The Diocese of the West
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THE RIGHT REVEREND VASILY
BISHOP OF SAN FRANCISCO AND THE WEST

October 23, 2025
Holy Apostle James, Brothet of Our Lord

Nr. 10/4
OFFICIAL DECREE

Whereas the Missionary District has been an effective tool in furthering the planting of missions
throughout the Diocese of the West, especially at a crossroads in the Diocese’s history and growth;
and

Whereas the growth in the number and geographic divetsity of our missions has resulted in the
authentic desire to work closely with neighboring communities; and

Whereas our Diocese 1s fully committed to functioning as a missionary diocese consistent with our
identity as the Orthodox Church in these Western United States and the direction of our Lord Jesus
Christ;

I have decided, effective this date, with the full support of my deans and the Diocesan Council, to
incorporate all of our missions into the appropriate geographic deaneries and to reinvigorate the
Missions Board of our Diocese to fully support our existing missions and to plant new missions.

Priest Peter Runyon is appointed Missions Director and chairman of the Missions Board.
Archpriest Matthew Tate and Peter Schwalbenberg are appointed members of the Board along with
the district deans, ex officio. Additional members will be identified in due time.
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The mission patishes and mission stations of our Diocese are moved into the following Deaneries:

Pacific Southwest Deanery

St George the Great Martyr Church, Hesperia CA

St. John the Evangelist Mission, Mesa AZ

Mission of “Joy of All Who Sorrow”, Marina Del Rey CA
St. Herman Church, Oxnard CA

St. Vladimir Church, Santa Barbara CA

Pacific Central Deanery

Holy Ascension Mission, Honomu HI

Ss. Cyril and Methodius Mission, Chico CA

St. Juvenaly Mission, Kailua-Kona HI

St. Mary Magdalene Mission, Atwatet CA

St. Silouan Mission, Marysville CA

St. Susanna Mission, Sonora CA

St. Thomas the Apostle Mission, Pleasant Hill CA

Pacific Northwest Deanery

Archangel Gabriel Mission, Phoenix OR

Church of the Annunciation, Milwaukie OR

St. Sophrony of Essex Mission, Sequim WA

St. Brendan the Navigator Mission, Astoria OR

St. Jacob of Alaska Mission, Bend OR

St. Luke Church, Chattaroy WA

St. Matthew the Evangelist Mission, Vancouver WA
St. Patrick Mission, Newport OR

Rocky Mountain Deanery

Mission of the Holy Wisdom, Grand Junction CO
Montrose Mission, Montrose CO
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Rocky Mountain Deanery (continued

St. Mark the Evangelist Mission, Great Falls MT
St. Moses the Strong Mission, Helena MT
St. Patriarch Tikhon Mission, Parker CO

I express my archpastoral gratitude to all of the pastors and faithful of our missions and assure them
of my constant prayer and unceasing support as we all seek, together, to “make disciples of all the
nations” teaching and observing all that the Lord has commanded us.
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Bishop of San Francisco and the West

Cc:

V. Rev. Alessandro Margheritino, Chancellor OCA
V. Rev. Kitrill Sokolov, Chancellor DOW
Diocesan Council

Diocesan Clergy

DOW Chancery
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