
Report of Archbishop Benjamin to the 
2013 Diocesan Assembly 
Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy of the Diocese of the West, Monastics and 
Faithful who are present here; 
 
The Apostle tells us to give thanks to God for everything.  I give thanks to God for 
each of you and for your parishes and institutions.  As I look across this room and 
recall the events of this year, I am reminded of the faith and trust I have in each of 
you and that, together, we have in God. 
 
If you will remember at this time last year we were preparing for extraordinary All 
American Council.  We were on the downside of a leadership crisis in our Church 
and especially in the Holy Synod that plagued us for some four years.  The essential 
element in this period was a clear lack of mutual accountability and the confidence 
of which I just spoke.  At that AAC, we elected the then Archbishop of Philadelphia, 
TIKHON, to be our Primate.  And almost immediately our life as a Church began to 
fall back into place.  Actually, this past summer, I began to wonder what was wrong. 
There were no phone calls.  The daily barrage of emails and the diet internet gossip 
stopped!  I then realized my high frequent flyer status was in peril because I was 
making fewer trips to New York.  I believe this is primarily due to the wonderful and 
counciliar leadership of His Beatitude, Metropolitan TIKHON.  All indications are 
that we have turned a corner.  And His Beatitude was invited this past Pentecost to 
make his first primatial visit to the Diocese of the West for the patronal feast of the 
Cathedral in San Francisco.  And I hope he will be able to visit Holy Virgin Mary 
Cathedral in LA for its feast day celebration this February.  I sincerely give thanks to 
God for His Beatitude and for the gift of peace given our Church.  I would like to ask 
the Archdeacon to intone Many Years to His Beatitude at this time. 
 
During the past year, I have continued to take part in sessions of the Holy Synod and 
the Lesser Synod.  I remain the locum tenens for Alaska, but am very happy to report 
Fr. David Mahaffey was nominated to be their bishop and has been in residence 
since January in Anchorage.  I have been able to hand over much of the 
administration of the diocese to him and I am requesting the Holy Synod elect him 
Bishop of Sitka at its next session next week.  That should conclude my involvement 
in the life of the Alaskan diocese. 
 
I have travelled 217 days out of the year on diocesan and other Church business.  I 
have made 61 visitations to parishes and institution within our diocese other than 
Holy Trinity Cathedral in San Francisco.  I have also represented the Orthodox 
Church in America at the enthronement of the Patriarch of Antioch and visited the 
exarchate of Mexico.  It is my hope that without Alaska and with the new 
Metropolitan in place, my travels within the diocese will be more frequent.  Visiting 



the parishes and monasteries of our diocese is the best part of my job and I enjoy it 
immensely. 
 
I would have to say, in general, the parishes and the diocese as a whole are in very 
good shape, for which I thank God.  We have,, however, not been without drama. 
 
As all of you know, the area of sexual misconduct is perhaps the most active one in 
the law today.  And churches, rather than being exempt, are targets.  Unfortunately, 
we have had an allegation made against someone who was, at the time, a choir 
director and youth worker in one of our parishes.  As careful as we have been and in 
spite of the work we have done to educate our clergy and parishes councils, this sort 
of thing still happens in the Church and our diocese.  I cannot speak to you of the 
details as we are in those first very legal stages of dealing with this matter.  But, 
what I do want to communicate to you all is my determination to extend and 
organize further efforts to make sure we have done all we can to educate, not only 
the clergy, but everyone in positions of authority.  To think it cannot or will not 
happen to you or your parish is to leave the barn door wide open for something to 
happen. 
 
Both on the national level and the diocesan we have been after the parishes and 
parish councils to do background checks and to follow through with things like the 
“Reducing the Risk” program and institution of the OCA PSPs and Guidelines.  I am 
very serious about this.  And so, not only will we be after every parish and mission 
to send in annual reports as to what has or has not been done, we will also require 
all clergy, youth staff, Sunday school teachers, all readers and subdeacons, and 
anyone who could possibly be construed as a person in authority to undergo an 
annual certification after taking an online course in the area of sexual misconduct.  
This, sadly, is just going to be part of our life from this point on.  And our failure to 
follow through can cost us dearly.  We will never be able to guard 100% against this 
evil, but we can do everything in our power to make those who are vulnerable as 
safe as possible. 
 
Our monasteries are among the real jewels of our diocese.  And, I am so grateful to 
God for them and for the spiritual respite they afford us all.  I encourage you all to 
visit the monasteries whenever you can.   
 
I am able to report the Saint Barbara Monastery in Santa Paula is now fully engaged 
in the building of a new chapel.  After a very long time and many thousands of 
dollars, they are actually ready to begin the foundation of their chapel.  They are in 
great need of our financial support and I encourage you all to help them as best you 
can.   
 
The nuns in Calistoga have settled in quite nicely since their move from Santa Paula.  
They work very hard to support themselves through the work of their hands and 
our gifts.  They care for the oldest women’s monastery in North America. 
 



Mother Cassiana, who is here with her bookstore, continues to live the monastic life 
up in Lake George, CO at about 9,000 feet.  She has survived fires and floods.  She too 
is beginning to think about building a chapel for her monastery.  And we just blessed 
the monastery cemetery last week. 
 
As most of you know, the Monastery of St. John in Manton had a very difficult time 
last year.  At the Assembly last year I announced Fr. Meletios would be leaving our 
diocese.  The brothers who have remained have struggled to maintain the services 
and the physical plant of the monastery with reduced numbers.  They have selected 
Monk Innocent as their superior and I hope to ordain him to the diaconate and then 
priesthood very soon.  You can help them by buying candles from them and through 
your donations.  They were left with a rather incredible debt to pay off in their 
mortgage.  The diocesan council is trying to help them find other funding as best we 
can.   
 
Mother Susanna, right here in Santa Rosa, leads a very quiet and serious monastic 
life together with the sisters of the Kazan Skete.  It is always a pleasure to be with 
them and to pray with them.  I hope some of you will have a chance to visit them 
while you are here. 
 
The Assembly of Orthodox Bishops met again this year for the fourth time.  The 
main task of the Assembly is to prepare a plan to be presented at the proposed Great 
and Holy Council for administrative unity in North America.  This process is going 
on throughout the Orthodox world.  While I cannot say whether or not such a Great 
and Holy Council will ever meet in my lifetime given difficult relations among the 
Orthodox Churches world-wide, relations are as tumultuous as those in Washington 
DC at present, I can say the process and meetings have been a terrific opportunity 
for all the Orthodox hierarchs in North America to meet and to get to know each 
other.  I really feel each meeting breaks down more and more of the walls that 
separate us from each other.  And we are only going to be able to be one united 
Church if we act like one.  The greatest obstacles are our ignorance and fear.  There 
is much to be done.  But, I am very heartened by the brotherly way in which all the 
gathered hierarchs have taken up the task given them.  To be quite honest, one of 
the challenges for us is the exclusion of the Primate of the OCA from the executive 
committee.  This was by design and has diminished the voice of the second largest 
Church in the Assembly.  The Church of Albania, which has only ONE parish in North 
America, is part of the executive committee while the OCA with over 700 parishes is 
excluded.  This reflects locally the very serious divisions on the larger Pan-Orthodox 
level.  We are, however, represented which is good.  But, I do not think anything will 
happen of any significance until this is corrected.  I should also say the relationship 
of the hierarchs here on the West Coast is healthy and an example for others.  I make 
every effort, not only to meet with, but to serve with, my fellow hierarchs whenever 
possible.  One cannot be part of the solution is one is not engaged. 
 
I would like to pause and introduce some of the new clergy of our diocese.   
 



Priest David Morrison – Bozeman, MT 
Priest Simeon Johnson – Calhan, CO 
Priest Moses McPherson – Chico, CA 
Priest Benjamin Huggins – Four Corners Area, CO 
Deacon Dumitru Nita – Kirkland, WA 
Deacon Chritian Jensen – Milwaikie, OR 
Deacon James Ferrenberg – Poulsbo, WA 
Priest Andre Paez – Tempe, AZ 
Deacon Edward Henderson – Berkeley, CA 
Deacon Joseph Ramos – Tacoma, WA 
Priest Alexis Baldwin – Colorado Springs, CO 
Priest Kyrill Williams – Denver, CO 
Deacon Panayiotis Tekosis – Colorado Springs 
Deacon John Manutes – Littleton, CO 
 
It is a dangerous thing to single out one or another for distinguished service.  But, I 
would like to highlight a few of our clergy.   
 
Archpriest John Takahashi is celebrating 40 years of ordination this year. 
Archpriest Michael Margitich is celebrating 60 years of ordination! 
 
Fr. Leo Arrowsmith retired after many years of service as a priest both in our 
diocese and the Antiochian Archdiocese.  He continues to be active as a supply priest 
here in the Bay Area. 
 
There are several clergy with serious health issues.  But I would ask you all to keep 
Matushka Lila Regan who is struggling with cancer in your prayers.  Fr. Michael is 
not with us today as he is helping her through her chemotherapy. 
 
Finally, we lost Fr. Deacon Michael Pleftka last year to cancer.  I would ask the 
Archdeacon to intone Memory  Eternal for him. 
 
I would also like to mention all of our mission clergy and my personal gratitude for 
the many sacrifices they and their families make for the sake of the flock they serve.  
In particular I would point to the quiet, but steady service of Fr. John Tomasi and his 
whole family in Culver City, CA.  And Fr. John Schroedel suffers at the very edge of 
our diocese in Hawaii.  We now have a second mission on the Big Island in Hilo. 
 
 
While we are in the area of sad events, I think I should mention the group that 
purchased the LGS from us last year has defaulted and it looks like we will be getting 
it back.  Sadly, not only has the I Am Free group proven to be unable to pay for the 
retreat center, they have damaged it significantly.  We have engaged a lawyer and 
will be doing the best we can to recover what funds we can.  This is a recent 
development, and we are just at the very first stages of responding. 
 



In closing I would like to thank our Chancellor, Archpriest Ian MacKinnon for his 
wonderful work.  He is the guy who tries to tell me “no”.  And, from time to time, I 
actually listen to him.  I am grateful for his presence in my life and do not think I 
would be here if it were not for him and his support.  We have a great gift from God 
in the person of our Treasurer, Mary Caetta.  She shares her financial and business 
skills with us and is a major reason we are in such good shape today.  The area and 
mission deans have also done a great job in helping to advise me and to be my 
presence in their deaneries.  They get the dirty jobs first and then we call in Fr. Ian.  I 
appreciate them all and the work they do.  
 
I would also like to thank the members of the Diocesan Council, the Mission Board 
and Home of Mercy for their work.  Each of them brings a gift to the diocesan 
administration for which I am very grateful.   
 
I would be remiss if I did not give thanks to God for all the clergy of our diocese.  
Each of them has special gifts and talents that serve to build up the Body of Christ.  I 
have trust and faith in you all and appreciate the many sacrifices you and your 
families make for your flock. 
 
And finally, I would also like to acknowledge the excellent work of our diocesan 
assistant, Andrew Smith.  He works efficiently and with tremendous grace.  And he 
puts up both with my idiosyncrasies and me.  He has done a great job of picking up 
the mantle of Barry Migyanko.  I think you can all see what I am talking about in the 
way our office runs and just in the report book that was created for this assembly. 
 
 
 
 
 


