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DELEGATE INSTRUCTIONS

Please read the contents of this report carefully and in advance of the Assembly. If necessary,
print out a copy for your use at the Assembly and have your questions prepared in advance.
The following schedule is preliminary and subject to modifications.

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE

Arizona Grand Resort and Spa
South Mountain Ballrooms K & L
July 18, 2025; Phoenix, Arizona

12:00 pm  Registration of Assembly Delegates and Observers

1:00 pm  Molieben and Plenary Session

e Assembly Welcome

e Appointment of Assembly Officers and Secretariat

e Acceptance of Minutes of 2024 Diocesan Assembly

e Address of the Locum Tenens

e Address of the Bishop-Elect

e Chancellor’s Report: Archpriest Kirill Sokolov

e Treasurer’s Report: Matushka Theodora Blom

e Diocesan Budget, Presentation and Approval: Dorothy Nowik
e FElections

e Metropolitan Council Report (if needed)

e Retired Clergy Fellowship: Archpriest David Lowell

e Clergy Wife Fellowship: Matushka Elizabeth Powell

e Orthodox Church Capital Improvement Fund: Archpriest Athanasius Kone
e New Business

e Closing Prayer

3:30 pm  Diocesan Council Meets
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DIOCESE OF THE WEST
Minutes of the 2024 Diocesan Assembly
Church of the Annunciation, Milwaukie, OR

October 15-17, 2024

PLENARY SESSION 1 - October 16, 2024 9:21 AM

Archbishop BENJAMIN opened the Diocesan Assembly and Molieben was served by Diocesan
Chancellor Archpriest Kirill Sokolov, assisted by Protodeacon David Greenfield.

Credentials:
2 Hierarchs
67 Clergy
60 Lay Delegates
16 Observers
145 Total Participants

Appointment of Assembly Officers and Secretariat
Clergy Chair: Archpriest Kirill Sokolov
Lay Chair: David Lane
Secretariat: Archpriest Damian Kuolt, Priest Andrew Smith, Catherine Mabus
Tellers: John Patterson, David Johnson

ACCEPTED UNANIMOUSLY by Acclamation
Minutes of the 2023 Diocesan Assembly: Received as submitted
Address of His Beatitude, Metropolitan TIKHON (Posted on the Diocesan website)
Address of His Eminence, Archbishop BENJAMIN (Posted on the Diocesan website)

[Notably, His Beatitude and His Eminence both addressed the upcoming retirement plan of His Eminence,
Archbishop Benjamin at the Holy Synod’s care for the Diocese of the West in this time of transition.]

Greeting of Archpriest Alexander Rentel, Chancellor of the OCA gave an update on present activities

Activities of Metropolitan Council that met last week: Expansion of the Office of Pastoral Life, which is
currently a part-time office headed by Archpriest Nicholas Solak, overseeing multiple million-dollar
grants, working on peer learning, financial health and planning, activities of clergy wives fellowship. It
seemed appropriate to His Beatitude to move the office to full-time capacity. This proposal has been
referred to the Holy Synod for consideration. There had been a contraction of chancery staff, but grant
funding has allowed for a modest expansion.

Upcoming Fall Synod meeting

a. Glorification of St. Olga of Alaska. Details of the canonization event will be made public after the
meeting in the first week of November. November 16: opening of holy relics. Monastery of
Assumption in Calistoga has donated a temporary reliquary. Wednesday evening of AAC in July will
be Vigil in St. Olga’s honor, with Primatial Liturgy on Thursday.

b. Preconciliar Committee will be meeting soon. 2025 marks the 100th anniversary of the falling asleep
of St. Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow.

Chancellor’s Report — Archpriest Kirill Sokolov (Posted on the Diocesan website)

Treasurer’s Report - Matushka Theodora Blom (Financial Reports can be found on the Diocesan website)
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NOTE: Financial information is posted on the DOW website every month, going back to 2004. Financial
reports for 2023 and YTD through Sept 1, 2024, are in volume 4 of the delegate book in a more
condensed format.

Matushka Theodora reports 2024 shows the diocese is in much better shape, with expenditures as a
percentage of gross income: 30% Central Church Support, 29% Payroll, 12% Travel, and 6% Missions. An
internal audit was completed via Zoom before assembly, but the report was not completed in time for
inclusion in delegate books. The committee was satisfied with the books but had one suggestion:
someone knowledgeable of insurance should be enlisted to ensure we are properly covered. One exciting
thing: last year’s S130K surplus is being used to support seminarians. The reported $27K Stipend
Remittances for Seminarians was increased using this surplus, but the expense shows in this year, which
means we actually have approx. $60K showing in 2024. Reminders: a) there is a diocesan requirement to
complete a year end reconciliation by February, and b) the Diocesan Treasurer will advise on Clergy Tax, a
very specialized field.

MOTION to approve the Budget by. Archpriest Stephen Osburn
SECOND by Mr. David Lane PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Diocesan Budget - Dorothy Nowik, Financial Committee Chair,
All budget requests were granted this year. Budget is set for ending in the black. Our operating
investment income is higher due to more interest earned. Categories for Missions seem to have shrunk,
but they have actually stayed the same. Certain sub-categories were merely combined. Budgets for
deans and deaneries increased due to increased activities

MOTION to approve the 2025 Budget by Archpriest Dresko
SECOND by Archpriest Andrew Cuneo PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Nomination Committee Report — Archpriest Kirill Sokolov and Archpriest Matthew Tate
The nomination process was reviewed. [Note: There were no nominations from the floor this year.]
Nominees presented:
DIOCESAN COUNCIL
2 Clergy Delegates: Archpriest David Morrison, Priest Andrew Smith
2 Lay Delegates: David Lane, Catherine Mabus

AUDIT COMMITTEE (3)
Dn. Vyacheslav Adams, Tiffany Gantus , Archpriest Damian Kuolt

FINANCE COMMITTEE (appointed by Archbishop BENJAMIN)
Maha Adranly

METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

Lay: Kevin Duffy (replacing David Lane, whose term is ending)

Clergy: Archpriest Andreas Blom (to complete the term of Archpriest Matthew Tate, who is resigning his
position due to health concerns)

Metropolitan Council - Mr. David Lane (full report available in Delegate Book 3, pages 5-10)
Dr. Paul Meyendorff asked Fr. Alexander Rentel to elaborate on his comment in his report about the
shrinking of the central budget. Fr. Alexander clarified that funding from territorial dioceses has actually
increased and is stable. It seems the proportional giving system is working.
Mr. David Lane reported on the Metropolitan Council meetings of last week, (all else in book) His
Beatitude spoke at length (see OCA website for report). Theme of AAC is “Gathered Together By Christ.”
He drew attention to the Metropolitan’s “Call For Reflection” in advance of the AAC, pointing out that
prompts and guidebooks and reporting opportunities are posted to the website.
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The Assembly of Bishops have requested an increase in the OCA contribution from $7,500 to $25,000.
This will be reviewed by the Metropolitan Council.

The OCA Chancellor, Archpriest Alexander Rentel currently resides in New York, is planning to relocate
to the Washington DC area by January 1, 2025.

Good news on the Pension: The amount of payments received now exceeds amount of disbursements.
Pension is looking very healthy with the participation improving.

There are changes to Mission Planting Grants. There have been few applications, due to requirements
that are inhibiting. So there is a pause to revise requirements to make it better for the entire church.

Department of Christian Education is developing new curricula for Church School.

1999 AAC resolution: requires that each parish retain a 50 K life insurance policy for rectors. This
requirement is still ongoing. A program is being established by the central chancery to fulfill this
requirement with details to be announced in 2025.

To date, no withdrawals from reserves, so the budget is holding steady.

Audit for 2023 received; a few minor adjustments but overall reported a clean opinion.

Archpriest Alexander affirms his profound appreciation for Archpriest Matthew Tate and read the full
text of a Resolution:

“The Metropolitan Council of the Orthodox Church in America today resolves:

To affirm its profound collegial appreciation and warm love in Christ for Archpriest Matthew Tate; to
express its sorrow over his present illness; and to assure him of its fervent prayers to God, whose
"hands heal" (Job 5:18), that he might receive from above all that is good and saving in both soul
and body.

That this is a true record from the minutes of the Metropolitan Council of the Orthodox Church in
America, this signature testifies.

Archpriest Alessandro Margheritino, Secretary
The Orthodox Church in America”

He then commented on External Affairs. May/June 2024 — Metropolitan Tikhon, Archpriest Alexander
Rentel, Archpriest Nazari Polataiko, and (then) Deacon Vitaly Permiakov traveled to Ukraine, Romania,
Constantinople.

A received bequest was earmarked for funding to invite Metropolitan ONUFRIY of Kiev to travel to the
USA to address the situation in Ukraine. A January 2024 trip was planned to extend the invitation, but
due to illness Metropolitan Tikhon and the Chancellor were unable to travel. The situation in Ukraine
also prevented Metropolitan Onufriy from coming, and so funds were instead used to fund a delegation
to go to Ukraine.

The group visited SW Ukraine (Chernivtsy and Pochaev). It then spent two nights at Putna monastery in
North Romania. Metropolitan Daniel invited His Beatitude to preside at a service in Putna. The group
then traveled to Bucharest to meet with Archbishop Varlaam of External Affairs.

From there, the group went to Constantinople and conveyed a gift from His Beatitude ONUFRIY to His
All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW.

Pension Board Report - Archpriests John Dresko & Matthew Tate.

When Fr. John joined two years ago, there was much acrimony between the Pension Board and the
Metropolitan Council. At this point, the relationship is much better. In addition, the Holy Synod has
been supportive and there has been real effort to ensure the mandates of the Pension Plan are being
followed. David Lane, serving as liaison between Metropolitan Council and Pension Board, has helped
with this situation as well.
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Facts about Plan:

e Contributions are based on a percentage of clergy salary sent to Plan (6 percent from
participant, 14 percent from parish)

e Do not anticipate any changes to that formula in the near future, though in the long term it may
be able to be reduced.

e |nthe past year, participation has increased from 366 clergy to 390.

e Board anticipates participation will increase to over 400 by the beginning of 2025.

e The cash flow of the Pension Plan has moved from ‘in the red,’ to ‘in the black’.

e Inthe past 15 years, $11 MM had to be taken from the principal; a draining-down of the total
investment portfolio. Now money will be returned to the portfolio, which insures the future of
the plan.

e Investments have exceeded 28 million (as of last night). Now that it has exceeded 25 million,
more investment opportunities are open to us.

e With a net gain of 4 participants a year and if cash flows and investments continue, the plan will
be fully funded by 2035/2036.

Fr. Matthew Tate emphasized what a good and important thing the Pension Plan is, and it needs the
care of the Church.

Housekeeping: locations of deanery meetings and instructions for afternoon.

PLENART SESSION 1 - ended at 11:46 AM.
1:00 PM Deanery meetings

PLENARY SESSION 2 - began @ 1:45pm, October 16. 2024

Credentials:
2 Hierarchs
62 Clergy
56 Lay Delegates
14 Observers
134 Total Participants

His Beatitude TIKHON introduced his “Call to Reflection” once the plenary session was back in order.

[NOTE: The assembly delegates broke out into ‘table groups’ to discuss the questions outlined in His Beatitude’s
Call to Reflection.]

Charities - Archpriest Russell Lawrence (full report available in the delegate book 3 found on the website)

This year there is a Charities Budget of $9K
The Diocese is supporting 3 organizations:
Zoe For Life
Gobezie-Goshu Home (Ethiopia)
Project Mexico
In addition there is a S4K Discretionary Fund (usually for clergy family emergency situations)

Deanery Highlights ( for full reports see the Delegate Handbook)

e Pacific Northwest — Archpriest Stephen Soot, St Anne, Corvalis, OR
Sister Parish relationship between St. Katherine in Kirkland and St. Nicholas Church in Qwethluk, AK
has been established.

e Rocky Mountain - Archpriest Andreas Blom, Holy Theophany, Colorado Springs, CO
Archpriest Anthony Karbo repose has left him with big shoes to fill. Half the clergy are new to the
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deanery. Just had his first deanery retreat. Growth everywhere. St Anthony, Bozeman MT just
broke ground on their new church. St John, a second church in Colorado Springs, will be opening
doors early December.

e Pacific Central - Archpriest Lawrence Margitich, St. Seraphim of Sarov, Santa Rosa, CA
Last year we had 4 vacancies, but glory to God they have all been filed. Home of Mercy in Santa Rosa
is now the residence of His Eminence, while we are looking to expand with new buildings on the
property.

e Pacific Southwest — Archpriest Lawrence Rusell. Annunciation, Santa Maria, CA
Three parishes and one monastery. Highlighted his being their 30 years and the upcoming
consecration of the Temple, New renovations on LA Cathedral.

e Mission Deanery — Archpriest Matthew Tate, Annunciation, Milwaukie, OR
All missions are receiving additional support from the geographic district deans. Fr. Matthew spoke
in favor of the Missionary Deanery being retained in its current form beyond his upcoming
retirement. Noted is the extremely encouraging uptick in new people, baptisms, even more than in
the past. — at a level we have never come close to seeing

e Desert Deanery — Archpriest Michael, St. John of Damascus, Poway, CA
Today’s deanery meeting committed to a young adult service weekend at one of the deanery
monasteries, as well as an upcoming trip to Project Mexico.

Clergy Wives Advisory Group - Matushka. Elizabeth Powell

Matushka Elizabeth thanked Matushka Lori Jensen for hosting clergy wives for luncheon today. Clergy
wives will have a retreat at St. John Monastery in Manton November 8-10.

She is a representative of the clergy wife network through the office of pastoral life. The network has
created and managed an online directory, online newsletter, online retreats, social media, ecards,
support for clergy widows, maintains a clergy wife prayer list, and has started a reliquary fundraiser for
the upcoming glorification of St. Olga.

Youth, Camps, and Education. Archpriest Michael Anderson.

Fr. Michael highlighted one aspect of his written report: our diocese serves over 400 youth each year
during sleepaway church camps. Including staff, that means 500 people in the Diocese are involved in
camps..

Orthodox Church Capital Investment Fund (OCCIF): - Archpriest John Dresko

OCCIF was born out of the Diocese of the West 15 years ago, from a desire to help missions and parishes
grow through low interest loans. The DOW is the second or third largest investor in OCCIF. It works in a
simple way: it receives donations and investments and pays interest on the investment, takes money
and lends to churches who have capital improvement projects.

At this time, OCCIF is trying to disburse another 1.3-1.4 million dollars to building projects. In addition, it
is searching for new capital.

The organization is approaching 6 million dollars in funding projects. OCCIF is always ready to invest and
receive donations. Individuals can invest as little as 5K. Interest rates depend on the amount of money
that is invested.

[NOTE: New promotional video for OCCIF was shown]

The Board made a decision: beginning November 1st, it will appoint a new executive director: Archpriest
Athanasius Kone, St. Innocent Eureka, CA. Fr. John invited Fr. Athanasius to address the assembly and
introduce himself.

PLENARY SESSION 2 - ended @ 4:59 pm
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PLENARY SESSION 3 - began @ 11:05 pm, Thursday October 17,2024

Credentials:
1 Hierarchs
58 Clergy
55 Lay Delegates
20 Observers
134 Total Participants

Elections
MOTION to approve the slate of nominees presented by the Nominating Committee in the 1%
Plenary Session by Archpriest John Tomasi
SECOND by Dorothy Nowik PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Report of table group facilitators

e Archpriest Barnabas Powell - Section 5 on Philanthropy:
When trying to judge the fruits of philanthropy, there will be things you see and things you don’t
see. Impact is not just on those helped, but those who do the work of helping.

e Matushka Daria Gray - Section 5 on Philanthropy:
Discussion itself was a healing process. Most important thing is relationships and one on one contact
with those in the parish community. Philoptimo — Awareness (St. Paisios) — sometimes we live in a
distracted way and don’t even notice those who are in need around us.

e Archpriest Jerome Cwiklinski - Discussed all 5 sections.
Defined our moment as a time of uncertainty and divisiveness. But we are coming through and
emerging from this moment (COVID). Now all communities are growing. We have to be who we
claim to be; if we claim to be the true Church, do we act like it?

e Priest Timothy Winegar -
Positive in coming together and sharing our experiences. Our moment: we have weathered the
storm and have come out of it stronger. With this has come growth and blessing. Young families
coming into the Church are very committed. One challenge: the small number of irreplaceable
people who volunteer — need to mentor others. Finances: how to put the Gospel at the center of
charity/budget?

e Archpriest David Morrison
Resonated with Metropolitan Tikhon’s image of hovering with the cross at the bottom of the arc
before ascent. Growth, which can sometimes be overwhelming. “Do the Stuff” — have the services,
bless what can be blessed, visit monasteries, etc.

e Rachel Adams (Kirkland) speaking for Archpriest Michael Anderson — Education
Shared successful programs that are working. Expressed opportunities for parishioners to build
relationships with each other, such as in-home gatherings.

e Archpriest Lawrence Gaudreau - Section 1- Defining our moment.
People come to our churches because they are looking for something they cannot find in the world.
Stability = community that empowers new leaders. The priest doesn’t have to do everything. Being
good stewards of what is entrusted

e Deacon John Gallagher - Section 1- Defining our moment.
Inspired by the present moment and opportunity over the next year to refine reflection of where we
are. Be flexible, and make adjustments if things are not going well.
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Adjourned 11:38 with the singing of “It Is Truly Meet”

Toant Mnﬁ/ M

Archpriest Damian Kuolt, Secretariat Priest Anérew Smith, Secretariat

Respectfully submitted by,

Catherine Mabus, Secretariat

Approval of Diocesan Hierarch

+BENJAMIN, Archbishop of San Francisco and the West
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