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REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS 
2025 Diocesan Assembly of the West 

Archpriest John Dresko, Director of Communications 
Priest Stephen Osburn, Webmaster 

Diocesan Website: www.dowoca.org 
Diocesan Facebook Page 

Your Eminence, Reverend Fathers and Monastics, beloved brothers and sisters: 

In the past year, efforts to communicate on a diocesan level have continued at a regular pace. 
This past year has been dominated, of course, by the announced retirement of the archbishop 
during the All-American Council. It will be dominated in the coming weeks and months by the 
election, consecration and subsequent enthronement of a new diocesan bishop. We try to 
regularly update the diocesan webpage with news from around the diocese, messages from His 
Eminence, resources about varied and valuable questions, a calendar of upcoming events and 
information about registrations, etc., and anything else considered news-worthy. The content 
on the webpage is generally paralleled on the diocesan Facebook page. 

Fr. Stephen Osburn continues maintaining these pages and keeping content up to date and 
relevant, now from a distance (he has transferred to Savannah, Georgia). He times the posts 
(especially social media) for maximum exposure and benefit. I review and edit when necessary 
written content that is submitted before it is approved for posting. We have a set of standards 
for submittals, making sure content is diocesan related and valuable to readers. Fr. Kirill and I 
discuss anything of concern before it makes it onto any of our platforms. Our department 
assists with details of appeals, etc. As needed, we collaborate on all communications, even 
assisting clergy or parishes if appropriate and requested. 

Thank you to everyone who sends photos and articles! Cooperation on parish and deanery 
levels is semi-regular and can always be better, so we still have the annual appeal: send articles, 
pictures, videos, anything that is going on in your parishes and deaneries. Send them to Fr. 
Stephen at webmaster@dowoca.org. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Archpriest John Dresko  
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June 4, 2025

Report to the 2025 Diocesan Assembly, Diocese of  the West 
Department of  Liturgical Music

Many will be surprised to read that our Diocese has a Department of 
Liturgical Music, due to the fact that there have been no publications of liturgical 
music nor singing workshops for some time. Most of my activity has been to 
answer questions from clergy about church singing, and to offer suggestions about 
where to find church music. 

That being said, during the last year I compiled a book, with complete text 
and music, for the Priest’s Funeral. The OCA already has a book like that on-line. 
My project used the that material as a foundation, and then included alternate 
musical settings (such as the Carpatho Russian versions of the Hymns of St. John 
of Dasmascus). By request I also compiled a book, music and text complete, for 
the Funeral of a Child. 

Both funerals are digital files that can be emailed by request, no charge. 

As for other publications, the central administration of the OCA has a 
number of projects underway (hopefully a Resurrectional Vigil Book), and so there 
is no reason for me to duplicate the production and publication of material. We can 
be very thankful for those who are preparing music for the OCA’s Department of 
Liturgical Music.

As for music workshops, thanks to the funding provided by the Thriving 
Parish Project a major choir directing practicum is being organized for July 28–
August 1, at St. Seraphim Cathedral in Santa Rosa. More on that will be presented 
at the Diocesan Assembly. 

Your servant in Christ, 

Archpriest Lawrence Margitich 
Department of  Liturgical Music,  
Diocese of  the West
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Metropolitan Council Report to the 2025 DOW Assembly 

The Metropolitan Council held its Fall 2024 Session in an in-person meeting in October of 
2024 and its 2025 Spring Session February 25 and 27, 2025 via videoconference.  A 
summary of highlights follows. Full minutes and reports of each session can be found at 
oca.org/about/metropolitan-council. 

2024 Fall Session – October 9-11, 2024 
Hilton Springfield, Springfield, Virginia 

DOW participants: David Lane, Esq, DOW Representative, and Lynnell McFarland, Metropolitan 
Council at-large member (Wednesday only) 

Following the celebration of a Divine Liturgy for the feast of St. Tikhon of Moscow and North 
America at St. Nicholas Primatial Cathedral in Washington, DC, Metropolitan Tikhon opened the 
meeting with prayer at 12:02 at the Hilton Hotel, Springfield, VA.  

Resolutions: Two resolutions were presented for consideration by the Council: 

MOTION RENTEL/LANE – To aƯirm profound collegial appreciation of the Metropolitan 
Council and warm love in Christ for Archpriest Matthew Tate; to express the Council’s 
sorrow over his present illness; and to assure him of fervent prayers to God, whose “hands 
heal” (Job 5:18), that he might receive from above all that is good and saving in both soul 
and body. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

MOTION RENTEL/LIBEROVSKY – To express the concern of the Metropolitan Council for the 
communities of the Orthodox Church in America and for all the people of Florida threatened 
by Hurricane Milton, and to assure them of the Council’s prayer to Christ, “whom wind and 
sea obey” (Lk. 8:25), that He would graciously have mercy on those in the path of the 
hurricane and preserve life and property from the rage of the storm. CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Metropolitan’s Report: Metropolitan Tikhon presented oral remarks along with the log of his travel 
and events as  Primate since the Spring Session. He reported on his Primatial activities, events of 
church-wide significance, his work with stavropegial institutions, international travel, his 
archpastoral work in the Archdiocese of Washington, and the relocation of the Chancery oƯice. In 
light of his call for reflection for the upcoming 21st All-American Council, His Beatitude oƯered 
some of his own considerations on the current moment in the life of the Orthodox Church in 
America. Discussion took place as His Beatitude responded to questions from Council members. 

Chancellor’s Report: Fr. Alexander Rentel presented a report highlighting his various activities, the 
work of the Chancery, and other business. Father Alexander also reported on his recent travel, both 
domestic and international. He especially noted the work of the Preconciliar Commission and other 
preparations for the 21st All-American Council. He also spoke of personnel matters and the 
projected expansion of the OƯice of Pastoral Life.  

Report of the Secretary:  Archpriest Alessandro Margheritino highlighted some of the sections of 
his attached report reflecting on the everyday operation at the Chancery in Virginia and shared 
some of his considerations on the necessary steps for the gradual integration of the Chancery 
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within the territory of the Archdiocese of Washington. He also reported on the work of the 
Preconciliar Commission and the ongoing planning of the 21st All-American Council. He proposed 
for membership in the Preconciliar Commission the names of Matushka Ashley Foster as youth 
coordinator, as well as Deacon John Weiss and Lydia Osolinsky as clergy and lay co-chairs of the 
Local Organizing Committee. The Council unanimously approved the addition of these members 
whose names will be forwarded to the Holy Synod for approval.  Father Alessandro also gave an 
update on the Archives of the Orthodox Church in America, now largely relocated to Saint 
Vladimir’s Seminary in Yonkers, NY, and preparations for the upcoming closing of the sale of the 
Westwood property.  

Property Committee: Gregory Honshul and Ray Steeb reported on progress regarding the 
Westwood sale, noting that the approval processes following the signing of the purchase 
agreement several months ago are proceeding as expected. Barring any unforeseen complications, 
the closing is anticipated to occur by the end of 2025. 

Pension Board:  Pension Board members Fr. John Dresko and Melanie Ringa provided 
comprehensive updates on Pension Plan membership, compliance status, and investment 
performance. Additionally, the Pension Committee of the Metropolitan Council presented its own 
report. Michael Stieglitz, OCA Pension Plan Administrator, provided clarifications and details on the 
work of the Pension OƯice. David Lane, outgoing Council liaison to the Pension Board, noted the 
vast improvement in the relationship between the two bodies over the last two years and the 
greater openness and accountability regarding Pension finances. 

Departments of the OCA:  Archpriest Thomas Soroka, Project Manager for the OCA Departments, 
presented key issues in the work of the departments:   

Church Planting Grant Program: Fr Thomas spoke on the need to restructure the Church Planting 
Grant Program.  Extensive deliberation by the Council took place resulting in a unanimously carried 
resolution to pause for up to one year the granting of first-year Church Planting Grants in order to 
allow time for restructuring of the program, possible development of new programs and 
enhancement of funding sources.  

Department of Christian Education: Fr. Thomas informed the Council of the upcoming release of a 
new comprehensive school-age curriculum by the Department of Christian Education based on 
“Essential Orthodox Christian Beliefs,” the adult catechetical resource released last year. He 
highlighted the work of other departments, as presented in the published report. 

The Council then approved a resolution to accept the recommendations of the Department of 
Evangelization for (continuing) second and third year planting grant recipients to  St Alexis of 
Wilkes-Barre Mission in Palm Coast, FL, and two third-year Mission Planting Grants for St. Ambrose 
of Milan Mission in Roanoke, VA and Archangel Gabriel Mission in Hickory, NC in 2025 and to 
submit them to the Holy Synod for confirmation. 

OƯice of Pastoral Life: Archpriest Nicholas Solak, chair of the OƯice of Pastoral Life and a member 
of the Metropolitan Council, presented his report and other documents on the various programs 
managed by the OƯice. He particularly emphasized the programs now available as a result of two 
significant grants awarded by the Lilly Foundation. Father Nicholas also presented a plan for the 
expansion of the OƯice of Pastoral Life in light of the continuous growth of the programs. After 
extensive discussion of various logistical, financial, legal and other aspects of the proposed plan, a 
resolution was proposed to transition the position of Chair of the OƯice of Pastoral Life to Full-Time 
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Director. The resolution (full text appears in the minutes document) was carried by majority vote of 
the Council and will be conveyed by His Beatitude to the Holy Synod. 

Term Life Insurance Program Presentation:  Michael Herzak and Kevin McMaster of Insurance 
Systems of Independence, OH, presented a proposal for a new and voluntary term life insurance 
program to be oƯered to all clergy and lay employees of the Church. The Council voted to formally 
receive the informational presentation on life insurance options and to refer it to the Holy Synod for 
further consideration. 

Treasurer's Report: OCA Treasurer Andrew Smith provided an overview of the Church's finances 
and investments and presented a proposed 2025 budget. The Council approved unanimously the 
proposed 2025 All-American Council budget as well as an amended overall 2025 budget with 
revisions incorporating the changes for the OƯice of Pastoral Life, a membership contribution by 
the Orthodox Church in America to the Assembly of Bishops, and approval of housing allowance 
amounts within budgeted compensation for OCA Chancery clergy. 

Legal Matters: The Council addressed transparency of Pension documents and reports with OCA 
Legal Counsel Mark Hamilton. It was suggested that the Pension Committee formulate a policy on 
this that would be proposed as a resolution at the next meeting of the Council. Metropolitan Tikhon 
appointed Fr. Alessandro Margheritino as temporary liaison of the Metropolitan Council to the 
Pension Board. 

External Audit: Andrew Smith introduced Stephanie Crocenzi, CPA, a representative from Satty, 
Levine & Ciacco, CPAs, P.C., the external auditing firm for the OCA, who delivered a PowerPoint 
presentation with a detailed overview of financial statements and the recent audit for 2023, noting 
the audit’s key findings and the healthy financial state of the Church.  

Reflections for the 21st All-American Council: The Council engaged in a discussion prompted by 
Metropolitan Tikhon’s call for reflection on the Church’s current state, focusing on both the 
opportunities and challenges the Church faces in advance of the upcoming 21st All-American 
Council. 

2025 Spring Session – February 25 & 27, 2025 
Conducted by video conference 
Minutes and reports available at oca.org/about/metropolitan-council 

DOW participants: Archpriest Andreas Blom and Kevin DuƯy, Esq, DOW Representatives, and 
Archpriest Lawrence Margitich and Lynnell McFarland, Metropolitan Council at-large members. 

Acting Chancellor and Secretary Archpriest Alessandro Margheritino called the meeting to order. 

Metropolitan’s report: Metropolitan Tikhon presented oral remarks and provided highlights from 
the attached log of his work as OCA Primate including travel and events since the Fall Session. He 
invited new members of the Council to briefly introduce themselves. He highlighted key events 
chronicled in the log of his activities. He asked for prayers for the ill Archbishops Benjamin and 
Alexander and the recently reposed Archbishop Anastasios of Albania, as well as clergy, clergy 
wives and monastics reposed since the Fall Session. He also spoke of presiding at the funeral of 
Aleksandra Ter and her daughter Olivia, at St. Nicholas Cathedral in Washington, DC, who tragically 
perished in the Potomac plane crash in January. His Beatitude noted the transition in the OƯice of 
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the Chancellor and expressed gratitude to Fr. Alexander Rentel for his six years of service in the 
position. He congratulated Fr. Alessandro Margheritino on his appointment as Acting Chancellor 
and his reception of a Doctor of Ministry degree with a thesis on applied Sobornost in the work of 
the Metropolitan Council. His Beatitude provided some details on three significant events 
upcoming this year including the centennial of St. Tikhon’s repose, the glorification of Matushka 
Olga and the 21st All-American Council.  

Acting Chancellor and Secretary Report: Fr. Margheritino highlighted his attached report, 
summarizing his various activities, as both Acting Chancellor since January 1 and as OCA 
Secretary, the work of the Chancery, travel, personnel and related matters. 

Proposed Statute Amendment: Fr. Margheritino presented a memo with the rationale and text for 
a proposed Statute amendment to provide essential clarity and standardization to the terms of 
oƯice for Diocesan Representatives serving on the Metropolitan Council. After detailed discussion
and revisions of the proposed amendment text, a resolution was adopted to standardize the
Diocesan Representative terms to three years, beginning on January 1 of the year following election
and ending on December 31 of the third year. (Full text included in minutes.)

All-American Council: Protodeacon Peter Ilchuk presented a report highlighting preparations for 
the upcoming 21st All-American Council scheduled to convene in Phoenix in July 2025. The Council 
accepted the proposed agenda and schedule for the 21st All-American Council. 

Looking ahead, the Council accepted a recommendation from the Pre-Conciliar Commission that 
the 22nd All-American Council be held July 24-28, 2028, at the Hyatt Regency Dallas, in Dallas, TX. 

Property Committee: Gregory Honshul updated the Council on progress regarding the sale of the 
Westwood property, noting that the approval processes leading to closing the sale are proceeding 
as expected. Barring any unforeseen complications, the closing is anticipated to occur in the spring 
of 2026.  

Chancery Feasibility Study:  Igor Dabik, a consultant, presented a feasibility study that he had 
compiled together with the OCA oƯicers and Joshua Godbold to assess options for the purchase of 
a property in the greater Washington, DC area that would become the permanent location of the 
OCA Chancery. The report was extensively discussed. Andrew Smith provided clarification on 
financing to fund a property purchase. Details on a particular property were presented. The Council 
passed a resolution delegating authority to members of the Executive Chancery Team to jointly 
enter into a purchase agreement, with stipulations and subject to approval by the Metropolitan 
Council and the Holy Synod of Bishops.  

Internal Audit: The Council received the report of the Internal Auditing Committee’s 2024 audit 
report as presented by committee members Maha Adranly and Mka Sharon Hubiak. 

Pension Board: Matushka Mary Buletza-Breton and Melanie Ringa presented the Pension Board’s 
extensive reports on the Pension Plan with attachments. Extensive discussion ensued with 
questions answered by the Pension Board members in attendance and Michael Stieglitz, Plan 
Administrator.  

A resolution put forward regarding Pension Plan transparency was withdrawn pending further 
discussion and editing.  
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Treasurer’s Report: The Council accepted the report provided by Andrew Smith showing an 
overview of the Church’s finances and investments. No budget revisions have been necessary since 
the adoption of the budget at the Fall 2024 Metropolitan Council meeting. 

The Council then unanimously passed a resolution that the Orthodox Church in America contribute 
$15,000 from its unrestricted reserves to the Diocese of Sitka and Alaska for the events surrounding 
the glorification of Matushka Olga. 

Human Resources and Ethics Committee: Lisa Michalevsky, chair, reported that the committee 
and a consultant are just beginning work to analyze the compensation of all OCA Chancery oƯicers 
and staƯ. 

OƯice of Pastoral Life:  Archpriest Nicholas Solak, Chair of the OƯice of Pastoral Life, presented 
his report regarding the expanding work of the OƯice. He noted his own transition to a full-time role 
and the continuing development of programs managed by the OƯice. He acknowledged several 
grants. Metropolitan Tikhon expressed gratitude to Fr. Nicholas and the important work of the 
OƯice. 

Metropolitan’s Concluding Remarks: Metropolitan Tikhon that selecting a candidate to fill the 
oƯice of Chancellor is receiving his careful consideration. He noted his appreciation for
straightforward discussion on pension matters and the possible purchase of a new chancery
property. In conjunction with the coming of Great Lent, he asked for forgiveness and exhorted
everyone towards silence as stated in his Lenten message.

Respectfully submitted by Lynnell McFarland, Metropolitan Council at-large Member 
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Report to Diocese of the West Assembly 
Arizona Grand Resort, Phoenix, AZ 

July 18, 2025 

The work of the Thriving Parishes Project is multi-faceted, ongoing, and can be 
broken down into four initiatives: 

Initiative I: Deep Parish Renewal 

Since last year’s assembly, two parishes had to withdraw due to extenuating 
circumstances, leaving twenty participating parishes. This presents no issue, as the 
grant originally envisioned 20 communities, not 22. I have visited 11 parishes, 
bringing the total number of onboarding weekends to 13. I hope to finish my initial 
visits by January of 2026. These weekends have gone remarkably well by and large, 
and it has been a joy to work with the rectors and appointed lay leaders of the 
Church Health Teams to introduce the parish health survey and its process. The 
main challenges in this initiative have been maintaining momentum over time due 
to changing liturgical seasons and the reality of working alongside volunteers who 
lead busy lives.  

Initiative II: Growing Together 

To date, there have been six online modules created and hosted by the Thriving 
Parishes Project.  

1.) Liaising with Outside Charitable Organizations 
2.) The Calendar: What It Communicates About Our Parish 
3.) Young Adult Ministry 
4.) Paschal Joy: Celebrating Pascha Throughout the Fifty Days 
5.) Thriving Families, Thriving Parishes: Family Wellness 
6.) Stewardship and Budgeting 

Participation started slowly – it has been difficult to find a day and time that works 
consistently for all participants. We are greatly encouraged by the excitement and 
enthusiasm generated by certain parishes that have taken up, with gusto, the task 
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of sharing these resources and discussions with their parishioners. We welcome 
suggestions and requests for topics and speakers. 

Initiative III: Investing the Talent 

Vocations Director Archpriest Barnabas Powell has been meeting on a regular basis 
(usually monthly) with the Diocesan Diaconal Vocation students, providing added 
support and accountability as they navigate their independent studies. While a 
number have already graduated the program, new enrollees have filled the ranks. 

Thanks to the blessing of the Holy Synod, our one-time priestly formation cohort 
has been selected and had its first in-person meeting in February at Holy 
Theophany Church in Colorado Springs. It continues to meet online and will meet 
again in person at the end of July. This program should fulfill its work in about two 
years’ time. 

Diocesan leaders in music met in February to plan a week-long practicum for choir 
directors and aspiring music leaders, which also will meet in person in July. 
Registration filled up very quickly and prompted a waitlist, due to capacity 
limitations. The hope is to plan such gatherings annually. We look forward to seeing 
the fruits of this work. 

It should be noted that all three of these vocations (priests/deacons/choir 
directors) will have their annual practica during the last week of July at St. Seraphim 
Cathedral in Santa Rosa with nearly 80 participants combined. Many thanks in 
advance to Archpriest Lawrence Margitich and his parishioners for hosting. 

Initiative IV: Cultivating Deep Practices 

I have been in consultation and developing a relationship with the CrossRoad 
Institute to discern the most effective way to support young adult ministry in our 
Diocese, taking into account the lack of present infrastructure and the resource 
opportunities now provided through the grant. Work towards an in-person retreat 
for young adults is now beginning to take shape. 
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Concluding Remarks 

This work could not be done without the direct help and effort of Diocesan 
Chancellor Archpriest Kirill Sokolov, Vocations Director Archpriest Barnabas 
Powell, Diocesan Treasurer Matushka Theodora Blom, and Project Manager 
Brittany Yeager. We are also grateful to Archpriest Nicholas Solak and Dr. Ann 
Mitsakos-Bezzerides for their consulting help. 

Much more could be reported concerning this project, but I leave the above 
comments as a primer. I am happy to discuss anything in further detail with those 
who care to reach out. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Priest Andrew Smith 
Program Director, Thriving Parishes Project 
thriving@dowoca.org 
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The Monastery of St. John
 of Shanghai and San Francisco

Orthodox Church in America
Diocesan Report for 2025

Over the last year, the Brotherhood of the Monastery of Saint John of Shanghai has 

continued its life of prayer, worship, and repentance.  The daily cycle of Vespers, Matins, and 

Compline is kept.  The Divine Liturgy is celebrated four times a week.  We continue to receive 

pilgrims and host retreats.  Outwardly, we work with our hands to support ourselves and maintain

this beautiful property that we have been given.  Inwardly, we continue to grow—deepening our 

repentance as we humble ourselves forgive each other and try to live as Christians.

At the end of September, Rasophore Monk Valentine, a member of our community, 

reposed.  He had joined the monastery in 2007 and lived with us for almost four years, being 

made a monk on 2 June 2009.  Because of poor health, he had moved to Atherton, CA where he 

could be close to medical facilities.  He died peacefully at the age of 87, surrounded by friends.  

He was buried in our monastery cemetery. 

We grieve the loss of Fr Valentine but continue to welcome men who are exploring the 

monastic life.  This past year we have had three men join us. Our Brotherhood currently consists 

of 7 monastics.  Igumen Innocent (Superior), Novice Jason, Novice David, Novice Nathanael, 

Postulant John, and Postulant Andrew reside at St John's, while Hieromonk Photios resides in 

Cape Coral, FL, for health reasons.

Over the past year, the monastery has seen an increase in the number of visitors.  We 

were privileged to host a weekend retreat for clergy wives of the diocese in November of 2024.  

This has become a welcome annual event.  As I write this, we are preparing to host the young 

adult retreat entitled “Orthodox LIFE School”--a six-day long immersion in Orthodox Spirituality

for persons 18-35.  Other retreats have been less formal.  Small groups, (usually men's groups) 

from parishes in Oregon and California have come for weekend retreats.  These have been mostly

work trips.  Repairs to the chapel and main building have been done.  Participants have also 

helped with chores of burning slash and splitting and stacking firewood.  It is wonderful to have 

people visit us and join us for worship and spiritual discussion, as well.

Thanks to these volunteer efforts and our own labors, the monastery guesthouse has been 

repaired.  The damaged rooms have received new insulation, drywall, and paint.  New flooring 

and light and fan fixtures have also been installed.  We are now better able to host families and 

larger groups of pilgrims.

Over the past year, with God's help, we have finished some projects.  In our efforts to 

mitigate wildfire risk, a 100-foot fire break (tree-free area) has been put in place around our 

guesthouse.   The fence has been repaired around our vegetable garden.  We have also been able 

to reprint (4,000 copies each) of our titles Blessed Surgeon and A Christian Ending on the life of 

St Luke of Simferopol and Christian burial, respectively.

In the coming year, with God's help, we expect to invite more parishes and volunteers to 

visit us and experience a taste of Orthodox monasticism.  We plan to host a young adult retreat: 

the Orthodox LIFE School for a week in June of 2026, as well as the clergy wives retreat in 

November 2025.

The Brotherhood continues to support itself by producing and selling beeswax candles, 

keeping honey bees,  keeping a vegetable garden and orchard, running a bookstore (on location 

and online), publishing Orthodox literature through Divine Ascent Press, and offering hospitality 

to visiting pilgrims.

Respectfully submitted,

Igumen Innocent, Superior 
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Monastery of St John, Manton, CA

Financial Summary: August 1st 2024 through May 30th 2025

Income:

Donations: 109,460.16

Candle Sales: 174,682.44

Bookstore Sales:   35,396.00

Divine Ascent Press Sales:   22,701.75

Shipping:     9,241.98

Total Income: 351,482.33

Expenses:

Mortgage Payments:   47,448.70

Insurance 

(Buildings, liability, workman's comp):   26,641.99

Wages for employees:   32,553.20

Candle supplies (beeswax, etc.)   82,108.81

Business, Household, Other: 105,506.08

Total Expenses: 294,258.78

2025 Diocesan Assembly 14 Delegate Book 3



2025 Diocesan Assembly 15 Delegate Book 3



St. Barbara Orthodox Monastery 
15799 Santa Paula - Ojai Rd. 
Santa Paula, CA 93060-9516 

805-921-1563  sbmonastery@gmail.com 

Diocesan Report for 2024-2025 

     Thanks be to God, the life of our community continues in peace with (1) the daily round of prayer and liturgical 
services as well as (2) our usual work of mainly hospitality to pilgrims and others as well as (3) work to support ourselves 
by growing lavender and producing lavender products as well as producing coffins together with maintenance of this 
beautiful place the Lord has provided for our monastery in the mountains above Santa Paula.    

     The census of our community remains the same as last year:  three stavrophors, one ryassaphor, two novices and one 
“lay sister.”    

     We are grateful that His Eminence, Archbishop BENJAMIN, was able to make his two customary annual visits and 
celebrate with us both our Altar Feast of St. Barbara on December 4th and Lazarus Saturday. 

     Our priest, Fr. Jude Lepine, serves the Divine Liturgy in the monastery church of SS. Barbara and Eugene on Sundays 
and Great Feasts except during the summer months.  When there is no priest to celebrate the Divine Liturgy at the 
monastery the sisters travel to various area Orthodox churches.  Fr. Paul Waisanen continues to serve as the sisters’ 
confessor.  We are most grateful for his faithful and attentive pastoral care despite his own serious health issues.  

     The monastery receives many visitors.  Some come for “retreats” of anywhere from a day to a week or more.  Others 
come on short trips to attend services and visit with the sisters or simply to spend some time in the monastery 
environment.  Still others come to visit the graves of their reposed children in the monastery’s infant cemetery.  The 
number of such graves now exceeds fifty. 

     The monastery continues to host groups, usually from parish churches in our area, but occasionally from other 
organizations, which visit the monastery to learn about the Orthodox Faith and/or Orthodox monastic life in particular.  
Often these group visits are in the form of “workdays” intended to provide the monastic community with practical help, 
but include church services, a talk by one of the sisters, discussions, and a shared meal.  In the past year, for example, in 
addition to numerous parish groups, we also hosted a religious studies class from Cal-Poly in San Luis Obispo and a high 
school Christian Club from Lancaster. 

     Our monthly Friends’ Gatherings were interrupted starting in February, 2024, by a huge mudslide that blocked Ojai 
Rd. (i.e., State Highway 150) about five miles from the Monastery.  These Gatherings are slated to resume in August, 
2024, when the Highway is due to reopen.  The gatherings consist of a lecture, usually by one of the area clergy, with 
some time for discussion, followed by Vespers and a pot luck supper.  They routinely draw faithful from Orthodox 
churches as far away as San Diego and typically number around seventy-five to almost one hundred persons.  

     We continue to publish and send out our monthly Newsletter (first issued for Christmas, 2005, when the monastery 
relocated to Santa Paula).  The Newsletter is available on request as a hard copy or online.   

     A major activity once again this past year was operating a booth at the Camarillo Greek Festival, where the sisters 
offered Orthodox books and icons for sale as well as fresh lavender harvested from the monastery’s fields and lavender 
products made by the sisters. 

     All of this activity both serves to support our monastery in its life of prayer and provides us the opportunity to exercise 
the hospitality that is essential to traditional monastic life. We give thanks to God for His continued blessings on our small 
efforts to establish this monastic community to His glory. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Abbess Victoria 
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St. Barbara Orthodox Monastery 
15799 Santa Paula – Ojai Rd. 
Santa Paula, CA 93060-9516 

805-921-1563  sbmonastery@gmail.com 

Summary Financial Report 

8/1/24 – 5/1/25 

Balance Forward:  $ 112,249.34 

Total Income:        $ 178,248.07 
        $ 290,497.41 

     Total Expenses:     $ 260,667.12 
     Final Balance:       $   30,832.29 
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Holy Assumption Monastery, Calistoga – Annual Report for 2024-2025 

The community of Holy Assumption Monastery, under the direction of Abbess Melania, currently 
consists of eight stavrophor nuns, one ryassaphor, one novice, and two laywomen. The sisterhood 
maintains its daily schedule of Matins, Sixth Hour (with Panakhida), Vespers and Compline, all of which 
are open to the public.   

A small community of Orthodox faithful gather at the monastery on Sundays for Divine Liturgy, as the 
other closest parishes (St. Seraphim, Santa Rosa; St. Timothy, Fairfield) are a significant drive for anyone 
in Upper Napa Valley.  Even though we're still having some trouble finding priests for Sunday Divine 
Liturgies, we've had to cancel fewer services than last year.  As always, we are deeply grateful for all the 
clergy who have given of their time and love to celebrate the Divine Liturgy here. 

Property development and improvement continues to be a prominent feature of the monastery’s current 
phase of life. We are still on track to pay back the construction of the new St. Nicholas House when it 
comes due in February 2028.  We have completed extensive repairs on St Barbara House, which is already 
in use for housing pilgrims and visiting clergy.  We also made extensive repairs on St Juliana House, a 
small cottage currently housing one of the sisters.   

Donations remain the primary source of our finances, while our bookstore, winery, and coffin sales 
continue to be significant contributors.  Mother Melania continues to teach Christian education classes 
with the Classical Resource Learning Center, along with giving live retreats at the monastery and at 
churches throughout the United States – and even a few in western Canada. Although the monastery’s 
books are not always in the black, we do have resources put aside for months when income is low or 
unexpected expenditures are necessary. Considering the uncertain economic times, we are deeply grateful 
to God and to the support of our friends that we are doing as well as we are.  

The overall health of the community is good. Our relationship with our Calistoga neighbors and the larger 
Orthodox community continues to be a great blessing to us. We remain thankful for all God’s blessings!  
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Holy Assumption Monastery
Profit and Loss 

August 2023 - July 2024 

TOTAL 

Income 
41100 Unrestricted Tithes/Offerings 198,571.52
41200 In-Kind Income 4,314.91 
41300 Honorarium 5,850.00 
41400 Royalty Income 2,434.84 
41500 - COW Disbursement 8,000.00 
41800 Building Fund 256,015.39 
41900 Other Designated Donations 
41910 Designated Charitable Contribut 2,001.83
41920 Candle Offerings -42.00

41950 Donations for Meals/Food -6.00

41970 Non-HAM Benefit 12,100.00 
Total 41900 Other Designated Donations 14,053.83 
48100 Religious Bookstore Items 52,014.91 
48200 Unrelated Bookstore Items 58,938.76 
49600 Interest Income 3.13 
49800 Product Sales 0.00 
49900 Uncategorized -refunds/other 3,549.29 
56320 Benefactory/Bookstore Shipping 5,749.16 

Total Income $609,495.74 
Cost of Goods Sold 

50000 Cost of Goods Sold 2,355.24
58100 Religious Bookstore Merchandise 33,222.87 
58200 Unrelated Bookstore Merchandise 26,158.97 

Total Cost of Goods Sold $61,737.08 
GROSS PROFIT $547,758.66 
Expenses 

11000 Cash/ATM Withdrawal -53.99
11102 Expense Transfer 1,492.85 
11300 In Kind Expense 4,314.91 
435123 Bank Fees 4,503.39 
48000 Sisterhood Clothing/Shoes/Misc 6,924.29 
49200 Publishing/Storytelling Program 1,863.40 
58300 Use Tax Expense 70.23 
60000 Advertising and Promotion 5,543.19 
61400 Charitable Contributions 34,335.53 
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Holy Assumption Monastery
Profit and Loss 

August 2023 - July 2024 
61402 Non-HAM Benefit Disbursements 1,360.00 

Total 61400 Charitable Contributions 35,695.53 
61410 Gifts (to friends) 7,501.20 
61500 Prosphora/candle purchases 281.00 
62500 Dues and Subscriptions 1,824.77 

TOTAL 

62700 Liturgical Supplies 142.93 
62710 Candles 1,379.00 
62720 Incense & Coal 334.81 
62730 Liturgical Music & Books 470.74 
62760 Chapel Flowers 413.83 
62770 Icons & Pictures 549.19 

Total 62700 Liturgical Supplies 3,290.50 
62800 Monastery Property & Equipment 1,243.51 
62801 Caskets 1,836.99 
62810 Repairs and Maintenance 17,458.47 
62820 Landscaping & Garden Expenses 7,441.98 
62830 Major Appliances -107.75

62850 Icons 1,225.21

62860 Property Development 94,874.82 
62870 Property Insurance 6,927.67 
62880 Property Taxes 201.76 
62890 Utilities 62891 
Water, Sewer 16,546.46
62892 Gas & Electric 25,873.45 
62893 Trash Disposal 2,513.64 

Total 62890 Utilities 44,933.55 
67800 Small Tools and Equipment 1,888.02 

Total 62800 Monastery Property & Equipment 177,924.23 
64700 Groceries & Household Goods 43,121.27 
64702 Fabric and Crafts 356.12 
64703 Appliances 1,327.77 
64705 Event Costs 5,355.37 

Total 64700 Groceries & Household Goods 50,160.53 
64800 Miscellaneous 5,297.31 
65000 Operations 
65020 Postage and Delivery 7,076.45
65030 Printing and Reproduction 1,890.09 
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Holy Assumption Monastery
Profit and Loss 

August 2023 - July 2024 
65040 Office Supplies 921.08 
65050 Telephone 2,371.69 
65060 Bank Service Charges 4.40 
65070 Computer and Internet Expenses 10,809.54 

Total 65000 Operations 23,073.25 
65100 Other Expense 86.85 
65130 Interest Expense 18,781.64 
65140 Pet Care 7,826.47 
65160 Guest Lodging 1,200.00 

Total 65100 Other Expense 27,894.96 

TOTAL 

65200 Outside Services 
65080 Professional Fees 5,604.75

Total 65200 Outside Services 5,604.75 
66700 Priest Stipend 6,295.00 
66901 *Reconciliation Discrepancies -0.48

67100 Rent Expense 13,200.00 
68320 Travel 1,858.47 
68321 Automobile Insurance 3,496.43 
68322 Auto Repair & Maintenance 4,631.54 
68323 Auto License Renewal 267.00 
68324 Gasoline & tolls 9,761.45 
68325 Bus/Train/Cab Transportation 2,205.45 
68326 Lodging 684.54 
68327 Meals 6,140.57 
68328 Parking 198.38 
68329 Loan Payment 507.00 
68330 Entrance Fees 253.00 
68331 Auto Misc 6,325.92 

Total 68320 Travel 36,329.75 
69000 Education 3,307.75 
70000 Heathcare 84.20 
70200 Doctor Fees & Copays 4,094.80 
70300 Rx and Other Medicines 6,442.19 

Total 70000 Heathcare 10,621.19 
Total Expenses $432,959.51 
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Holy Assumption Monastery
Profit and Loss 

August 2023 - July 2024 
NET OPERATING INCOME $114,799.15 
Other Income 

41000 Capital Gains/Losses -1.26
Total Other Income $ -1.26 
Other Expenses 

66800 Government Taxes & Fees 912.00 
66820 Other Government Fees 3,600.00 

Total 66800 Government Taxes & Fees 4,512.00 
Reconciliation Discrepancies-1 0.54 

Total Other Expenses $4,512.54 
NET OTHER INCOME $ -4,513.80 
NET INCOME $110,285.35 
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The Orthodox Monastery of St. John the Baptist 

stjohnthebaptistaz.org | sjb.brotherhood@gmail.com | (520) 200-7322 

 

Diocesan Report for 2024–2025 

 

​ With thanksgiving to God, we respectfully submit this report regarding the past year of 

life in our monastery for the 2025 diocesan assembly. By God’s mercy and grace our monastery 

has been blessed during the past year. We were able to continue our daily cycle of services 

including the Midnight Office, Matins, or 3rd Hour, 6th Hour, & Typica, on Monday–Thursday; 

Vespers or Compline on Sunday–Thursday; Vigil Saturday; and Divine Liturgy on Sundays and 

feast days. We continue to pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s creation so that 

heavenly peace and joy will flourish in our midst. 

We continue to sell a wide selection of icons, prayer ropes, crosses, and other items 

primarily through online channels to bring income and bless our customers. In the past year we 

were blessed to have one of our monks ordained to the priesthood by His Beatitude. 

Our monastery currently consists of twelve monks: Abbot Macarius, Monk Gabriel, 

Monk Paul, Monk Moses, Hierodeacon Cyril, Hieromonk Stephen, Hieromonk Raphael, Monk 

Emmanuel, Monk Maykel, Monk Youssef, Monk David, and Monk Michael. 

In the coming year we look forward to continuing our witness to the world through 

prayer, receiving visitors, and sanctifying our lives for the glory of God.  

 

Summary Financial Report: 

​ Balance forward: $561,574 

Income: $484,468 

Expenses: $682,400 

Final balance: $363,642 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Hieromonk Raphael 
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DIOCESAN PARISH GROWTH OVER FIVE YEARS 
Compiled and Revised 4 July 2025  

Theodora Blom 

All membership numbers were taken from the respective Delegate Report Books. Number used 
are taken from the “Adult Parishioners” column. 

DIOCESE OF THE WEST 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN DEANERY 

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Diocesan Membership 4195 4058 4031 4602 5208

LOCATION 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Billings, MT 67 110 102 97 105

Bozeman, MT 162 111 122 129 138

Calhan, CO 111 115 115 120 122

Colorado Springs, CO 145 130 147 175 187

Delta, CO 61 80 78 79 85

Denver, CO 56 63 64 65 85

Littleton, CO 70 40 33 73 95

Pueblo, CO 29 34 36 40 48

TOTAL 701 683 697 778 865
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DESERT DEANERY 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST DEANERY 

LOCATION 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Carlsbad, CA 80 66 78 85 90

Las Vegas, NV 189 193 180 182 210

Phoenix, AZ 180 150 79 94

Poway, CA 95 121 124 127

San Diego, CA 24 20 22 25 28

TOTAL 568 429 401 495 549

LOCATION 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Corvallis, OR 155 156 158 144 123

Kirkland, WA 145 80 87 99 108

Port Townsend, WA 127 137 112 123

Portland, OR 90 95 131 137 140

Poulsbo, WA 95 112 110 95 107

Seattle, WA 89 70 76 64 77

Tacoma, WA 100 130 133 140 150

Vancouver, WA 57 55 54 68 65

TOTAL 801 780 695 791 893

2025 Diocesan Assembly 25 Delegate Book 3



MISSION DISTRICT DEANERY 

LOCATION 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Aberdeen, WA 11

Ashland, OR 110 78 75 87 99

Astoria, OR 17 27 32 46 44

Atwater, CA 30 30 30 34 36

Bend, OR 41 55 80 79 85

Chico, CA 73 81 85

Grand Junction, CO NR 31 30 51 51

Great Falls, MT 17 25 45

Helena, MT 34 11 14 20 22

Hesperia, CA 56 29 35 46

Hilo, HI 14 14 14 14 21

Kona, HI 20 22 24 30 30

Marina Del Rey, CA 125 100 110 120 130

Marysville, CA 23 18 24 26 28

Milwaukie, OR 236 275 289 295 320

Newport, OR 12 14 16 14 14

Parker, CO 16 26 30 29 41

Sonora, CA 31 27 33 51 51

Spokane, WA 25 35 29 40 51

Tempe, AZ 77 64 68 63 86

TOTAL 957 908 927 1059 1285
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PACIFIC SOUTHWEST DEANERY 

LOCATION 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Berkeley, CA 36 40 57 58 58

Concord, CA 61 56 62 74 122

Eureka, CA 40 40 42 45 56

Fremont, CA 57 61 62 76 71

Menlo Park, CA 102 106 110 138 120

Pleasanton, CA 67 67 63 70 58

Sacramento, CA 124 119 127 124 130

San Anselmo, CA 80 80 75 80 80

San Francisco, CA 
(CSC)

79 79 79 86 96

San Francisco, CA 
(HTC)

110 100 101 98 137

Santa Rosa, CA 142 142 175 150 142

Saratoga, CA 20 35 73 122

West Sacramento, CA 70 63 63 65 60

Total 988 988 1016 1137 1252

LOCATION 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Los Angeles, CA 98 124 132 176 200

Oxnard, CA 34 21 22 23 27

Santa Barbara, CA 19 8 12 14 14

Santa Maria, CA 56 56 68 68 73

Tarzana, CA 63 61 61 61 50

TOTAL 270 270 295 342 364

PACIFIC CENTRAL DEANERY  
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 2024 Parishioner Support of Parish Operations

Parish Financial Life -  Based on Parish  Eligible Income derived from Percentage Assessment Computation
Per Capita Support - financial support of parish operations by an individual parishioner 

City/State Parish

Adult 
Parishioners 
Reported 2024

2024 Eligible 
Income

Per Capita 
Support 2024

Billings, MT St. Nicholas of South Canaan Church 105 $208,819.00 $1,989
Bozeman, MT St. Anthony the Great Orthodox Church 138 $212,052.00 $1,537
Calhan, CO St. Mary Holy Dormition Church 122 $0.00 $0
Colorado Springs, CO SS Constantine and Helen Church 187 $570,235.00 $3,049
Delta, CO St. Andrew the Apostle Church 85 $115,906.00 $1,364
Denver, CO Transfiguration of Christ Cathedral 85 $142,432.00 $1,676
Littleton, CO St. Herman of Alaska Church 95 $132,254.00 $1,392
Pueblo, CO St. Michael Orthodox Church 48 $68,169.00 $1,420

Rocky Mountain Deanery 865 $1,449,867.00 $12,426.35

Berkeley, CA St. John the Baptist Church 58 $0
Concord, CA St. Michael the Archangel Church 122 $0.00 $0
Eureka, CA St. Innocent Orthodox Church 56 $61,916.00 $1,106
Fremont, CA St. Christina of Tyre Orthodox Church 71 $216,288.00 $3,046
Menlo Park, CA Nativity of the Holy Virgin Church 120 $197,027.00 $1,642
Pleasanton, CA St. Innocent Orthodox Church 58 $164,202.00 $2,831
Sacramento, CA Elevation of the Holy Cross Church 130 $239,377.00 $1,841
San Anselmo, CA St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 80 $212,716.00 $2,659
San Francisco, CA Christ the Savior Orthodox Church 96 $162,978.00 $1,698
San Francisco, CA Holy Trinity Cathedral 137 $364,917.00 $2,664
Santa Rosa, CA Protection of the Holy Virgin/St Seraphim of Sorov 142 $0.00 $0
Saratoga, CA St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 122 $110,890.00 $909
West Sacramento, CA Holy Myrhhbearing Women Church 60 $104,000.00 $1,733

Pacific Central Deanery 1252 $1,834,311.00 $20,129

Corvallis, OR St. Anne Orthodox Church 123 $257,622.00 $2,094
Kirkland, WA St. Katherine Orthodox Mission 108 $422,515.00 $3,912
Port Townsend, WA St Herman of Alaska Church 123 $277,608.00 $2,257
Portland, OR St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 140 $204,181.00 $1,458
Poulsbo, WA New Martyr Elizabeth Mission 107 $232,205.00 $2,170
Seattle, WA St. Spiridon Cathedral 77 $265,286.00 $3,445
Tacoma, WA Holy Trinity-Holy Resurrection Church 150 $510,363.00 $3,402
Vancouver, WA Holy Apostles Church 65 $107,407.00 $1,652

Pacific Northwest Deanery 893 $2,277,187.00 $20,392.32
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Los Angeles, CA Holy Virgin Mary Cathedral 200 $391,021.00 $1,955
Oxnard, CA St. Herman Orthodox Church 27 $57,303.00 $2,122
Santa Barbara, CA St. Vladimir Orthodox Church 14 $0.00 $0.00
Santa Maria, CA Orthodox Church of the Annunciation 73 $176,813.00 $2,422
Tarzana, CA St. Innocent Orthodox Church 50 $0.00 $0

Pacific Southwest Deanery 364 $625,137.00 $6,500

Ashland, OR Archangel Gabriel Mission 99 $224,001.00 $2,263
Astoria, OR St. Brendan the Navigator 44 $59,654.00 $1,356
Atwater, CA St. Mary Magdalen Mission 36 $92,047.00 $2,557
Bend, OR St Jacob of Alaska Mission 85 $110,342.00 $1,298.14
Chico, CA SS Cyril and Methodius Mission 85 $121,109.00 $0
Grand Junction, CO Holy Wisdom Mission 51 $0.00 $0
Great Falls, MT St. Mark the Evangelist 45 $0.00 $0.00
Helena, MT St. Moses the Strong Mission 22 $0.00 $0.00
Hesperia, CA St. George the Great Martyr Church 46 $77,684.00 $1,689
Hilo, HI Holy Ascension Chapel 21 $45,555.00 $2,169
Kona, HI St. Juvenaly Orthodox Mission 30 $0.00 $0
Marina Del Rey, CA Joy of All Who Sorrow Mission 130 $226,864.00 $1,745
Marysville, CA St. Silouan the Athonite 28 $0.00 $0.00
Milwaukie, OR Church of the Annunciation 320 $373,805.00 $1,168
Newport, OR St. Patrick Orthodox Mission 14 $22,350.00 $1,596.43
Parker, CO St. Tikhon, Enlightener of North America, Mission 41 $116,129.00 $2,832
Sonora, CA St. Susanna Orthodox Mission 51 $97,310.00 $1,908
Spokane, WA St. Luke the Evangelist 51 $0.00 $0.00
Tempe, AZ St. John the Evangelist Orthodox Mission 86 $243,178.00 $2,828

Mission Deanery 1285 $1,810,028.00 $23,409

Carlsbad, CA St Katherine of Alexandria Orthodox Mission 90 $363,124.00 $4,035
Las Vegas, NV St. Paul the Apostle Church 210 $262,828.00 $1,252
Phoenix, AZ SS Peter and Paul Church 94 $242,405.00 $2,579
Poway, CA St. John of Damascus Church 127 $245,718.00 $1,935
San Diego, CA St. Nicholas Church 28 $53,182.00 $1,899

Desert Deanery 549 $1,167,257.00 $11,699.19

Diocesan Total 5208 $9,163,787.00 $1,760
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Synaxis of the Theotokos Corporation 
St Peter the Aleut Corporation 

The Diocese manages two separate non-diocesan corporations. They consist of assets that 
belonged to two closed diocesan parishes.  They have property that must be managed and used 
for religious purposes. They have their own boards of directors under the purview of His 
Eminence, Archbishop Benjamin. 

The property associated with the Synaxis of the Theotokos is in San Francisco, CA.  The two-
story house is currently occupied by Fr. Vasily. As this corporation has no income and is wholly 
supported by the Diocese, we closed the checking and savings accounts that were in the name of 
the corporation and all expenses are now reported in the general diocesan financial statements.  

The property associated with St Peter the Aleut is in Lake Havasu, Arizona.  The property is 
being rented to a Protestant organization for worship. We are currently in the process of 
appraising the property for sale. The financial statements for this corporation are attached below.
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Diocese of the West, OCA
St. Peter Fund Balance Sheet

as of 06/30/2025

Account Number Account Name Amount
Assets
St. Peter the Aleut Cash and Cash
Equivalents
20100 St. Peter Checking Account $55,134.41
20150 St. Peter Savings Account $80,849.12

Total St. Peter the Aleut Cash and Cash Equivalents $135,983.53

Total Assets $135,983.53

Liabilities

Total Liabilities $0.00

Equity
Fund Balance
3007 St. Peter the Aleut Fund Balance $135,983.53

Total Fund Balance $135,983.53

Total Equity $135,983.53

Total Liabilities + Total Equity $135,983.53
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Diocese of the West, OCA
St. Peter Fund P&L

for the period of 01/01/2025 to 06/30/2025

Account Number Account Name St. Peter the Aleut
Income
St. Peter Income
41110 Savings Interest $4.01
41120 Rent Income $6,000.00

Total St. Peter Income $6,004.01

Total Income $6,004.01

Expense
St. Peter Expenses
61120 Property & Liability Insurance $3,149.00
61150 Annual Subscription & Fees $10.00
61160 Property Maintenance & Repair $523.00

Total St. Peter Expenses $3,682.00

Total Expense $3,682.00

Net Income (Loss) $2,322.01

Summary
Beginning Fund Balance $133,661.52

+ Other Fund Balance Movements $0.00

+ Net Income / (Loss) $2,322.01

= Ending Fund Balance $135,983.53
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Report on the Home of Mercy 
Santa Rosa, CA 

June 4, 2025 

Thanks be to God, as most of you know, our board of the Home of Mercy was 
able—in partnership with the Diocese—to acquire a 2.5 acre property a few years back, 
directly next door to the Protection of the Holy Virgin/St. Seraphim Parish in Santa 
Rosa.  

The task of the Home of Mercy (HOM), beginning in 1936, was historically to 
provide a place—in San Francisco—for retired clergy and clergy wives. That history has 
been described in previous reports.

At the present time, Archbishop Benjamin and his father are living in the house, 
along with a parish member who is there helping out. The barn is currently being used as 
storage, but we have plans for a workshop in the lower section. The upstairs of the barn 
is currently empty and we are discussing how it might be best used.  

Thanks to the determined efforts of Fr. Damian Kuolt (retiring to Santa Rosa) 
plans are well underway for an ADU (Accessory Dwelling Unit, in this case, a 
manufactured home) to be set up on the back part of the property. Permits for that and 
for upgraded infrastructure have been approved by Sonoma County (increasing 
electrical, septic and well capacity, primarily). We have hopes for at least one more ADU 
to be set up, in due time. I am also hoping to build a small chapel next to the main house.  

Report submitted by, 

Archpriest Lawrence Margitich 
Member of  the Board, Home of  Mercy 
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Home of Mercy Financials as of May 2025

2022 2023 2024 2025
Rental Income 38,080 39,600 32,255 15,000

Expenses:
DOW Loan repayment 12,000 11,000 8,000
Maintenance/Repairs 10,778 7,660 4,345 185
Landscaping 450 1,890 3,875 2,140
Management 5,057 3,168 3,067 960
Insurance 1,539 2,827 4,003 1,384
Property Tax 10,373 11,750 35,634
Professional costs to develop site 15,775 15,999
Solar power system 21,100
Bathtub/Shower conversion 12,527 700
Cleaning 960
Septic system costs 1,290
Replace stolen kitchen equipment 13,528
Prior tenant deposit and 
management reserve 5,091
Misc costs 311
Expense Total 53,725 38,606 115,666 21,368

NET INCOME (15,645.3) 993.7 (83,411.5) (6,368.3)
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Diocesan Point Person to the Clergy Wives Ministry
Annual Report to the Diocese of the West 2025

Submitted by Protinica Elizabeth Powell

General Overview

The Clergy Wives Ministry has flourished over the last year with productive changes under the
auspices of the Office of Pastoral Life, including a new logo, new website, new social media
platforms, and exciting plans for a future in-person clergy wives retreat. The highlight of the year
will certainly be our gathering together at the All American Council and the glorification of
Matushka Olga. It is with a grateful heart that we were able to raise over $18,000 to fund the
reliquary that will encase St. Olga. The clergy wives of the Diocese of the West came together
for a luncheon at our Diocesan Assembly in October in Milwaukie, OR and had the blessing of
being joined by both His Eminence Archbishop Benjamin and His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon.
We then gathered for our annual retreat at the Monastery of St. John in Manton in November. At
this retreat we studied the art of prayer using the book Ask, and It Shall be Given You by Father
Zacharias Zacharou. We look forward to these same blessings in the coming year. 

Diocesan Highlights
Diocesan Assembly luncheon
Retreat at the Monastery of St.
John in Manton, CA
Thriving in Ministry groups
Deanery gatherings
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Quarterly online retreats 
Quarterly newsletters with Spanish
newsletters in production
Growing directory
OCA-wide prayer list
Point person for each diocese

National Highlights
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