Report of Bishop Benjamin

2011 Diocesan Assembly

First and foremost, [ want to express my gratitude to almighty God for
His continued blessings upon our diocese. In particular, I am thankful
that, at long last, we are hosting the 16t All American Council on the
territory of the Diocese of the West.

In general, I would have to say the life of our diocese is healthy and
without an extraordinary amount of strife and discord. There are
always challenges, but these are to be expected. Living things
continually experience change of one sort or another. And, our diocese,
is no exception.

We have been blessed by the addition of new clergy to our diocese. In
the past year [ have ordained John Karcher, Alexander Vallens and
Aaron Oliver to the priesthood. Anthony Dyl and George Berni were
added to the ranks of the deacons. We have also received Priest John
Garvey into our diocese and the Deacon Nicholas Denysenko. Father
John is the father-in-law of Priest Daniel Armatas and is reportedly
enjoying his grandchildren in Tacoma. Deacon Nicholas has taken up a
very responsible post on the faculty of Loyola Marymount in Los
Angeles.

Our brother, Archpriest John Mancantelli, has retired from his labors in
Billings and relocated to Millwaukie, OR. We are in the process of
finding someone to carry on his excellent work in Montana. We wish Fr.
John and Matushka Clara a well-deserved rest from their labors.

And sadly, we lost our friends and brothers Deacon Michael Savko and
Arpriest David Shank to cancer this year as well as Matushka Jeanette
Seamore. May their memory be eternal!

[ am happy to report we opened two new mission stations in Encinitas,
CA and Durango, CO during the past year. And we were forced to
suspend our efforts at creating a mission in Spokane, Washington.



We have a wealth of seminarians graduating from St. Tikhon and St.
Vladimir seminaries this spring. And I have the enviable task of finding
positions for them.

[ would like to give thanks for those who have helped me in carrying on
the work of our diocese. First among those to be recognized is our
beloved chancellor, Archpriest lan MacKinnon. Fr.Ian has a wealth of
experience in our diocese and is possessed of wonderful diplomatic
skills which have to come into play when necessary. He has the
unenviable task of telling me “no” from time to time. But, he does it with
such grace | sometimes don’t realize it until I have hung up the phone. I
am grateful for his candidness, support and willingness to handle just
about any problem that comes his way.

[ would be remiss if I did not express my thanks to our esteemed and
most excellent treasurer, Mary Caetta. She knows when I have
purchased M&Ms on the plane and have not turned in my receipt! All

kidding aside, the financial stability of our diocese is due in large part to
her skills.

[ should also like to thank the deans for their work. They are the first on
the scene when there is an issue. We try to meet twice a year to discuss
the life of every parish in the diocese and their counsel and support are
invaluable.

Finally, we have been blessed with a very good Diocesan Council which
meets at least four times a year. I thank each of them for their good
stewardship and for sharing the wealth of knowledge and experience
they have with us. Deserving of special mention are the two
Metropolitan Council representatives, Archpriest David Lowell and
Subdeacon Dmitri Solodow. They are excellent representatives of our
diocese and have made significant contributions to the life of the
Orthodox Church in America in general.

The great joy of my being your bishop is visiting the parishes and
monastic communities. While there are challenges to be sure, | would
say the life of our parishes is healthy and good. 1 would like to publically
recognize the work and many sacrifices of our parish clergy and their
families - especially the clergy of the many missions of our diocese. One



thing that has become very clear to me is the fact that almost all of our
parishes and the missions in particular are built upon the sacrificial
labor of the clergy.

While on the subject of sacrifice, I am pleased to report $36,723.87 was
raised and sent to the Church of Japan for earthquake relief. We have
received several expressions of gratitude from Metropolitan Daniel of
Tokyo.

A great deal of my work requires travel. I am on the road or in the air
almost every week. In fact last year [ logged over 120k miles with just
one airline and traveled 265 days out of the year. I could not do that
without help. [ would like to thank Reader Barry Migyanko and Monk
Barnabas who keep the diocesan office and household running
efficiently. Barry is the main interface most of you have with me other
than the phone. Itis his job to gather various reports and to make sure
deposits are made. He is a very valuable member of our administration
and, like our chancellor, is able to tell me “no” when necessary. You
would all make his job much easier if you would send in the required
reports and certifications on time and save us the added effort of asking
for them a second and third time.

We are still burdened with possession of the Life Giving Spring Retreat
Center in Boulder City, NV. It has been on the market for the past t here
years and, while some have expressed interest in it, no one has made a
credible offer. In an effort to reduce expenses, we have suspended
operation of the retreat center with the exception of meetings of the
deans.

In general, | would say our life as a diocese is fairly good and stable. |
wish I could say the same for our OCA as a whole. We have, as I think
everyone knows, various challenges. Critical among them is the
essential relationship between the primate and the synod of bishops. If
one were to believe all that surfaces on the internet, all the gossip and
often vicious and destructive commentary, one would have little hope
for the present, let alone the future. There are those who would like to
see us implode in a cloud of disharmony. To be sure, there are
important, serious issues to be worked out. The foremost of the
apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul, did not always agree. Yet, they share a



common feastday and are often depicted in icons embracing each other.
St. Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth:

“Now I say this, that each of you says, ‘1 am of Paul,” or ‘I am of
Apolos,’ or ‘1 am of Cephas,’ or ‘I am of Christ.” Is Christ divided?
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of
Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and
Gaius, lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my own
name.”

Division is an old game, an old tool of Satan. We do not need it. But, |
fear we shall always be tempted by it.

[ was blessed this past year to have represented our Orthodox Church in
America both in the Ukraine and in the Czech Republic. And itis my
intention to invite one of the bishops of the Church of the Czech Lands
and Slovakia to visit our diocese within the year. These visits forge
important ties and relationships between the churches. And, I believe it
is important for others to learn about us and for us to learn about them.
We live in a world where the apostolic faith is constantly under fire.

The closer we are to our brothers, members of the same household of
faith, the stronger we will be.

[ hope you will stop by the exhibit area to see the display Archpreist
John Takahashi prepared. It clearly shows the vastness of our diocese
and the diversity within it. Thank you Fr. John.

Finally, I am confident you will be gracious hosts to those who have
traveled a long distance to be here with us. I hope the delegates and
observers will take home fond memories of their time with us and that
they will come away with a sense of the diversity to be found in our
diocese and the bond of love in Christ that unites us.
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