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MINUTES

WEDNESAY OCTOBER 9" 2013 PLENARY SESSION |
Following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy and the Service of Prayer for the Opening
of a Church Assembly, His Eminence, the Most Reverend Benjamin, Archbishop of San
Francisco and the West, convened the 2013 Diocesan Assembly with the singing of “O
Heavenly King...”

Welcome Address

On behalf of Archbishop Benjamin, the Chancellor, Archpriest lan MacKinnon,
welcomed the delegates and observers. Father lan expressed his gratitude to Archpriest
Lawrence Margitich and the faithful of St. Seraphim Orthodox Church for their kind
hospitality in hosting the Assembly.

Appointment of Assembly Officers and Secretariat

Father lan announced that Archbishop Benjamin appointed Archpriest David Brum to
chair the Assembly and Dorothy Nowik to serve as the lay moderator. Priest Andre Paez
and Jean Nelson were appointed to serve as the secretariat. Archpriest Matthew Tate,
Catherine Carpenter, Barbara Owens, and Melissa Ottamac were appointed to the
Credentials Committee.

Report of the Credentials Committee

The Credential Committee reported the following attendance at the First Plenary Session:
Hierarchs: 1

Clergy delegates: 58

Lay delegates: 36

Observers: 9

Guests: 0

Acceptance of the minutes of the 2012 Diocesan Assembly

Dorothy Nowik moved to accept the minutes of the 2012 Diocesan Assembly seconded
by Archpriest John Dresko. The 2012 minutes were accepted by acclamation without
corrections or additions.

Address of His Eminence, Archbishop Benjamin

(Complete text available at the Diocesan website)

His Eminence welcomed the delegates to the Assembly including several newly assigned
clergy. Being the feast day of the saint, he presented a portrait of Saint Tikhon Patriarch
of Moscow to Archpriest Lawrence Margitich and the community of St. Seraphim



Church. He acknowledged the service of Archpriest John Takahashi on the 40
anniversary of his ordination along with Archpriest Michael Margitich celebrating 60
years in the priesthood.

His Eminence stressed the importance of vigilance in the administration of the Church.
He announced that he would be proactive in assuring that all priests and parishes in the
Diocese properly adhere to the Procedures, Standards and Protocols of Sexual
Misconduct as set forth by the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church in America.
Archbishop Benjamin reported on the activities of the National Assembly of Orthodox
Bishops. He opined that while being inherently good that the clerics are meeting,
progress toward any type of unity is problematic as long as the Orthodox Church in
America (OCA) is not part of the Executive Council and the other Hierarchs are
accountable to Churches “across the Atlantic”.

His Eminence engaged in an informational question and answer session that led to no
actionable items.

Chancellor’s Report — Archpriest lan Mackinnon

(Complete text available at the Diocesan Website)

The Chancellor reported on the progress in key areas of focus identified at the 2012
Assembly held in Denver. He summarized the work done by the Finance Committee and
the Diocesan Council in moving toward a plan for proportional giving. He reported on
the major progress in bringing the Loan Program (OCCIF) to fruition, soliciting
additional volunteer help in key areas (e.g. CPA) to expand the OCCIF Board. Regular
meetings of clergy and matushki have begun within the Deaneries to increase fellowship
and promote education. He concluded by thanking Mary Caetta for her dedicated service
as the “business manager” of the Diocese together with Andrew Smith for his attentive
skill as the administrative assistant to Archbishop Benjamin.

Treasurer’s Report — Mary Caetta

(Complete text available at the Diocesan Website)

The Diocesan Treasurer, Mary Caetta, presented a detailed report of diocesan finances.
Overall she assessed the financial state of the DOW as being “very healthy”. She
reminded everyone that the diocesan financials are uploaded monthly to the website. She
noted that last year no audit was done but indicated one is scheduled for this coming year.
Mary reminded everyone that parish reports for 2013 are due January 30th of 2014 to
both the diocesan office and to her. She concluded by requesting that she be provided
with updated names and e-mail addresses for all parish treasurers.

Dorothy Nowik moved to approve the 2012 Treasurer’s Report seconded by Father John
Shrodel. The Treasurer’s Report was approved by acclamation.

Deanery Reports and Diocesan Life Highlights
Archpriest Lawrence Margitich presented a review of the iconography project at St.
Seraphim Church highlighting the complex process of fresco painting. This was



followed by a brief informational review of the activities within the various Deaneries of
the diocese that lead to no actionable items.

Presentation of Gramotas

Archbishop Benjamin presented a Gramota to David Laine, the legal assistant to the
Diocese, in appreciation for his dedicated service and legal counsel. His Eminence also
wished to recognize the lengthy and dedicated service of Subdeacon Dimitri Solodow to
both the diocese and the Metropolitan Council. Subdeacon Dimitri was unable to attend
the Assembly and will be presented with a Gramota at the next meeting of the Diocesan
Council.

Diocesan Financial Relationship to the Central Administration of the OCA -
Archpriests Matthew Tate and John Dresko

Father Matthew and Father John reported on the deliberations of the Diocesan Council on
how we might proceed toward a system of proportional giving and away from the so-
called “head tax”.

Two proposals were reviewed:

1. Parishes would contribute 10% of gross income to the Diocese without
exclusions.

2. Parishes would contribute 10% of gross income to the Diocese with
exclusions limited to new building funds, church equipment, charity, pass-
throughs and donor designated contributions.

In both scenarios, about 30% of what was collected by the diocese would be forwarded
annually to the Central Administration of the OCA, thereby eliminating the “head-tax” on
individuals.

The result of the deliberation of the Diocesan Council was that Proposal 2 be presented to
the 2014 Diocesan Assembly for discussion. The starting date for this new process
would be calendar year 2015.

A lengthy and spirited discussion ensued resulting in the following motion by Father
Dresko:

The calendar year of 2014 shall be used to investigate the impact on parishes of

the proposal of a 10% contribution with limited exclusions. The proposal would

then be revisited at the 2014 Diocesan Assembly for final action. In this interim,

the proposal would also be presented to the Central Administration of the OCA.
Father David Thatcher provided the second to the motion that was then passed by a
majority show of hands.



PLENARY SESSION 11
After the luncheon recess, His Eminence, Archbishop Benjamin opened the Second
Plenary Session.

Report of the Credentials Committee

The Credential Committee reported the following attendance at the Second Plenary
Session:

Hierarchs: 1

Clergy delegates: 60

Lay delegates: 38

Observers: 9

Guests: 0

Presentation of Nominees and Election of Diocesan Council Members, Auditors, and
Metropolitan Council Representatives — Archpriest Matthew Tate
Father Matthew presented the report of the Nominations Committee. The nominees
were:
Diocesan Council — Clergy Representatives
Priest Andrew Cuneo
Deacon George Shumaik
Diocesan Council — Lay Representatives
Mary Caetta
Dorothy Nowik
Auditors
Archpriest David Brum
Subdeacon Paul Pilipenko
Maha Estephan
Metropolitan Council
Archpriest John Dresko
Deacon Anthony Dyl

Fr. Tate moved that the slate of candidates in all categories be elected by acclamation,
seconded by Fr. Basil Rhodes. The motion carried unanimously.

Metropolitan Council Report — Archpriest John Dresko

Father John reported that the budget for the Central Administration has been set at just
under $2 Million. Several executive officers took voluntary 5% pay cuts to help cover
the cost of expansion of the OCA’s Office for Review of Sexual Misconduct Allegations
(ORSMA) headed by Cindy Davis. The Stewards of Orthodox Church in America is
being reenergized from what was formerly the Fellowship of Orthodox Stewards. The
next all American Council will take place in Atlanta Georgia in July of 2015. The
mandated OCA clergy pension plan is requiring an increase in contributions. Participants
will contribute 6% annually with the employer/parish adding an additional 8% of
compensation to the plan.



Charities of the Diocese — Archpriest Lawrence Russell

Father Lawrence reported on the charitable outreach of the diocese in support of Project
Mexico, Raphael House in Portland Oregon, Children’s Hospice of St. Petersburg Russia
and a detailed review of the Gobezie-Goshu Home that supports the disabled, abandoned
elderly and children of Adwa, Ethiopia. A charities page has recently been added to the
Diocesan website.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 10" PLENARY SESSION i1
His Eminence, Archbishop Benjamin opened the Third Plenary Session of the 2013
Diocesan Assembly at 8:40 AM, with the singing of “O Heavenly King.”

Report of the Credentials Committee

The Credential Committee reported the following attendance at the Third Plenary
Session:

Hierarchs: 1

Clergy delegates: 55

Lay delegates: 37

Observers: 3

Guests: 0

Diocesan Life Highlights

Youth Programs

Father Michael Anderson has regular diocesan youth events focused on vocations. He
announced that the diocese will sponsor “Orthodox Basic Training Week” at Project
Mexico from July 15 -21, 2014. The program will include the building of homes along
with discussion groups aimed at equipping young adults for continued service in the
Church through their high-school and college years.

Hawaii Mission
Father John Schroedel reported that a suitable property near Hilo has been acquired for
$170,000.

Missionary Airstream

Father Damian Kuolt along with Matushka Joanna are now operating out of their mobile
Airstream “trailer” with Father John assisting with the start of a Mission in Bakersfield,
California.

Communications
Father John Dresko solicited more input for the diocesan website including photos,
stories and articles.

Saint Katherine College

Father John Strickland, a History Professor at St. Katherine, announced that over the
three years since the founding, the college’s enrollment has now grown to over 100
students. The vision is to provide a quality education in an Orthodox Christian



environment for both Orthodox and non-Orthodox students. He encouraged all to visit
the College website www.stkath.org for detailed information.

Diocesan Budget for 2014

Dorothy Nowik presented the 2014 diocesan budget for consideration. Discussion was

held with clarification of line items. Father John Dresko moved to accept the budget as
presented. Father Gabriel Seamore seconded the motion. The budget was accepted by
acclamation. The budget is available at the diocesan website.

The Assembly was adjourned at 10:00AM with the singing of “It Is Truly Meet..”


http://www.stkath.org/�

