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We are very much looking forward to being all together for our annual Diocesan Assembly in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado! Our immense thanks to Archpriest Andreas Blom and  

Holy Theophany Church for hosting us. 

This year's Assembly was designed by our Bishop and Diocesan Council to be a little longer 
than usual to give us time to fully respond to this moment of growth in the life of the Church 
and to spend more time with each other in deliberation, fellowship, and theological reflection. 

Please review the schedule carefully. We will all attend all of the scheduled sessions, deanery 
meetings, and breakout opportunities.  

His Grace has invited noted scripture scholar Father Michael G. Azar to address us. Fr. Michael 
holds a PhD in New Testament from Fordham University (2013) and an MA in theology from 
St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary (2005). He will deliver two sessions focused on 

the Book of Revelation and its relevance to our modern times. 

Please check the Assembly website for reports and save a copy to your mobile device or print 
out a copy for your use during the Assembly. We are striving to have all reports submitted in 

advance for due consideration and to have short highlights of certain reports during our 
meetings. The following schedule is preliminary and subject to modifications. 

Please note that pages 3 and 4 provide scheduling for all pre-assembly events. Detailed 
information related to the Diocesan Assembly may be found beginning on page 5. 
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Monday, October 19, 2026​
Pre-Assembly Diocesan Events 

Time Priesthood Formation Cohort Rocky Mountain Deanery Retreat 

7:30 AM Continental Breakfast​
Best Western Plus 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Class: Ethics I with Dr. Ana Iltis 
Best Western Plus; Pikes Peak Room 

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Lunch 

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM Class: Ethics II with Dr. Ana Iltis 
Best Western Plus; Pikes Peak Room 

3:00 PM Opening Molieben and Welcome 
Holy Theophany Church 

3:30 PM - 5:30 PM Discussion with Bishop Vasily
Holy Theophany Church 

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Dinner Dinner at Famous Dave’s 
5245 N Academy Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80918 

7:30 PM - 8:30PM Talk with Bishop Vasily 

Please note that pages 3 and 4 provide scheduling for all pre-assembly events. Detailed information related to the Diocesan Assembly may be found beginning on page 5. 
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Tuesday, October 20, 2026​
Pre-Assembly Diocesan Events Continued 

Time Priesthood Formation Cohort Rocky Mountain Deanery Retreat Thriving Parishes Project Retreat 

7:30 AM Continental Breakfast​
Best Western Plus 

9:00 AM Pastoral Issues Q&A | 9-10:30 AM​
Best Western Plus; Pikes Peak Room 

Parish Reports; Q&A | 9-11:30 AM 
Holy Theophany Church 

10:00 AM Welcome & Update on TPP | 10-10:30 AM

Holy Theophany, Pavlica Hall 

10:35 AM Liturgics I with Bishop Vasily | 10:30 AM-12 PM

Best Western Plus; Pikes Peak Room 

Keynote Address | 10:35 AM-10:50 AM

Holy Theophany, Pavlica Hall 

10:50 AM Workshop I | 10:50 AM-12 PM​
Holy Theophany, Pavlica Hall 

12:00 PM Lunch | 12-1 PM 

Holy Theophany, Pavlica Hall
Lunch | 12-1 PM 

Holy Theophany, Pavlica Hall

1:00 PM Liturgics II with Bishop Vasily | 1-3:30 PM

Best Western Plus; Pikes Peak Room 

Workshop II | 1-2:10 PM​
Holy Theophany, Pavlica Hall 

2:15 PM Workshop III | 2:15-3:25 PM​
Holy Theophany, Pavlica Hall 

3:30 PM Planning Next Steps & Conclusion Wrap-Up & Closing Prayer 

⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯    Conclusion of Pre-Assembly Events | Diocesan Assembly Commences     ⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯ 

Please note that pages 3 and 4 provide scheduling for all pre-assembly events. Detailed information related to the Diocesan Assembly may be found beginning on page 5. 
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2026 Diocesan Assembly Schedule 
“Embody, Unite, and Equip the Orthodox Church Across the American West” 

Holy Theophany 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

October 20-23, 2026  

Tuesday, October 20, 2026 

 Time  Event Location 
2:30 PM - 4:00 PM  Meeting with New-to-the-Diocese Clergy Holy Theophany Church 

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM  Registration of Assembly Delegates & Observers Outside, Weather Permitting 

4:00 PM  Diocesan Council Meeting Upstairs Ss. Constantine and Helen 

5:00 PM  Vespers Holy Theophany Church 

6:30 PM             Dinner Meeting of the Diocesan Council Paravicini's Italian Bistro ​
2802 W Colorado Ave. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80904 

All other delegates: dinner on own  Nearby Restaurants 

Wednesday, October 21, 2026 

Time Event Location 
7:30 AM Continental Breakfast Hotel or Nearby Restaurants 

8:00 AM Registration of Assembly Delegates & Observers Outside, Weather Permitting 

9:00 AM  Molieben and First Plenary Session Holy Theophany Church 
• Molieben
• Appointment of Assembly Officers & Secretariat
• Acceptance of Minutes of 2025 Diocesan Assembly
• Address of His Grace, Bishop VASILY
• Chancellor’s Report - Archpriest Kirill Sokolov
• Treasurer’s Report – Matushka Theodora Blom
• Diocesan Budget – Ms. Dorothy Nowik
• Nominations Committee Report

12:00 PM Lunch Pavlica Hall 
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1:00 PM Deanery Meetings 
Rocky Mountain & Pacific Southwest 
Pacific Central 
Pacific Northwest 

Holy Theophany Church 
Pavlica Hall 
Upstairs Ss. Constantine and Helen 

3:00 PM Second Plenary Session 
The Last Book of the Bible and Today Part 1​
The Rev. Dr. Michael Azar 

Holy Theophany Church 

6:00 PM  Vespers  Holy Theophany Church 

6:45 PM Dinner Pavlica Hall 

Thursday, October 22, 2026 

Time Event Location 
7:30 AM Continental Breakfast Hotel or Nearby Restaurants 

9:00 AM  Third Plenary Session Holy Theophany Church 
Reports Continue 
• Metropolitan Council
• Pension Board
• Deanery Highlights – Deans (full reports distributed in advance)
• Clergy Wives Advisory Group – Matushka Elizabeth Powell
• Thriving Parishes Project
• Ancient Paths for the Age of AI Initiative
• Election of Diocesan Council and Auditors

12:00 PM    Lunch 
Clergy Wives Luncheon 

Pavlica Hall 
Offsite 

1:00 PM Breakout Conversations: 
• Missions (Required for Missions Priests and

Delegates; Fr. Peter Runyon) 
• Youth, Young Adults, and AI (Fr. Kirill Sokolov)
• Building and Expanding - Church Architecture

and Art (Fr. Lawrence Margitich)
• More Q&A on Revelation (Fr. Michael Azar)

Upstairs Ss. Constantine and Helen 

Best Western Plus 
Holy Theophany Church 

Pavlica Hall 

3:00 PM Fourth Plenary Session​
The Last Book of the Bible and Today Part 2​
The Rev. Dr. Michael Azar 

Holy Theophany Church 
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6:00 PM  Vespers  Holy Theophany 

6:30 PM Dinner on own Nearby Restaurants 

Friday, October 23, 2026 

Time Event Location 
7:00 AM  Check out of hotel  

8:00 AM  Hierarchical Divine Liturgy Holy Theophany Church 

10:00 AM  Brunch   Pavlica Hall 

11:00 AM  Fifth Plenary Session  Holy Theophany Church 
• Sharing from previous day’s discussions
• Adjournment

Conclusion of Assembly  

12:30 PM  Brief Meeting of the Diocesan Council  Upstairs Ss. Constantine and Helen 

5:00 PM - 9:30 PM Young Adult Gathering 
Opening Prayer, Dinner, Square Dance  

Pavlica Hall 

Saturday, October 24, 2026 

Time Event Location 
9:00 AM - 9:30 PM Young Adult Gathering Pavlica Hall 
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Special Diocesan Assembly 
Diocese of the West 

Orthodox Church in America 

Arizona Grand Resort and Spa 
Sierra Ballroom 2 & 3 

Wednesday, July 16, 2025, 1:45 pm; Phoenix, Arizona 

Call to Order at 1:52 PM by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon 

Opening Prayer by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon 

His Beatitude appointed Diocesan Chancellor Archpriest Kirill Sokolov as Clergy Vice­
Chair. 

Appointment of Officers and Tellers 

Secretariat: 
Priest Andrew Smith 
Ms. Katie Huff 

Tellers: 
Archpriest Alexander Vallens 
Priest Damian Kulp 
Deacon John Gallagher 
Matushka Elaine Meholick 
Matushka Sophia Sokolov 

The slate was accepted by verbal acclamation. 

Roll Call for Quorum 

Diocesan Council Secretary Priest Andrew Smith performed a roll call of the official 
registered delegates. 

Address of His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon 
His Beatitude asked the Council to remind itself of the sacredness of this Assembly. It is 
always striking when we have something so sacred in a place that perhaps looks less 
sacred. But somehow wherever we happen to be, that place is transformed when we 
gather with our bishop and our priests and our monastics and our faithful. Our sacred 
purpose is to be the Church. The Lord gives us the means to do this. 

Aside from practical matters that must be considered, we are here for a sacred task to 
nominate a new bishop for the Diocese of the West. We are grateful to have the newly 
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retired archbishop of this Diocese here with us. We honored him yesterday, but we want 
to continue honoring him over the next days and months. 

We are here today very much because of His Eminence, Archbishop Benjamin. He has 
been the image of Christ through his patience, humility, and humor. We are grateful for 
his service, prayers, and labors in bringing the Diocese to where it is and to move it along 
to select a successor. 

We are honored that he was here at this All-American Council to welcome the Orthodox 
Church in America before he officially retired yesterday. Many years to His Eminence, 
Archbishop Benjamin. Please accept the love of the entire Diocese and the Orthodox 
Church in America. 

The Assembly gave His Eminence a hearty round of applause. 

His Beatitude continued, stating that the Holy Synod has the responsibility of identifying 
and vetting candidates for the Holy Episcopacy. We are a small Church and do not always 
have an abundance of candidates. We also want to exercise care in the selection of 
candidates. There is a lot of prayer and consideration that goes into this before the 
vetting process takes place. Even if there is one candidate, this does not diminish the 
sacredness of the task. There is indeed one candidate, Archimandrite Vasily (Permiakov). 
His Beatitude has been working with him over the past two years, discerning his 
candidacy. A first step in that discernment by His Beatitude was inviting Fr. Vasily to 
accompany him on some important travel. He has been interviewed by the Holy Synod. He 
has visited the Diocese of the West on numerous occasions and participated in retreats as 
well as the consecration of a church. Fr. Vasily has worked with His Eminence as well. This 
is the process that led us to this moment. 

The official vetting process of the Holy Synod to discern candidates begins with three 
hierarchs performing an initial interview of the candidate, after which a recommendation 
is made. Then there is a more intense than usual psychological evaluation. Then the 
candidate is brought before the full Synod for more interviews. In addition, Fr. Vasily has 
been invited to several Synod meetings as an observer. He is undoubtedly a fully vetted 
candidate. 

As with the Dioceses of Alaska and Eastern Pennsylvania in recent years, there is only one 
candidate at this nominating assembly. Our task is to consider the persons the Lord 
brings to us. His Beatitude believes the Lord is bringing Fr. Vasily to this Assembly. 

Nomination 

His Beatitude opened the floor for nominations for bishop of the Diocese of San Francisco 
and the West. 
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Archpriest Lawrence Margitich offered the name of Archimandrite Vasily in nomination as 
bishop of our Diocese. 

Priest Edward Henderson seconded the nomination. 

Final Vote 

Fr. Kirill instructed the Tellers to distribute the ballots and gave voting instructions to the 
delegates. 

Credentials 

Fr. Andrew gave the following report: 

1 Hierarch 
1 Retired Hierarch 
58 Clergy Delegates 
40 Lay Delegates 

Total present: 100 

Announcement of Results 

His Beatitude announced there was only one vote against and 99 in favor. Fr. Vasily is 
officially nominated by the Diocese of the West for consideration of the Holy Synod for 
election to the See of San Francisco. 

The next step is for His Beatitude to call the Holy Synod together to make the final 
election this afternoon. 

His Beatitude asked that the Secretariat note in the minutes that the Tellers invalidated 8 
extraneous ballots that had been passed out to non-registered delegates. 

Adjournment and Closing Prayer by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon 

The Assembly adjourned at 2:29 PM with the singing of "It Is Truly Meet" 

Respectfully submitted by, 

-f� 
Priest Andrew Smith, Secretariat 
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--�v ---------
Kati�J�tt;�-;riat 

Approval of Diocesan Hierarch 

-�--L €fit:-------- -
+TIKHON, Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All America and Canada, Locum

Tenens 
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