DIOCESE OF THE WEST
Minutes of the 2025 Diocesan Assembly

Arizona Grand Resort and Spa, Phoenix, AZ
July 18, 2025

Metropolitan TIKHON opened the Diocesan Assembly at 1:03 PM and served the
Opening Molieben.

Assembly Welcome
Diocesan Chancellor Archpriest Kirill Sokolov welcomed all to the Assembly and
thanked His Beatitude for being here as locum tenens.

Appointment of Assembly Officers and Secretariat
Clergy Vice-Chairs: Archimandrite Vasily (Permiakov) and Archpriest Kirill Sokolov
Secretariat: Priest Andrew Smith, Ms. Katie Huff

ACCEPTED UNANIMOUSLY by Acclamation
Minutes of the 2024 Diocesan Assembly: Received as submitted
Address of His Beatitude, Metropolitan TIKHON (Posted on the Diocesan website)

His Beatitude stated that it is good to be here. Fr. Kirill has been urging
Metropolitan Tikhon to visit the Diocese more often; so now it can be said that he’s
done that (laughter). There is not much to say at this point but to offer gratitude to
His Eminence Archbishop Benjamin for his service to the Diocese for these many
years. He is not here today but the Metropolitan knows we all keep him in our
prayers whether he is the Diocesan Hierarch or not.

His Beatitude congratulated Bishop-Elect Archimandrite Vasily. We look forward to
the wonderful events of his consecration, scheduled for August 15-17.

As locum tenens, the Metropolitan acts in that capacity in the strict sense of the
term: he is “holding the place.” He will be overseeing the life of the Diocese for now,
but the canonical responsibility is just to “hold place” until the new bishop is
elected. Bishop-Elect Archimandrite Vasily will serve as administrator of the
Diocese while His Beatitude is locum tenens. In general, no major decisions or
actions should take place during a locum tenency. In cases of long terms vacancies,
the Holy Synod has granted locum tenens more extended authority. Locum tenency
should not last more than three months. When this is not the case, the life of a
Diocese needs to continue. The Bishop-Elect, in collaboration with Fr. Kirill and the
existing Diocesan structure will be doing the work on the ground.

His Beatitude is looking forward to being locum tenens for these three short weeks.
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Priest Edward Henderson asked if the commemoration for Archimandrite Vasily for
the next three weeks could be translated into Slavonic for the Slavic parishes. His
Beatitude said that could be done.

Priest Davede Thompson asked who clergy should contact about travel blessings in
the meantime?

Archpriest Kirill advised that requests should be forwarded to the Bishop-Elect
(frvasily@dowoca.org) and that the Chancellor and Dean should be carbon copied
on these communications.

Address of Bishop-Elect Very Reverend Archimandrite Vasily (Permiakov)

Fr. Vasily opened his address by saying it is a great undeserved privilege to stand
before you as bishop-elect and to address the Diocesan Assembly for the first time.
What really can he say other than offer tremendous gratitude for the Diocese’s
trust. There are no words to fully describe this gratitude to the people of this
Diocese for the nomination to this high calling as its head servant, its bishop. He is
overjoyed that by the Grace of God he will have the privilege of working with the
faithful of the Diocese to do the work of God in this land. He is grateful to His
Beatitude and the Holy Synod who, after careful vetting and discernment, chose
him, unworthy though he is, of reception of hierarchical grace. He expressed
gratitude to the Diocesan Council and to the Nomination Committee. It was a
careful process of discernment on the part of the Diocese that led to this
nomination. There was much discernment on his part as well to determine if he is
called to this high office. He believes the Lord has spoken through His Church,
through His bishops, through His priests. The only thing we can do when the Lord
calls is to respond. This response comes with much learning and with much
humility. Without humility it will not bear fruit. He is humbled to visit many places
in this Diocese, to see the work the Lord has done in this Diocese. He has seen
priests, deacons, and laypeople celebrating the liturgical services beautifully and in
proper order. This fills himn with hope and with joy. He has seen, and been told,
about growing parishes and their numbers of catechumens and inquirers. it is a
privilege for him to join us in this work and to lead us in this work to do the work of
God.

Fr. Vasily expressed special gratitude to His Eminence Archbishop Benjamin, who
led this Diocese for 21 years. He is grateful for his trust and constant support
through the discernment process. The beauty of this Diocese and its work is a most
eloquent testimony to the work of His Eminence.

Now we are coming to a different adventure. We are all together on this adventure.
There is much learning to be done on his part and he asks our forgiveness in
advance for any mistakes that may come through this learning process.
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In scholasticism one must process much information quickly, so he has hope that
this skill translates to his new duties and that he can quickly overcome the learning
~curve.

For the time being until the consecration, he is appointed administrator of this
Diocese, answerable to His Beatitude. He intends to fulfill his work through
collaboration with Diocesan Chancellor Fr. Kirill and the priests, deans, and
diocesan officers of this Diocese. It is his intention to keep as much continuity as
possible during this time of transition. If we need to contact himn, he asks we please
do so by email. A good student asks advice of other people. A good student does not
need to have all the answers right away.

The administrative structure of our Church envisions that bishops exercise
authority with the assistance of, and in collaboration with, diocesan structures and
the people of the Diocese. This is a synergetic work. The work of leading people to
salvation, who is Christ, is not done alone, but through the synergy between a
bishop and the people. The nature of power in the Church is not like the power and
authority of any other earthly organization. Fr. Nicholas Afanasiev defines the
nature or power in the Church as the power of love. A power which is ultimately
the selfless offering of love to Christ and to each other. We are not just an
institution, organization, or body of people. We are a liturgical body, a Eucharistic
body. We are the Church: gathered around the bishop, united by the sacraments, by
the gathering of people who love Christ in listeningto His word. It is written in the
Book of Sirach, “Trust in the Lord and He will help you. Make your ways straight
and hope in Him... The lord is compassionate and merciful” (Sirach 2:6, 11). The work
we are doing is not self-glorification. It is done for Christ and through Christ Who
is in us. Let us put our hope in Him. If we do this, He will help us and rescue us
when we fail and help when we are desperate. He will be our Light and our Savior.
He thanked the Assembly Delegates again for their trust and expressed he is so
much looking forward to working with everyone.

The Assembly offered a standing ovation.
Chancellor’s Report ~ Archpriest Kirill Sokolov (Posted on the Diocesan website)

Fr. Kirill opened with a quote from 1 Corinthians 4:7: “What do we have that we have
not received?” St. Cyprian of Carthage states that “we boast in nothing because
nothing is our own.”

He is grateful for the Tradition we have received and the pious energy we have
received to do the work of our Diocese. Human organizations go through
transitions and change. Sometimes it goes well and sometimes it does not. We are
filled with mixed emotions on the retirement of Archbishop Benjamin and the
election of Fr. Vasily, and he is grateful to His Beatitude for all his support and
facilitating the transition with Bishop-Elect Vasily during this time.
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The backdrop of this change is the Tradition of our Church. His Beatitude has
shown particular thought in the lead up to Archbishop Benjamin’s retirement this
past Tuesday. He thanked His Beatitude for his care for the Diocese. He hoped all
the delegates will be able to come to the consecration on August 16.

Archbishop Benjamin maintained a rigorous parish visitation schedule up until his
retirement. Therefore, there are many assignments, transitions, ordinations, and
events to report on:

Deacon Kakhaber Chkheidze was ordained and serves at St. Michael the
Archangel Church in Concord, CA.

Deacons Gregory Hanson and Gregory Patrick Austin were ordained and
serve at St. Innocent Church in Pleasanton, CA.

Deacon Aaron Wilkerson was ordained and serves at St. Seraphim Cathedral
in Santa Rosa, CA.

The Diocese has robust participation in the Diaconal Vocations Program
(DVP),

St. Sophia Mission in Aberdeen, WA was dissolved.

St. Thomas the Apostle Mission in Pleasant Hill, CA, a Slavonic mission, was
established.

Priest Josef Candelario was assigned to St. Herman of Alaska Church in Port
Townsend, WA.

Priest Nicholas Johnson was assigned to St. Herman Church in Littleton, CO.
Archpriest Damian Kuolt retired. _

Hieromonk Stephen (Guirguis) and Hierodeacon Cyril (Hanna) returned to St.
John the Baptist Monastery in Phoenix, AZ after graduation from St.
Vladimir's Seminary.

St. Matthew the Evangelist Mission was established in East Vancouver, WA (a
Slavonic mission led by Priest Sergey Kakorin).

Archpriest Constantine Katsilas was received in retirement and attached to
St. Nicholas of S. Canaan Church in Billings, MT.

Priest George Khristich was assigned to St. Mary’s Holy Dormition Church in
Cathan, CO.

Archpriest Lawrence Russell retired, effective July 15 (The Assembly
recognized Fr. Lawrence’s many decades of contributions with applause).
Priest Justin Taylor was assigned to Holy Annunciation Church in Santa
Maria, CA.

Priest Davede Thompson was assigned to St. Susanna Mission in Sonora, CA.
Priest Daniel York was assigned to St. Seraphim Cathedral in Santa Rosa, CA
as associate priest.

His Eminence consecrated St. John the Baptist Church in Colorado Springs,
CO in February.

Holy Myrrh-Bearing Women Church, West Sacramento, CA was consecrated
after reconstruction in May.
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The Diocese was blessed by the service of Subdeacon Leonid Bulannikov as aide to
Archbishop Benjamin. He is no longer an employee of the Diocese, but we honor his
efforts. (The Assembly Delegates applauded).

Since last year's Assembly, Matushka Eleanor Margitich fell asleep in the Lord (His
Beatitude blessed Protodeacon David Greenfield to intone “Memory Eternal”).

We keep in prayer Archpriest Matthew Tate who, glory to God, has enjoyed good
health news so far.

Commenting on the Thriving Parishes Project, Fr. Kirill noted how amazing
everything the Diocese is doing growing vocations and challenging itself to try new
things. This process unfolds over time - but we are at a moment to evaluate and
take stock. Thanks go to Priest Andrew Smith, Brittany Yeager, and the
participating parishes. He is glad we are doing this. We will have about 100 people
at the practicum in Santa Rosa in two weeks’ time. We are working hard in this
Diocese.

The Chancellor promoted the October 4 joint-celebration (OCA and ROCOR) of the
100™ anniversary of the Fort Ross Pilgrimage. This is the longest continuous site
pilgrimage on our continent, the first place where the Divine Liturgy was served in
the lower 48 states. The celebrant of some of those services was St. Innocent
himself. This is a good excuse to have a.sort of “Orthodox rally,” a way to be the
Church, to be together, to express appreciation for last the 100 years, and a way to
offer ourselves to the Lord to say we are ready for the next 100,

Thanks also go to Vocations Director Archpriest Barnabas Powell. Fr. Kirill
expressed appreciation for the team spirit of the administration team and looks
forward to coalescing around a new Archpastor.

He thanked the Deans. The Diocese has 62 parishes and 9 monasteries. The Deans
make it possible to support as many people as possible. He also thanked the
Advisory Council and members of the Diocesan Council.

If Delegates or faithful want to hear more about the work of the Diocese, they may
review the past years’ worth of Diocesan Council meeting minutes that are posted
on the website (dowoca.org).

Fr. Kirill went to seminary with Fr. Vasily and is very excited to work with him, We
are ready to serve with him and love him and be with him around the altar. We have
a lot to do as a Church. Today’s Gospel reading stated that “the kingdom of heaven
is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field” (Matthew 13:44-54). Hopefully we
have the zeal to really seek the Kingdom of Heaven and treat it like a treasure.

Treasurer’s Report - Matushka Theodora Blom (Fiﬁancial Reports can be found on the
Diocesan website)
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The treasurer’s office is here to serve our parishes in any way that it can. Matushka
Theodora has had many conversations with rectors and treasurers. The Diocesan
Office, from a financial position, is here to serve and support. It wants parishes to
keep as much of their money as possible -- that is why a remittance form is filled
out each year. Restricted income is not assessed. Only a portion of operating
income goes to the Diocese. The Diocese, in turn, then sends a portion of its
income to the Central Church. Matushka Theodora encouraged any and all to email
her with any questions.

Diocesan financial information is posted on the website monthly.
Most cash in bank accounts are in the form of savings and CDs,

The Diocese ended 2024 well, with a surplus of over $70,000. These funds are rolled
back into the diocesan budget. We are now supporting seminarians more - it used
to be $1,000, last year it was $3,000, and in 2026 we hope to increase this amount
even further, Applause.

For the year-to-date (2025) the Diocese is in the black by $§120,000 (the most since
2018). This indicates that parishes are doing well financially. Remittances are
increasing in most parishes.

4 top diocesan expenses:

1) . Central Church support
2.)  Payroll /payroll expenses
3)  Travel

4)  Missions

These reflect our priorities as a Diocese.

The internal audit was completed May 1 at Holy Trinity Cathedral in San Francisco
- the audit committee was satisfied with its findings. It recommends that an
insurance expert look at the diocesan policies to make sure it is adequately
covered, that all employee documents are filed properly, and that an annual
financial report for the Thriving Parishes Project grant be included in the delegate
books for annual assemblies going forward.

Clergy tax is a very specialized ficld. The treasurer recommends clergy seek
professional help before filing taxes, though she can answer certain questions and
refer clergy to some resources.

Diocesan Budget - Dorothy Nowik, Finance Committee Chair
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Dorothy called Matushka Theodora Blom and Maha Adranly to the front of the
room.

The Finance Committee is comprised of Dorothy Nowik, Archpriest Matthew Tate,
Archpriest John Dresko, and Maha Adranly, and it depends heavily on Matushka
Theodora Blom and Archpriest Kirill Sokolov.

The Committee has budgeted for a $7,500 surplus in 2028. It is difficult to make
next year’s budget when only numbers through May of current year are available
(due to holding the Assembly during the All-American Council). But, in general, the
Diocese has been seeing increased funding. In the end, this goes back into
programs, specifically missions and seminarians.

MOTION to approve the 2026 Budget by Archpriest Basil Rhodes
SECOND by Archpriest Michael Korolev PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Nomination Committee Report — Archpriest Kirill Sokolov & Archpriest David
Morriscn
The Nominations Committee is comprised of Archpriest Kirill Sokolov, Archpriest
David Morrison, and Archpriest Matthew Tate.
The nomination process was reviewed. [Note: there were no nominations from the

floor this year.]

Elections (Diocesan Council)
DIOCESAN COUNCIL
2 Clergy Delegates: Archpriest Timothy Wilkinson, Archpriest Alexander Vallens
2 Lay Delegates: Ms. Dorothy Nowik, Matushka Theodora Blom

MOTION to approve the slate of nominees presented by the Nominating
Committee by Ms. Catherine Mabus (St Spiridon Cathedral)

SECOND Matushka Elaine Lowell (St. Seraphim Cathedral) PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY

Elections (Metropolitan Council)
METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

Clergy: Priest Andrew Smith

MOTION to approve the slate of nominees presented by the Nominating
Committee by Ms. Christine Adam (Poulsbo)

SECOND  Ms. Dorothy Nowik (St. Spiridon Cathedral) PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY

Elections (Auditors)
AUDIT COMMITTEE (3)
Dn. Vyacheslav Adams, Tiffany Gantus, Archpriest Damian Kuolt
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MOTION to approve the slate of nominees presented by the Nominating
Committee by Archpriest Basil Rhodes (St. Nicholas, Saratoga, CA)
SECOND  Archpriest Andreas Blom (Holy Theophany) PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY

Metropolitan Council Report - Mr. David Lane (full report available in Delegate Book 3)

Retired Clergy Fellowship
Archpriest David Lowell introduced the work of the Retired Clergy Fellowship
program, which mostly consists of educational and reflective programs, with smaller
groups talking about issues that come up in retirement in an honest way and
supporting one another.

Clergy Wife Fellowship
Matushka Elizabeth Powell updated the Assembly on the work of the Clergy Wife
Fellowship.

She addressed clergy wives present specifically. They can now pray te one of their own
as a clergy wife of the Orthodox Church in America has been canonized as a saint (St.
Olga of Kwethluk). This gives clergy wives-the hope, courage, and strength to keep
doing the good works they are called to do.

The Clergy Wife Ministry helps answer the question: what does it mean to be a clergy
wife? Then, what can clergy wives do to support one another in this unique ministry?
Most recently, it raised over $20,000 for a reliquary for St. Olga.

The fellowship is continuing with its annual diocesan retreat, planning to meet this
year over November 7-9 at the Monastery of St. John in Manton, CA.

Orthodox Church Capital Improvement Fund
Archpriest Athanasius Kone (Executive Director of OCCIF since November 1) updated
the Assembly on the work of OCCIF. It has further professionalized its board and staff.
It has given out over one million dollars in loans in this Diocese. A longitudinal study
measuring religion in USA indicates there are about 1.67 million Orthodox, skewing
young, and growing. There are currently 12 million dollars in loan requests. 30 million
dollars in additional projects is coming down the pipeline. And yet right now there is
only $700,000 left to loan out. In five to six months OCCIF will embark on appeal to
raise capital.

For every 2 million dollars OCCIF receives, 4 churches can be built. He thanked the
delegates for their support and time.
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“Good Stuff” in the Diocese
Update on Archbishop Benjamin Seminarian Scholarship Fund - the aim was for an
endowment base of $25,000, but it now stands at $50,000.

Church Camps have closed for the year: a big round of applause was called for
directors, counselors, and staff. 2025 might be the largest camp census for the
Diocese, ever.

100 anniversary celebration of one of the most prominent parishes in the Diocese,
Holy Virgin Mary, the Rescuer of the Perishing Cathedral in Los Angeles recently
occurred. Archpriest Nazari Polataiko completed a big building project in advance of
the celebration.

New Business
Mr. David Lane made a MOTION from the floor to adopt the following resolution:

“Be it resolved that the Diocese of the West has been honored to have been served as a
bishop by our Emeritus Archbishop Benjamin for 21 years of guidance, spiritual care,
and love.

“Be it further resolved that the members of the Assembly of the Diocese of the West
express their gratitude, love, and appreciation to Emeritus Archbishop Benjamin and
pray that our Lord grant him a peaceful and healthy many years in retirement.”

SECOND by Archpriest Michael Anderson PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Archpriest Andreas Blom: Over the last couple of years the Diocese has risen to the
occasion that our situation has demanded of us. Few have shouldered this burden
more than Fr. Kirill Sokolov. Thanks go to Fr, Kirill for making the Diocese work
smoothly despite challenges. Standing ovation

Credentials:
1 Hierarch
1 Bishop-Elect
1 OCA Chancellors
61 Clergy
52 Lay Delegates
32 Observers
148 Total Participants

Closing Prayer

Page 90f10



The 2025 Diocesan Assembly adjourned at 2:36 PM with the singing of “It Is Truly
Meet”

Respectfully submitted by, 7

+Tikhon, Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All America and Canada, Locum
Tenens
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