 16 16 7% 
Port Townsend, WA 31 34 37 34 38 23% 
Poulsbo, WA 30 30 35 35 38 27% 
Redding, CA    11 9 - 
Sonora, CA 18 18 16 19 19 6% 
Tempe, AZ 0 0 18 20 30 - 
Vancouver, WA  44 46 31 33 35 -20% 
       
       
Total 491 470 514 571 591 20% 
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PACIFIC CENTRAL DEANERY  
 
 

Location 9/1/2005 9/1/2006 9/1/2007 9/1/2008 9/1/2009 
% Growth 
 Since 2005 

       
Concord, CA 39 37 35 34  34 -13% 
Livermore, CA  26 32 35 27  36 38% 
Sacramento, CA 70 68 60 75  81 16% 
San Anselmo, CA 73 73 73 70  59 -19% 
San Francisco, CA 54 56 56 65  65 20% 
Santa Rosa, CA 102 112 115 109  116 14% 
Saratoga, CA 55 54 53 40  35 -36% 
        
 Total 419 432 427 420 426 2% 

 
 
 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST DEANERY 
 

Location 9/1/2005 9/1/2006 9/1/2007 9/1/2008 9/1/2009 
% Growth 
 Since 2005 

       
Corvallis, OR 37 46 50 50  55 49% 
Portland, OR 112 112 95 110  110 -2% 
Puyallup, WA 81 81 79 80 88 9% 
Seattle, WA 112 116 107 100 99 -12% 
        
Total 342 355 331 340 352 3% 

 
 

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST DEANERY 
 

Location 9/1/2005 9/1/2006 9/1/2007 9/1/2008 9/1/2009 
% Growth 
 Since 2005 

       
Las Vegas, NV 200 230 235 245  185 -8% 
Los Angeles, CA 150 150 137 75  75 -50% 
Oxnard, CA 34 31 33 33  33 -3% 
Phoenix, AZ 45 54 52 52  52 16% 
Poway, CA 100 98 92 90  90 -10% 
Santa Maria, CA 38 33 33 33  39 -3% 
Tarzana, CA 65 65 54 38  38 -42% 
         
 Total 632 661 636 566 512 -19% 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN DEANERY  

 

Location 9/1/2005 9/1/2006 9/1/2007 9/1/2008 9/1/2009 
% Growth 
 Since 2005 

       
Calhan, CO 57 69 54 61  58 2% 
Colorado Springs, CO 80 80 80 90  90 13% 
Delta, CO 38 40 40 40  43 13% 
Denver, CO 78 84 84 84  84 8% 
Littleton, CO 75 56 51 55  69 -8% 
Pueblo, CO 29 30 32 32  28 -3% 
        
 Total 357 359 341 362 372 4% 

 
 

SAN FRANCISCO RUSSIAN MISSIONARY DEANERY  
 

Location 9/1/2005 9/1/2006 9/1/2007 9/1/2008 9/1/2009 
% Growth
 Since 2005 

       
Berkeley, CA 47 59 59 54  47 0% 
Bryte, CA 38 31 31 31  31 -18% 
Menlo Park, CA 43 33 41 52 42 -2% 
San Diego, CA 31 42 55 38 40 29% 
San Francisco, CA  49 51 38 51 56 14% 
Santa Barbara, CA - 3 3 3 3 - 
         
 Total 208 219 227 229  219 5% 
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Parish DPA Assessments and Financial Life

Financial Life - Amount on which DPA is based, i.e. average of parish net income and expenses

Per Capita Financial Life - individual parishioner support of the Diocese

City/State Parish

Members 
Assessed for 
Fair Share Annual DPA Financial Life 

Per Capita 
Financial 

Life

Ashland, OR St. Gabriel, Archangel Mission 21 567.55 $6,306.16 $300.29

Bend, OR The Orthodox Christian Church in Bend 10 908.48 $10,094.24 $1,009.42

Billings, MT St. Nicholas of South Canaan Church 62 7,822.52 $86,916.85 $1,401.88

Bozeman, MT St. Anthony the Great Mission 30 3,179.68 $35,329.82 $1,177.66

Chico, CA SS Cyril and Methodius Mission 20 2,275.33 $25,281.43 $1,264.07

Culver City, CA Mission of "Joy of All Who Sorrow" 16 2,715.62 $30,173.50 $1,885.84

Eureka, CA St. Innocent Mission 15 2,805.67 $31,174.09 $2,078.27

Fremont, CA St. Christina of Tyre Orthodox Church 41 4,520.61 $50,229.01 $1,225.10

Helena, MT Saint Moses the Strong Mission 0 N/A

Kirkland, WA St. Katherine Orthodox Mission 40 5,063.79 $56,264.32 $1,406.61

Kona, HI St. Juvenaly Orthodox Mission 17 1,841.58 $20,462.05 $1,203.65

Lake Havasu, AZ St. Peter the Aleut Mission 20 3,704.34 $41,159.33 $2,057.97

Merced, CA St. Mary Magdalen Mission 19 5,012.56 $55,695.17 $2,931.32

Milwaukie, OR Church of the Annunciation 97 21,589.19 $239,879.91 $2,472.99

Port Townsend, WA St Herman of Alaska Orthodox Church 38 3,091.31 $34,347.84 $903.89

Poulsbo, WA New Martyr Elizabeth Mission 38 6,515.20 $72,391.12 $1,905.03

Redding, CA St. Nicholas of Japan Orthodox Mission 9 N/A

Sonora, CA St. Susanna Orthodox Mission 19 2,545.75 $28,286.11 $1,488.74

A S h h li O h d i i 30 2 111 8 $23 464 21 $782 14Tempe, AZ St. John the Evangelist Orthodox Mission 30 2,111.78 $23,464.21 $782.14

Vancouver, WA Holy Apostles Mission 35 4,736.90 $52,632.18 $1,503.78

Mission Deanery 577 81,007.86

Corvallis, OR St. Anne Orthodox Church 55 7,897.87 $87,754.10 $1,595.53

Portland, OR St. Nicholas Church 110 11,648.03 $129,422.53 $1,176.57

Puyallup, WA Holy Trinity-Holy Resurrection Church 88 9,715.26 $107,947.33 $1,226.67

Seattle, WA St. Spiridon Cathedral 99 18,192.86 $202,142.86 $2,041.85

Pacific Northwest Deanery 352 47,454.01

Hesperia, CA St. George the Great Martyr Church 8 N/A

Las Vegas, NV St. Paul the Apostle Church 185 12,046.96 $133,855.11 $723.54

Los Angeles, CA Holy Virgin Mary Cathedral 75 20,230.12 $224,779.14 $2,997.06

Oxnard, CA St. Herman of Alaska Orthodox Church 33 3,865.11 $42,945.63 $1,301.38

Phoenix, AZ SS Peter and Paul Church 52 9,342.27 $103,802.96 $1,996.21

Poway, CA St. John of Damascus Church 90 10,614.74 $117,941.55 $1,310.46

Santa Maria, CA Annunication Mission 39 6,616.93 $73,521.42 $1,885.16

Tarzana, CA St. Innocent Orthodox Church 38 8,391.08 $93,234.25 $2,453.53

Pacific Southwest Deanery 520 71,107.20
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Parish DPA Assessments and Financial Life

Concord, CA St. Michael the Archangel Church 34 7,592.58 $84,361.95 $2,481.23

Livermore, CA St. Innocent Orthodox Church 36 7,905.29 $87,836.53 $2,439.90

Sacramento, CA Elevation of the Holy Cross Church 81 10,622.22 $118,024.69 $1,457.09

San Anselmo, CA St. Nicholas Church 59 9,667.94 $107,421.50 $1,820.70

San Francisco, CA Holy Trinity Cathedral 65 11,346.90 $126,076.64 $1,939.64

Santa Rosa, CA Protection of the Holy Virgin Church 116 14,971.69 $166,352.13 $1,434.07

Saratoga, CA St. Nicholas Church 35 7,420.42 $82,449.15 $2,355.69

  Pacific Central Deanery 426 69,527.03

Calhan, CO St. Mary (Holy Dormition) Church 58 7,586.75 $84,297.27 $1,453.40

Colorado Springs, CO SS Constantine and Helen Church 90 11,110.03 $123,444.73 $1,371.61

Delta, CO St. Andrew the Apostle Church 43 5,694.43 $63,271.40 $1,471.43

Denver, CO Transfiguration of Christ Cathedral 84 8,920.27 $99,114.10 $1,179.93

Littleton, CO St. Herman of Alaska Church 69 8,892.71 $98,807.90 $1,432.00

Pueblo, CO St. Michael Church 28 4,672.20 $51,913.33 $1,854.05

 Rocky Mountain Deanery 372 46,876.39

Berkeley, CA St. John the Baptist Church 47 5,956.21 $66,180.07 $1,408.09

Menlo Park, CA Nativity of the Holy Virgin Church 42 4,234.74 $47,052.63 $1,120.30

San Francisco, CA Christ the Savior Orthodox Church 56 9,429.66 $104,774.00 $1,870.96

San Diego, CA St. Nicholas Church 40 5,704.49 $63,383.25 $1,584.58

Santa Barbara, CA St. Vladimir Orthodox Church 3 N/A

West Sacramento CA Holy Myrhhbearing Women Church 31 4 966 13 $55 179 18 $1 779 97West Sacramento, CA Holy Myrhhbearing Women Church 31 4,966.13 $55,179.18 $1,779.97

San Francisco Russian Missionary Deanery 219 25,325.09

COLUMN TOTALS 2466 341,297.59
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Parish Per Capita Financial Life

Sorted Highest to Lowest

City/State Parish
Per Capita 

Financial Life

Los Angeles, CA Holy Virgin Mary Cathedral $2,997.06

Merced, CA St. Mary Magdalen Mission $2,931.32

Concord, CA St. Michael the Archangel Church $2,481.23

Milwaukie, OR Church of the Annunciation $2,472.99

Tarzana, CA St. Innocent Orthodox Church $2,453.53

Livermore, CA St. Innocent Orthodox Church $2,439.90

Saratoga, CA St. Nicholas Orthodox Church $2,355.69

Eureka, CA St. Innocent Mission $2,078.27

Lake Havasu, AZ St. Peter the Aleut Mission $2,057.97

Seattle, WA St. Spiridon Cathedral $2,041.85

Phoenix, AZ SS Peter and Paul Church $1,996.21

San Francisco, CA Holy Trinity Cathedral $1,939.64

Poulsbo, WA New Martyr Elizabeth Mission $1,905.03

Culver City, CA Mission of "Joy of All Who Sorrow" $1,885.84

Santa Maria, CA Orthodox Church of the Annunciation $1,885.16

San Francisco, CA Christ the Savior Orthodox Church $1,870.96

Pueblo, CO St. Michael Church $1,854.05

San Anselmo, CA St. Nicholas Orthodox Church $1,820.70

West Sacramento, CA Holy Myrhhbearing Women Church $1,779.97

Corvallis, OR St. Anne Orthodox Church $1,595.53

San Diego, CA St. Nicholas Church $1,584.58

Vancouver, WA Holy Apostles Mission $1,503.78

Sonora, CA St. Susanna Orthodox Mission $1,488.74

Delta, CO St. Andrew the Apostle Church $1,471.43

Sacramento, CA Elevation of the Holy Cross Church $1,457.09

Calhan, CO St. Mary (Holy Dormition) Church $1,453.40

Santa Rosa, CA Protection of the Holy Virgin Church $1,434.07

Littleton, CO St. Herman of Alaska Church $1,432.00

Berkeley, CA St. John the Baptist Church $1,408.09

Kirkland, WA St. Katherine Orthodox Mission $1,406.61

Billings, MT St. Nicholas of South Canaan Church $1,401.88

Colorado Springs, CO SS Constantine and Helen Church $1,371.61

Poway, CA St. John of Damascus Church $1,310.46

Oxnard, CA St. Herman Orthodox Church $1,301.38

Chico, CA SS Cyril and Methodius Mission $1,264.07

Puyallup, WA Holy Trinity-Holy Resurrection Church $1,226.67

Fremont, CA St. Christina of Tyre Orthodox Church $1,225.10

Kona, HI St. Juvenaly Orthodox Mission $1,203.65

Denver, CO Transfiguration of Christ Cathedral $1,179.93

Bozeman, MT St. Anthony the Great Mission $1,177.66

Portland, OR St. Nicholas Orthodox Church $1,176.57

Menlo Park, CA Nativity of the Holy Virgin Church $1,120.30

Bend, OR The Orthodox Christian Church in Bend $1,009.42

Port Townsend, WA St Herman of Alaska Church $903.89

Tempe, AZ St. John the Evangelist Orthodox Mission $782.14

Las Vegas, NV St. Paul the Apostle Church $723.54

Ashland, OR St. Gabriel, Archangel Mission $300.29
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Parish Per Capita Financial Life

Sorted Highest to Lowest

Hesperia, CA St. George the Great Martyr Church

Helena, MT Saint Moses the Strong Mission

Redding, CA St. Nicholas of Japan Orthodox Mission

Santa Barbara, CA St. Vladimir Orthodox Church
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REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL LAY DELEGATE

Dr. Dmitri Solodow
Diocesan Assembly, October 2010

The Metropolitan Council meets twice a year.  At least a part of these four-day meetings are held jointly 
with members of the Holy Synod.  The Council’s committees meet more frequently, in person and/or by 
phone.  All actions of the Metropolitan Council are subject to the blessing of the Holy Synod.  

Since the last Diocesan Assembly, several important issues have been dealt with at the Metropolitan Council, 
many having long-term implications for our Church.  These include:

1. Major Legal Matters

*  the suit brought by the former OCA Chancellor, Robert Kondratick, has been settled.  The Church, faced
   with legal costs which could be in the hundreds of thousands of dollars and which were consuming all of
   the its time and energy, decided to settle with Mr. Kondratick for the value of the $250,000 promissory
   note he had.  All of his legal issues are included in the settlement.  This was not an easy decision to
   make, but the prospect of a long, drawn-out and even more costly legal battle, which could for years
   distract the Church from its mission, was not acceptable.

*  retired Bishop Nikolai continues to threaten legal action for what he terms his “dismissal” by the OCA
   if he is not released to the Serbian Orthodox Church.  He has been informed that canonical
   procedure requires that body to request his transfer before the OCA can act.  No such request has been
   received.

*  allegations of misconduct occurring about 30 years ago have been brought against Archbishop Seraphim
   of Canada.  Canadian legal authorities are conducting an investigation, with which the OCA is
   cooperating.  The Holy Synod has granted the Archbishop’s request for a medical leave of absence.

2.  The OCA Policy Regarding Sexual Misconduct

*  the Diocese of the West is the only diocese in full compliance with the background check requirement
   of the Policy.  

*  the present Policy is under review and revision to simplify its procedures, require professional
   investigations of allegations and to establish a hot-line for reporting.

3.  Alaska Lands

 *  in 1867, Russia sold its Alaskan territories to the United States, including those lands belonging to the
    Russian Orthodox Church.  Title to those Church lands was conveyed to the Archbishop of the North
    American Archdiocese.

*  over time, some of that property was sold, titles to remaining lands were confused and the Archdiocese 
of North America evolved into the OCA.

*  the Metropolitan Council instructed its Legal Committee to conduct a survey/inventory of all Church
   lands and titles in Alaska, and to prepare documents formally conferring those lands to the Diocese of
   Alaska.  At the Fall, 2010 MC meeting, these tasks were completed.  The lands now are the property of
  the Alaska Diocese, fulfilling a pledge the OCA made years go.

4. The 16th All American Council (October 29-November 4, 2011)

*  at the invitation (and frequent urging) of His Grace Bishop Benjamin, the Council will take place in
   the Diocese of the West.  This will be the first Council ever to meet west of the Mississippi.
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*  Holy Trinity / Holy Resurrection Church in Wilkeson / Tacoma, WA, will be the host parish, with
   delegates staying at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in near-by Bellevue.

*  the major themes of the Council will be the Liturgical services, the adoption of a Strategic Plan for
   the Church and the setting of budget parameters.

*  the Council will begin the weekend before with tours of Seattle, pilgrimages to Wilkeson and the site
   of the repose of St. John Maximovitch.

*  a post-Council tour of Sitka, Alaska is being planned.

*  Metropolitan Leo, leader of the Orthodox Church of Finland, will be the speaker at the concluding
   banquet.

*  responding to feedback received in the past and from recent emails, the Council agenda will allow
   time for informal socializing and for the identification of specific post-Council follow-up actions. 

5. Orthodox Unity in North America

*  in preparation for a Holy Synod of all Orthodox Churches, planned for 2013, the Partiarch of
   Constantinople has led an effort to resolve “canonical irregularities” in the situations of local Orthodox
   Churches in “the diaspora.”

*  Episcopal Assemblies of all local, canonical hierarchs have been established to coordinate these efforts.

*  the North American Episcopal Assembly, including the members of the OCA Holy Synod, met in May of
   this year to begin their discussions.  An Executive Committee and several working groups were
   established.

*  the OCA is the only autocephalous Church in North America, a place where other Orthodox jurisdictions
   have also established a presence.  If the goal is to create a single, universally recognized autocephalous
   Church in North America, all jurisdictions will have to agree on how to resolve this anomaly.

*  to guide our Church on this issue, the Holy Synod has adopted the following statement:
   

  “The Holy Synod of Bishops celebrates and affirms the autocephaly of the OCA, given by the Russian
  Orthodox Church 40 years ago. By the grace of God, this great gift resulted from the long process of
  reconciliation between the Metropolia and the Moscow Patriarchate, whose relations had tragically  
  gone astray, and still stands at the heart of our ecclesial life and serves as the basis for understanding
  ourselves. 

 
     “The recent convocation of the Episcopal Assembly has challenged us to enter more fully into the pan-
     Orthodox process in North America. As such we have reflected on how we understand our life and work
     and how  they can become a means for greater and deeper interrelationship with the other Orthodox
     Churches as we move towards authentic unity through the process of the Episcopal Assemblies. 
 
    “At this point in the process of our reflection, we can state these following principles:
 
1.    We understand ourselves to be an indigenous, multi-ethnic, missionary Church, laboring to bring
       Orthodoxy to all Americans.

2. We affirm that we historically derive from the Russian Orthodox Church as a historical reality. We
have humbly received and faithfully maintain the inheritance of the Russian Mission of 1794, the 
Diocese in Sitka 1843; the Diocese in San Francisco 1870, and its relocation to New York in 1907, [can 
something not be added about the Council of 1917-1918?] and the Autocephaly of 1970.

 
3.    As directed by the Tomos, we live as other self-governing Churches do: electing our own bishops and

   Primate, without confirmation by any other Synod, maintaining inter-Church relationships with all
   other Churches; and consecrating our own chrism.
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4.  As envisioned in the Tomos, we believe that the autocephaly given to us will be fully realized when the
 promise of Orthodox unity in North America is fulfilled, and the OCA together with all the Orthodox
 faithful in North America become  a united Autocephalous Church of America, recognized by all other
 Orthodox Churches.

 
5.  We commit ourselves to work within the Episcopal Assembly in order to realize the goal of unity.”

*  it would seem that prayer, always a necessary part of our personal and communal life, is particularly
   needed now.

6. Thank You:

My term as your lay representative to the Metropolitan Council concludes with the convening of this 
Diocesan Assembly.  

It has been an exciting time for our Church: a time of crisis (I was a member of the Committee, led by 
Bishop Benjamin, charged with investigating the financial and other misdeeds of the leadership of the 
Church), of promise (I proposed the Church engage in strategic planning to solidify the recommendations 
of the Special Investigating Committee and to focus on building the future rather than dwelling on the 
past, and I have been a member of the Strategic Planning Committee), of visible progress (the coming-
together of the Metropolitan Council as a body of focused, positive Church servants), of change (the 
election of  new Metropolitan and of an almost completely new Holy Synod) and of personal evolution (I 
like to think I no longer talk so much, and do so with greater respect.  I like to think that).

Thank you for the trust you have placed in me over these past three years.
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